Transfer Advising Committee
January 23, 2026
1:30PM-2:30PM

Members Present: Campbell Keele (AATC), Evonne Bird (MCHHS), Nick Beatty (RCASH), Kristen Thomas (COE), Dylan Earnshaw (CNAS)

Members Absent: Katy Seery (DCOAG)

Guests: Heidi Culbertson (COB), Dr. Kelly Wood (Student Success)

Discussion Items:

-Updates from Committee Members

Evonne: A search is underway for an academic advisor position in the MCHHS Student Success & Advisement Center. The Clinics are opening this week and next. Megan Barnette is the new admin in the School of Mental Health & Behavioral Sciences. Two upcoming high school visit days this semester, with over 160 visiting during the first day and over 200 on the second day! Lastly, advisors now can rescind advisor releases in ATLAS!

Campbell: The on-campus transfer orientation went well! We had 67 students registered, with 35 attending. Students really enjoyed the opportunity to spend time with their academic college. The AATC held on-campus interviews this week for the open academic advisor position in our office. There is a new alphabet distribution with the evaluators in the Office of Admissions, which will be sent out with the meeting notes. Registration is now open for Transfer VIP Days!

Dylan: Physics is experiencing some growth, in part due to the new Quantum Computing track within the major! Additionally, please consider talking with students about PLN100 as an opportunity to fulfill the Public Issues General Education category, especially if they are interested in any of the topics/majors housed within SEES.

Nick: RCASH and others participated in the Cookies & Cocoa event during Winter Week of Welcome. There will be a new director in the MPA program.

Heidi: Over 600 override requests were granted for the Spring semester – this has led to conversations on how they can make this process better for students and the staff within the Business Advisement Center. More to come! The Marketing major will be eliminating the tracks within the major, beginning with the Fall 2026 semester, to allow for more flexibility within the major for Marketing courses. There was a very large demand for online courses, especially from transfer students, so there will be some discussions about that demand in the future.

Kristen: The College of Education will be visiting Crowder College on January 30 to talk with Crowder staff on how to best advise students who are interested in College of Education majors and provide updated information on available programs. Classroom visits are underway and are going well! Kristen remains the point of contact for Southwest Missouri Elementary Education majors (in Neosho, Nevada, Webb City, and Cassville).

-Miscellaneous Updates:
The Spring 2026 advisor forum organized by the Transfer Advising Committee will focus on updates from Enrollment Management. The forum schedule will be finalized soon and sent out!
Updates to the Transfer Advising Committee website will be made sometime this semester, in accordance with previous Committee discussions.
Our upcoming Spring guests will include Dr. Clarenda Phillips in February and Christy Long in March.

-Boomer Bot

Dr. Kelly Wood shared information on the utilization of Boomer Bot. A copy of the slides from the August University Council meeting (available online) are provided with the notes, but Dr. Wood shared some updated statistics in this meeting, compared to what is shared with the notes. Important things to know about Boomer Bot’s utilization:
· Responses are checked for accuracy every semester.
· If you have a new website that is created and that you would like Boomer Bot to begin using, you can provide that website to Dr. Wood.
· West Plains is now using EdSights – their AI bot is called Grizz Bot
· We currently have a 93% student opt-in rate, a 51% engagement rate, and over 60,000 texts have been received since Boomer Bot began on February 18, 2025! This is a positive increase in all data points since August 2025!

Upcoming Dates:

-MSU @ OTC Day: February 19
-CNAS Science Olympiad: February 21
-College of Education & College of Business Transfer VIP Day: February 27
-AATC, CNAS, DCOAG, & MCHHS Transfer VIP Day: April 10
-MSU & OTC Student Support Staff Meeting: April 29

Next Meeting: Thursday, February 12 at 2:00PM in Carrington 312
