MEETING MINUTES

SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

August 7, 2012

Present

Lauren Bansbach 
Barbara Lucks
Jeff Brown 

Ken McClure
William Cheek 
Tina McManus
Jennifer Cox 

Matt Morris
Bob Eckels 

Paige Oxendine
Tammy Jahnke
Joe Pitts 
Brad Kielhofner 
Doug Sampson
Mike Kromrey

David Vaughan
Tammy welcomed the committee and led introductions around the room
Annual progress report on goals

Goals Progress:

Tammy asked members to continue to submit information. The evidence will be compiled and submitted to the Administrative Council next month to show last year’s sustainability efforts.

Brochure update:
Tammy said that the brochure continues to be worked on in preparation to present it to the Administrative Council in September.
Outreach to the community
Energy Conference Subcommittee Update:
Matt Morris said that the committee is nailing down some specifics on the panel, speakers, and movie. The event will be held on November 14, 2012. The PSU Union Club has been reserved for the panel and speakers and the movie will be shown in the PSU Theatre.
Mike said that Catherine Hart and Andrew Whitehead will serve as keynote speakers. Catherine was part of the Greensburg Greentown movement in Kansas and Andrew was part of the Greentown Joplin movement. Mike said that they agreed to accept mileage expense and dinner but no other stipends. Tammy said she would cover the hotel expenses since some speakers are coming from out of town. Jennifer Cox said that University Guest Housing could be utilized.
At 8:00 pm the SAC will show an environmental movie in addition to the regularly shown blockbuster. Paige reported that “Too Hot to Handle,” a film about global warming, has been selected to be shown.
Barbara is working to get panelists that will discuss green building and energy. Currently she is speaking with Dave Fraley of City Utilities and Bill Moore of 3M in Columbia. Also, she might ask a member of the City’s Green Building Task Force to speak on challenges and the future of green building.

 Matt asked if anyone would be willing to help with marketing and promotions for the event. Ken would like to bring Nikki Donnelson up to speed as she may be able to help with promoting the event. Tammy said that marketing will be the next big challenge and that a plan will need to be developed.
Celebrating successes

Sharing around the room
Jeff Brown reported that 12 new recycle stations had been ordered due to the District O Grant. The DNR decided that new trash receptacles will not be funded. Jeff  also reported that for FY12 the amount of recycling recorded on campus was as follows: 9,500 lb. of comingle, 12,800 lb. of cardboard, 4,000 lb. of ewaste, and 1,600 lb. of batteries. Ewaste was the only number that decreased over the previous year. This was due to the CRT monitor push in 2011, which caused an unusually large amount of ewaste in that year.
Joe Pitts reported that in June the James River easement was finalized. This 3.8 mile easement will be perpetual. Now the Partnership is working with the City to gain an easement to property on Wilson’s Creek near the wastewater plant. Joe also reported that the Banff Mountain Film Festival will be held at the Gillioz Theater on September 13. He said that Jeremy Borg will be in attendance. The festival will help to support the James River Basin Partnership. Also, the Greene County Health Department has issued a “no whole body contact” warning for the James River because of high levels of ecoli. The low water levels and high water temperature have been killing fish in the water.
Mike Kromrey reported that droughts are a good time to talk to the public about how to conserve water since people are more concerned. Also, the next Jordan Creek Underground Tour will occur on August 23 at 3:30pm. Discussions will include coal tar pavement sealants. The Local Food-Springfield Agriculture event will be taking place on August 24 at 7:00pm. Send Mike an email for an invitation. The Watershed Committee holds monthly meetings on the first Friday of every month at 7:30 a.m. at the Midtown Carnegie Branch Library.
Jennifer Cox reported that Residence Life is developing a sustainability group with students and housing staff.  She said that they are planning for the U. S. Green Building Council’s Green Apple Day of Service on Saturday, September, 29. She said that they look forward to the trash and recycling contract with Allied Waste. The amount of waste and recycling in the residence halls can now be tracked in order to focus on what areas need improvement.
Bob Eckels reported that LED lights and occupancy sensors are still being added in buildings on campus. Design and Construction relocated the major feed to accommodate the Foster Recreation Center. Also, the acquisition of a four passenger electric vehicle will replace two gas powered vehicles that are currently used by Facilities Management. The Custodial Department has been working on sustainability efforts as well. A two chemical system has replaced the current three chemical cleaning system used. The department’s boost scrubber machine does not use any chemicals, only water. Microfiber towels are being used as an alternative to paper towels. The Trailblazer floor waxer uses less product than those used previously. In addition, new high quality wax has a 3-4 year life rather than an annual life as the products used in the past.
Lauren Bansbach reported that SGA has many project ideas for the semester. Currently they are looking into using biodiesel fuel for campus shuttles and installing wind turbines at Darr Ag Center. 

Tina McManus reported that after the introduction of campus hydration stations, the amount of water bottles purchased on campus has decreased one-third. She also reported that several vending machines will be taken down around campus which will decrease energy costs. 

Barbara Lucks reported that the City of Springfield’s Transportation Management Center has been certified LEED gold. They will purchase their first electric vehicle and will install a charging station that will hopefully be made available to the public. She also reported that the Environmental Research Center is in the final stages of renovation and that it will be dedicated in October. Other projects include the compressed natural gas station and the Environmental Education Summit. The Community Partnership of the Ozarks Environmental Collaborative meets the 2nd Friday of the month at 12:00pm at the Environmental Resource Center. Also, the Missouri Department of Conservation is celebrating its 75th anniversary this year.

Brad Kielhofner reported that 400 bike racks have been installed on campus over the summer through the Student Sustainability Fund and Residence Life. The Kings Street corridor will include a bikeway starting at Monroe. Another Student Sustainability Fund project will place a solar array on top of Meyer Library. (The Wyrick Fund was stated at the meeting, but the correct funding source is the Student Sustainability Fund.) 
Doug Sampson reported that all the required information to pursue LEED certification from USGBC has been submitted for the Science Scholars’ Addition to Greenwood Laboratory School.  The project is pursuing certification at the silver level but enough items or points have been submitted that reach the gold level.  It is assumed that USGBC may reject some.  The LEED process for the Bond Learning Center at Darr Ag Center is getting closer as additional information has been uploaded by the contractor.  On the northwest side of the new Foster Recreation Center, the rain garden is taking shape.  This garden will collect all roof drainage from the building.
David Vaughan reported that the hazardous waste site received 1000lbs less waste than last year on campus due to waste minimization and alternate disposal. 
Bill Cheek asked about the possibility of a University charging station. Bob said that University vehicles are plugged in at the maintenance facility. Members wondered if there was enough of a demand presently.
Tammy Jahnke said that dining services wants to be involved in campus sustainability efforts. Ozarks New Energy (ONE) is not doing a conference in the near future; however, Dan Chiles is having a barn warming fundraiser on Sept 8, 2012.  Jeff Barrow from Missouri River Relief will be coming to campus in 2013 or 2014 to team up with the University to do a major river cleanup. He will need lots of students to help. Tammy thinks it would work well with the public affairs theme of International Globalization since rivers connect people. 

Close
The next meeting will be held Tuesday, September 4, 2012, from 10:00 to 11:00am at Carrington 203.
