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A Brief Introduction
• Ernst & Young – Audit
• Teach face-to-face, hybrid and 

online
• Courses taught:

• Principles of Financial
• Principles of Managerial
• Intermediate Cost Accounting
• Audit
• Data Analytics for Accounting
• Graduate Cost Accounting (MBA)

• Textbook Author
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Introductory Accounting Offerings

• Survey of 
Accounting

• Fundamental 
Financial 

Accounting 
Concepts

• Introductory 
Financial 

Accounting 
for Business

• Fundamental 
Managerial 
Accounting 
Concepts



Why I’m Here 
Discussing 
this Topic

Source: AICPA Trends Report, 2023



Declining Number of CPA’s

Source: AICPA Trends Report, 2023



Percent Change in Spring Enrollment – Post Covid

Source: NSRC, 2024



Latest Enrollment Data for Accounting

Source: NSRC, 2025



The 
Enrollment 

Cliff

Source: CDC, Axios, 2023



Source:  Science, 2016



High School Graduates Over Time

Source: Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 2021



Positive News Looking Forward

Source:  Korhonen 2023



Challenges Specific to Accounting

150 HOUR 
REQUIREMENT

LOW PAY 
PERCEPTION

WORK/LIFE 
BALANCE 

PERCEPTION

ACCOUNTING 
IS BORING 

PERCEPTION

EDUCATION 
LAGS 

INDUSTRY

IMPACT OF AI



A Roadmap to 
Tackling these 
Challenges to 
Improve the 
Accounting 
Pipeline

Deepening our understanding of 
students' economic realities

Get better at telling our story.

Increase faculty engagement

Modernize our Approach to Intro



Deepening Our Understanding 
of Students’ Economic 
Realities



Source:  Science, 2016



Source: US Census Bureau & Redfin





Accounting Careers Offer Economic Security
 High demand/low supply (Fortune 2024)

 Shortage of 340,000 accountants
 Increase in reporting errors

 Accounting is the third lowest major in terms of 
underemployment (WSJ 2024)

 Accounting salaries are increasing (WSJ 2023)
 Entry-level pay climbed by 21% to almost $67,000 

this year through February, compared with prior-year 
periods. 

 Seniors’ average salaries climbed by 9% to nearly 
$90,000 this year through February.

 Accounting is the hottest work-from-home job on the 
market right now because of a shortage. (CNBC  2024)





Get Better at Telling Our Story



Stop Telling 
Your War 
Stories!



Tell These Stories Instead



New CPA Licensure Path
 Traditional Pathways:

 A bachelor's degree plus 30 additional 
credits and one year of experience

 New Pathway:
 A bachelor's degree (with requisite 

accounting and business courses); 
completing two years of professional 
experience; and passing the CPA Exam.

 Be aware of varying state guidelines for number 
of required accounting credits and professional 
work experience requirements.



Discuss 
Different 
Career Paths 
in Accounting

Image Source:  Miles Education



Where 
We Tell 
Our Story 
Matters

Source: Pew Research Center, 2020



Finding the 
Right Social 
Media 
Outlet



Get Connected to Social Media Algorithms
• Use QR Codes to Connect to Student 

Algorithms:
• Course Syllabi
• TV Monitors
• Email Signatures
• Business Cards



Increase Faculty Engagement



The Importance of 
Faculty Engagement 
in Intro Courses
• Intro courses often serve as 

a students first impression 
of the Accounting major.

• Ensure engaging and 
dynamic teachers are 
delivering these courses.

• Invite high performing 
students to engage with 
faculty and student clubs

• Consider hosting events for 
these students outside of 
campus.



Modernize Our Approach to 
Teaching Intro



Increasing Demand for Technical Skills

Source: AICPA Trends Report, 2021



What a Modern Intro Course Looks Like

• Deemphasizing debits and credits
• Ensure we have the right industry focus
• Increase engagement in online classes
• Incorporate Excel content
• Implement real-world content and 

cases that stress critical thinking
• Encourage students to utilize Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) in your class



Alternative to Debits and Credits
• Event: During Year 1, Cato Consultants provided $84,000 of consulting services to its clients. 

Cato has completed the work and sent bills to the clients but has not yet collected any cash.

• Traditional Presentation:

• Horizontal Statements Model:

Accounts Receivable 84,000
Revenue 84,000



Ensure we have the right industry focus?



Are We Focusing on the Right Industries?

Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2024



Increase Engagement in Online Classes

•Stop using Discussion Boards
•Switch to a Live Chat 

Platform:
•MS Teams
•Slack



Importance of Excel Skills

 Described as the “world’s most popular 
productivity tool,” 90 percent of 
companies use Excel for accounting 
functions. (Accounting Today).

 Incorporate Excel certifications to boost 
resumes (e.g. SIMNet, Microsoft Office 
Specialist (MOS) - Excel Associate).

 Integrated Excel allows students to work 
in Excel without having to install the 
software.

 Utilize videos to teach Excel skills



Stress Critical Thinking and Real-World Content

• Require students to investigate real world 
financial information (e.g. annual reports, 
shareholders letters, etc...)

• Assign cases that mimic real world 
accounting scenarios:
• EY ARC, Deloitte Trueblood, PWC Academy, 

Harvard Publishing, Tableau Learning, etc.)

• Discuss current events happening across 
the profession (Ask AI, X-Lists, Accounting 
Today, Journal of Accountancy, CPA 
Journal, etc.).



AI’s Major Impact on Business

Source:  Censuswide, July 2023

n = 3,000 (U.S., Canada, & Europe)



How My Students Use AI

BRAINSTORM / 
OUTLINE 

GENERATION

DECOMPOSE SUMMARIZE RESEARCH COPY EDIT ADVISE

“AI is not going to take your job.  Somebody who understands 
AI is going to take your job.” – Scott Galloway 2024





We Can Move the Needle with 
These Strategies



Survey of Fall Introductory Course

“Professor Edmonds was made to teach a course like this. Before this class I hated accounting and 
was ready to be done with it. Leaving this class however, I am looking into minoring in 
accounting.”

PostPreAll Questions start with “I anticipate a career in accounting”

3.92.5Provides a good work/life balance

4.23.7Provides a competitive salary

4.44.0Provides clear and accessible career progression

4.23.6To be a secure and stable job

4.22.1Involves significant team collaboration

3.93.2Will be professionally fulfilling

PostPreRate agreement with the following statements: 

4.64.1Adopting data analytical skills is critical for success in accounting

4.13.3Proficiency with AI will have major impact on my ability to be successful

4.22.3I find the accounting course content to be interesting

4.8I have a better impression of careers in accounting after taking this class



National Pipeline Advisory Group (NPAG)



Feel Free to 
Reach Out!

maedmond@uab.edu


