
2026-2027 
New Faculty Experience 

 
Monday, August 3rd—Human Resources Orientation  
Robert W. Plaster Student Union (PSU)  
Leland E. Traywick Parliamentary Room (313) 

Time Activity 
12:30-1:00 p.m. Check-in and Refreshments 
1:00-1:05 p.m. Welcome – Dr. Clarenda Phillips, Provost & Vice President of Academic 

Affairs   
–  Dr. Barri Tinkler, Interim Chief Academic Strategy Officer 

1:05-1:15 p.m. Your First Year and Beyond at MSU – Dr. Abby Templer Rodrigues, 
Provost Fellow for Faculty Success 

1:15-1:20 p.m. Welcome – Scot Scobee, Director, Human Resources (HR)  
1:20-2:30 p.m. Employment – Jill Murphy, Assistant Director, HR, Talent Acquisition  
2:30-2:45 p.m. Break 
2:45-4:15 p.m. Benefits – Deidre Mings, Assistant Director, HR, Benefits  

– Denise Lofton, Senior Benefits Specialist, HR  
4:30-5:00 p.m.  New Faculty Photo at MSU Fountain (rain location: PSU) 

 
5:30-7:00 p.m.  Mix and Mingle Social (optional) 

Bambinos Cafe on Delmar 
1141 E. Delmar St., Springfield, MO 65807 

 
Tuesday, August 4th—Teaching at Missouri State  
Robert W. Plaster Student Union (PSU)  
Leland E. Traywick Parliamentary Room (313) 

Time Activity 
9:30-10:00 a.m. Check-in and Refreshments 
10:00-10:30 a.m.  Parking and Campus Safety – Robert Rowley, Director, University Safety 
10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Course Materials Overview – Sarah Gott, Course Materials Manager, 

MSU Bookstore 
– Tracy Stout, Professor, MSU Library 

11:15 a.m.-12:15 
p.m.  

Legal and Compliance Issues – Rachael Dockery, JD, General Counsel 
and Chief Compliance Officer 

12:15-12:30 p.m. Break 
12:30-1:20 p.m. Lunch with the Deans 
1:20-1:30 p.m. Break   



Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning (FCTL) 
New Faculty Session #1: 

Designing & Delivering Engaging Courses for the Modern Student 
1:30-5:00 p.m. | PSU 313 

1:30-1:35 p.m.  Welcome – Dr. Nancy Gordon, Director, FCTL   
1:35-2:05 p.m.  Getting to Know Today’s Bears – Nancy Gordon   

– Dr. Tracy Gross, Coordinator of Faculty Professional Development, 
FCTL 

2:05-3:30 p.m. Marie Kondo Your Course: Backward Design and the Art of Cutting 
What Doesn't Spark Learning – Dr. Stacy Rice, Senior Instructional 
Designer, FCTL 

3:30-3:45p.m.  Break 
3:45-4:30 p.m.  Launching Learning: People, Purpose, and Pathways – Dr. Tracy Gross 
4:30-4:45 p.m.  Brightspace Teaser – Dr. Stacy Rice 

– Eric Taylor 
4:45-5:00 p.m.  Announcements/Q&A 

 
Thursday, August 6th—Everything Brightspace 
Duane G. Meyer Library (206) 

Time Activity 
9:00-12:00 p.m.  Brightspace Essentials – Eric Taylor, Instructional Designer, Educational 

Technology,   
– Dr. Stacy Rice 

12:00-1:00 p.m.  Lunch with the FCTL  
1:00-4:00 p.m.  Brightspace Lab 

 
Tuesday, August 11th 

Time Activity 
6:00-7:30 p.m. President’s New Faculty Welcome Reception hosted by President and Mrs. 

Richard “Biff” Williams 
6003 S. Holland Ave., Springfield, MO 65810 

 
 

Please put these dates on your Calendar  
Wednesday, August12th  41st Faculty Showcase on Teaching & Learning 
Monday, August 17th Full Semester & First Block Classes Begin! 
Friday, September 18th  FCTL Session #2: Teaching Practices & Learning Climate 
Friday, October 2nd  FCTL Session #3: Sustaining Excellence & Positioning for 

Success 
Friday, November 5th  FCTL Session #4: Package Teaching for Tenure/Promotion and 

Faculty Success 
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