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ERIC SHADE MEMORIAL AWARD
Dr. Eric Shade, associate professor in computer science, was a dedicated faculty member who  

believed in upholding the finest academic tradition of shared governance. Shade served as the  

Faculty Senate Parliamentarian on eight occasions between 2005 and 2015 and served on numerous  

Faculty Senate committees.  Following Shade’s passing in 2015, the Faculty Senate established the  

ERIC SHADE MEMORIAL AWARD IN FACULTY GOVERNANCE to recognize faculty 

members who distinguish themselves through sustained and effective service in Faculty Senate and  

on Senate committees.

Micheal Foster
Theatre and Dance

Micheal Foster is a tenured professor in the department of theatre and dance with a specialization in 
lighting design, and is the coordinator of the design/technology/stage management BFA degree program.  
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Alabama, a Master of Fine Arts degree from Ohio 
University, and interned at Central St. Martin’s College of Art and Design in London, England.

Foster began at Missouri State in 2006 and has designed the lighting for almost 70 department of theatre 
and dance and Tent Theatre productions. He has mentored undergraduate student lighting designers on 
nearly 60 productions. Foster has maintained his status as an active professional designer, including more 
than 20 productions for the Florida Studio Theatre in Sarasota, Florida. Since 2015, he has been a member 
of United Scenic Artists, Local 829, the professional union for theatrical and film industry creatives.

Service on behalf of the university, college, and department has always been important to Foster. He has 
served on a number of committees across campus including search committees at the departmental and 
college level,  and as coordinator of two different degree programs within the department. He has served 
on college council, Dean’s Advisory Committee, chaired the Committee on Faculty Concerns and chaired 
the Council on General Education and Interdisciplinary Programs (CGEIP). Foster chaired the Faculty 
Senate during the 2016/17 academic year, and is the current professor rank representative on Faculty Senate.

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 
ABROAD PROGRAMMING

The AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION ABROAD PROGRAMMING honors Missouri State 

faculty members who demonstrate excellence in developing and leading short-term education abroad 

programs. Faculty are recognized in two categories. The Cultural Competence category recognizes 

faculty members whose programs directly address the recognition and respect of multiple perspectives 

and cultures. The Community Engagement category recognizes faculty members whose programs enable 

students to participate in an organized service activity that meets reciprocally identified community needs. 

Each recipient receives $1,500 in professional development funds and a trophy.

CULTURAL COMPETENCE

Drs. Tamara Arthaud and Ximena Uribe-Zarain
Counseling, Leadership and Special Education 

Tamara Arthaud, professor of counseling, leadership and special education, and Ximena Uribe-Zarain, associate 

professor of counseling, leadership and special education, co-directed the education abroad program, Explore Education 

and Culture in Historic Querétaro, Mexico: International Perspectives in K-12 Special Education, in 2020 and 2022. 

The program focused on special education practices in Mexico, including Querétaro’s cultural norms, history, and the 

comparison of education cultural norms in Querétaro with United States education.  

Beyond achieving distinct academic outcomes based on course objectives, students gained cultural awareness through 

activities designed to present a new perspective and challenge them. The Drs. helped students explore feelings they 

experienced when confronting cultural shifts and new ways of learning. 

Arthaud and Uribe-Zarain developed the course through an inclusive excellence framework, recognizing that inclusive 

excellence addresses the social inequalities that exist for both the benefit of those who have been marginalized and – 

critically – for all students. To prepare students for an increasingly diverse world, it is imperative that those with limited 

cultural exposure learn to understand and communicate effectively with people who are different from themselves. 

Evidence of increased cultural awareness was reflected in the comprehensive Beliefs, Events, and Values (BEVI) Inventory 

results as well as several student statements. Here are some comments from students about the program:

 “How amazing the country was. I wish more authentic representations were commonly shared with Americans about 

Mexico besides just beach spots. The country holds so much history I was completely unaware of.”

“You can only learn so much from a classroom. I will remember so much more about the Mexican culture from 

experiencing it than if I read about it every night.”

“After this experience, it is my opinion that everyone needs to study overseas at least one time throughout their 

undergraduate degree. There is not classroom experience that could ever capture what I gained through my education 

abroad experience. I felt like this experience challenged me to grow as an individual professionally and personally. It was a 

truly life changing experience for the short time I spent there and something I’ll never forget.”

On one occasion, a student was surprised by the idea that white Americans have a culture. This belief is rooted in the 

assumption that culture refers to only customs and traditions of non-white, ethnic minority groups. Arthaud and Uribe-

Zarain spoke with her about the difference in culture, what culture is and how it is manifested. The student came to 

understand that she and all other North Americans have a rich and diverse cultural heritage that encompasses a broad 

range of traditions. However, because white culture is often seen as the default or norm in American society, she was not 

thinking of these cultural practices as distinct or noteworthy.
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FACULTY CENTER FOR TEACHING  
AND LEARNING AWARDS 

These awards recognize faculty who have demonstrated excellence in teaching and dedication to student 

success. This year there were five recipients of this award.

Dr. Jessica Elliott
History

Jessica Elliott teaches Medieval Europe, an asynchronous online history course. Teaching online, she has 

created an engaged community where students discuss reading assignments through a social annotation 

environment. This allows Elliott to understand students’ thinking, questions, and misconceptions about 

what they are reading, and then give targeted feedback. Students share that they appreciate the course videos, 

insightful readings and online learning experience. When asked about the course, one student said: “I feel that 

(Dr. Elliott) truly wants to help students to think critically about what we are learning.”

Dr. Timothy Flannery
Economics

Timothy Flannery teaches in the economics department. He has transformed the economics curriculum in 

both content and delivery of the courses Game Theory, Behavioral Economics, and Behavioral Economics 

and Public Policy. These transformations include real-life applications students can relate to and use after 

graduation. Students learn economic theory and complex concepts through game-based instruction and  

in-class experiments. His commitment to his students is evident through practices like creating introductory 

notes for each new topic and being available to students after class. A former student said he remembered that 

“(Dr. Flannery) was against piling publisher content onto his students, (creating) his own homework, quiz and 

exam questions.” 

Dr. William Harwood
Philosophy

William Harwood is an assistant professor of philosophy, and he strives to help students be informed citizens 

and engaged scholars by creating a safe environment in which all students can discuss difficult issues. He 

believes growing up in the deep South has been an asset to his role as an educator. Comments from students 

are a testament to this belief. They have said: “This course gave me plenty of tools to fight for justice (and) 

what I believe is good.” “(This class) helped me to discover so much about the world and myself.”   Harwood 

has encouraged engaged scholars. One student said they reached “a place of respect for the philosophies we 

studied and find the beauty in each. I think I will probably delve deeper into each at different points in my life. 

Which is definitely a surprise for me.”

HONORS COLLEGE AWARDS 
The CURTIS P. LAWRENCE MASTER TEACHER AWARD is offered to Honors College faculty 

members who are exclusively nominated by Honors College students and chosen by an Honors College 

student committee in collaboration with the Honors College administrative staff. The award was created 

in honor of the first dean of Missouri State University’s Honors College, Dr. Curtis P. Lawrence. This award 

is offered to recognize excellence in teaching and mentoring by a Missouri State University Honors College 

faculty member.

Dr. Sam C. Dyer 
Department of Communication

The MARCIA MORRISET AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO HONORS 
EDUCATION recognizes the exceptional service, mentoring and advising accomplishments of MSU’s 

Honors College faculty and affiliated staff. The award was created in recognition of Marcia Morriset’s 

many years of service to the Honors College. The award is presented to a faculty or staff member who 

has contributed broadly to the advancement of honors education at Missouri State University and/or has 

excelled at undergraduate mentorship and advising of Honors College students.

Dr. Kelly Cabrera Hayes 
Coordinator International Leadership and Training Center

The DIRECTOR’S AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING FACULTY RESEARCH acknowledges the 

exceptional research accomplishments of MSU’s Honors College faculty. This award recognizes a faculty 

member’s research excellence and is meant to acknowledge those Honors College professors who serve 

as the best example of the ideal scholar/teacher who has not only made a significant contribution to their 

own field of research, but who have also helped to expand the growth and development of honors education 

at MSU. Director’s award recipients have made major contributions to their own research fields and have 

participated in the ongoing success of the Missouri State University Honors College.

Dr. Alicia M. Walker 
Sociology and Anthropology
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CITIZENSHIP AND  
SERVICE-LEARNING AWARDS

EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE-LEARNING AWARD
This award is presented to faculty in grateful appreciation and distinguished recognition of their hard 

work, dedication and commitment to excellence in fostering service-learning.

This year’s Excellence in Service-Learning Award honors three outstanding faculty members who were 

selected as recipients for the Bonner Community-Engaged Learning Fellowship Stipend Award:

Lori Rogers 
English

Lori Rogers is a senior instructor in the department of English and has been at Missouri State since 2004. 

In her ENG 310 class, students worked in teams in partnership with community organizations to conduct 

research and develop conclusions and solutions from the results. They worked on designing documents, and 

developing programs or methods to address the organization’s needs.

Taleyna Morris 
Communication

Taleyna Morris joined the department of communication in 1997 and became a full-time senior instructor 

in 2015. In her COM 332 class, students worked in six teams to complete research for organizations working 

to address issues within the community, including food pantry outreach, prenatal care and increasing 

volunteer pools. 

Bernard Kitheka 
Kinesiology

Bernard is an associate professor in the department of kinesiology. He joined Missouri State in 2016. In his 

spring 2023 REC 311 class, Kitheka’s students examined issues surrounding inequities in outdoor spaces and 

how to support equity and diversity in recreational or physical activities. 

FACULTY CENTER FOR TEACHING  
AND LEARNING AWARDS 

These awards recognize faculty who have demonstrated excellence in teaching and dedication to student 

success. This year there were five recipients of this award.

Dr. Amber Howard
Childhood Education and Family Studies

Amber Howard teaches childhood education and family studies. She frames her teaching around three 

themes: humanizing, being relevant and relation-centered pedagogy. She has modified her course policies 

and teaching practices to be more student-centered and focused on equity, inclusion and trauma informed 

pedagogy. She believes that students learn more when their humanity and identities are recognized and 

celebrated. Howard put this philosophy into action when advising a pre-service teacher who was afraid her 

learning disability would hold her back from teaching elementary students. She credited Dr. Howard with 

helping her see her learning disability as a strength in the classroom and not a weakness. The student said 

“(I) found confidence within myself to trust my teaching ability. ... Dr. Howard is the reason I am ready to 

become an educator.”

Dr. Scott Worman
Sociology and Anthropology

Scott Worman teaches the general education course Exploring Our Human Ancestry. He strives to make 

course materials relevant, available and affordable. When textbook costs exceeded $125, Worman made the 

decision to teach textbook-free using a series of shorter readings, relevant web resources and videos. He has 

also transformed student research projects in his upperclassman courses to make fieldwork more accessible 

to students. He partnered with colleagues to provide local historical archaeology field experiences dropping 

costs to one-tenth of what a national field school experience would cost. Worman has supervised dozens of 

student internships with organizations like the Springfield History Museum, the Center for Archaeological 

Research and the Mark Twain National Forest. He also advises student research projects, many of them being 

published in the Missouri Archaeological Society Quarterly, Logos and conference presentations. 
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20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Billie Follensbee 
RCOAL

5 YEARS OF SERVICE

Andrew Minor Baker 
COE

Sarah Jean Baker 
COE

Angela Bell 
RCOAL

Christina Bowles 
FYE

Sara Burge 
RCOAL

Melanie Carden-Jessen 
CNAS

Ching-Wen Chang 
COE/FYE 

Nora Cox 
RCOAL

Thomas Franklin
MCHHS / FYE

Tracey Glaessgen 
FYE

Hannah Harris 
MCHHS / FYE

Amber Howard 
COE

Amy Hulme 
MCHHS

Aubrey Larimore-Vargas 
FYE

Judith Martin 
RCOAL

Jonathan Newman 
RCOAL / FYE

Ashley Payne 
MCHHS

Jerilyn Reed 
MCHHS / FYE

Ryan Reed 
FYE

Steven Schneider 
COAG

James Sottile 
COE

Kanu Priya Tapis  
COB

Abby Templer-Rodrigues  
CHPA

Julia Troche’  
CHPA (CASL Oversight Committee 
Member)

Teresa Waters  
COE

Christine Wright  
COE / FYE

10 YEARS OF SERVICE

Sabrina Brinson  
COE

Donald Fischer 
MCHHS

Dana Frederick 
COB

Richard Garrad 
MCHHS

Jason Jolley 
RCOAL / UHC

15 YEARS OF SERVICE

Melinda Novik 
MCHHS

Marciann Patton  
COB

CITIZENSHIP AND SERVICE-LEARNING AWARDS
The following faculty members are honorably recognized for reaching a milestone of service to  

Citizenship and Service-Learning.

THE GOVERNOR’S AWARD FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING

This award is based on effective teaching and advising, innovative course design and delivery, service to the 

university, commitment to high standards of excellence and success in nurturing student achievement. It is 

presented by the governor of Missouri and the Missouri Coordinating Board for Higher Education.

Recipient to be announced during reception.

FOUNDATION AWARD RECIPIENTS
The FOUNDATION AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING, RESEARCH AND 
SERVICE are funded by the Missouri State University Foundation, the nonprofit that works to secure 

private gifts to benefit Missouri State University. Foundation awards are presented to faculty members 

in recognition of their excellence in the areas of teaching, research and/or creative activities and service. 

Recipients’ accomplishments epitomize the university’s efforts to become a nationally acclaimed university, 

admired for the quality of its academic programs, the influence of its research and scholarship, the 

achievements of its students, faculty and staff, and the impact of its many service efforts.

FOUNDATION AWARD FOR TEACHING

Aida Haas-Wisecup
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Michelle Morgan
History

FOUNDATION AWARDS FOR RESEARCH

John Chuchiak
History

Kevin Mickus
Geography, Geology and Planning

FOUNDATION AWARD FOR SERVICE

William Sandel
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Kyler Sherman-Wilkins
Sociology and Anthropology 
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Sarah Mellors
Associate Professor with Tenure 
History

 
Sarah Panzer 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
History

Kyler Sherman-Wilkins
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Sociology and Anthropology

 
Marnie Watson 
Associate Professor with Tenure 

Sociology and Anthropology 
 

COLLEGE OF NATURAL 
AND APPLIED SCIENCES 
 
Liza Cobos 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Hospitality Leadership

Krista Evans
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Geography, Geology and Planning

 
Melida Gutierrez 
Distinguished Professor 
Geography, Geology and Planning

Nancy Kageyama
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Hospitality Leadership

 
Gary Meints 
Professor 
Chemistry and Biochemistry

 
Babur Mirza 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Biology

David Perkins
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Geography, Geology and Planning

 
Matthew Pierson 
Professor 
Cooperative Engineering

Quinton Phelps
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Biology

 
Cyren Rico 
Associate Professor with Tenure 

Chemistry and Biochemistry

MCQUEARY COLLEGE OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES 
 
Natalie Allen 
Clinical Associate Professor 
Public Health and Sports Medicine

David Carr
Professor 
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Shelley Carter 
Clinical Associate Professor 
School of Nursing

Jaime Gnau
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Public Health and Sports Medicine

 
Nicole Gorley 
Senior Instructor 
Biomedical Science

 
Kimberly Ireland 
Clinical Associate Professor 
Communication Sciences and Disorders

Jill Layman
Associate Professor with Tenure 
School of Anesthesia

Allan Liggett 
Clinical Professor 
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Dana Paliliunas
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Psychology

 
Kathryn Patterson 
Clinical Professor 
School of Nursing 

Jennifer Pratt 
Clinical Professor 

Communication Sciences and Disorders

DARR COLLEGE OF 
AGRICULTURE 
 
Nichole Busdieker-Jesse 
Senior Instructor 
Agribusiness, Agriculture Education 
and Communication

Wenping Qiu
Distinguished Professor 
Environmental Plant Science and 
Natural Resources

Congratulations to all the faculty who achieved Tenure and/or Promotion this year.  

REYNOLDS COLLEGE OF 
ARTS AND LETTERS 
 
Joshua Albers 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Art and Design

Antoinette Barffour
Associate Professor with Tenure 
World Language and Cultures

 
Maria Cerdas Cisneros 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
World Language and Cultures

Carol Chapman
Professor 
Music

 
Cathie English  
Professor 
English

Maria Gerasimchuk-
Djordjevic  
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Art and Design

Jason Hausback 
Professor 
Music

Lanya Lamouria 
Professor 
English

Deborah Larson
Professor 
Media, Journalism and Film

 
Jonathan Mabee 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Media, Journalism and Film

 
 

Judith Martinez
Associate Professor with Tenure 
World Languages and Cultures

 
Jocelyn Millana  
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Media, Journalism and Films

Eric Morris  
Professor 
Communication

Jin Seo 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Art and Design

Suneeta Thomas  
Associate Professor with Tenure 
English

Erin Wehrman  
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Communication 
 
Sarah Williams 
Professor 
Communication

 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
 
LinDa (Jackson) Li 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Marketing

Aaron Sauer
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Technology and Construction 
Management

 
Jenifer Skibas 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Marketing

 
 

Gregory Tapis
Associate Professor with Tenure 
School of Accountancy

Douglas Witte 
Professor 
Finance and Risk Management

 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
 
Reesha Adamson 
Professor 
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Chloe Bolyard
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies 
 
Joanna Cemore-Brigden 
Professor 
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Pamela Correll
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Reading, Foundations and Technology

 
Jennifer Grace-Duran 
Tenure 
Greenwood Laboratory School

 

COLLEGE OF 
HUMANITIES AND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
 
Amy Artman 
Senior Instructor 
Religious Studies

Nick Beatty
Senior Instructor 
Political Science

Laura Hart 
Associate Professor with Tenure 
Sociology and Anthropology

 PROMOTION AND TENURE
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20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Crystal Dicke 
Library 

Hugh Gibson 
Kinesiology

Brian High 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Hye-Jung Hong 
Music

Tina Hopper 
Biology

Danae Hudson 
Psychology

Wafaa Kaf  
Communication Sciences and Disorders

William Meadows 
Sociology and Anthropology 

Eric Morris 
Communication

Richard Todd Payne 
Music

Cathy Pearman 
Reading, Foundations and Technology

Kevin Pybas 
Political Science 

Wesley Scroggins 
Management

Donna Sherrill 
Mathematics 

Darren Taylor 
Greenwood Laboratory School

Rebecca Woodard 
Kinesiology 

25 YEARS OF SERVICE

Elizabeth Rozell 
College of Business

Mark Given 
Religious Studies

James Kaatz 
Political Science

Giorgianna Saunders 
Biology

Abby Burch 
Greenwood Laboratory School

Marcus Cafagna 
English

Yuhua Qiao 
Political Science 

Barbara Robinson 
Physical Therapy

Patrick Sell 
Information Technology & 
Cybersecurity

Gary Stafford 
Mathematics

Cathy Van Landuyt 
Information Technology & 
Cybersecurity

Saibal Mitra 
Physics, Astronomy and Materials 
Science

Jennifer Murvin  
English

Melinda Novik 
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Benjamin Onyango 
Agribusiness, Education and 
Communication		

Diana Piccolo 		
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Ralph Shain  
Philosophy

Joshua Smith  
Biomedical Sciences 

Tracy Stout  
Library 

Christine Sudbrock 
Agribusiness, Education and 
Communications 
 
Linda Sun  
Mathematics 

 

Sarah Wiggin 
Theatre and Dance

Elizabeth Williamson 
Physical Therapy

Joseph Williams  
Biomedical Sciences

Matthew Wright  
Mathematics

Songfeng Zheng 
Mathematics

SERVICE AWARDS
SERVICE AWARDS honor faculty members who have reached a five-year longevity milestone in  

their years of service to Missouri State University. To qualify, employees must have worked full-time at 

Missouri State and reached a five-year milestone (10, 15, 20, etc.) within the current academic year to be 

honored at the May reception.

10 YEARS OF SERVICE

Reesha Adamson 
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Richard Amberg 
Media, Journalism and Film 

Mandy Benedict-Chambers 
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Melissa Bledsoe 
Environmental and Plant Sciencs

Tara Bonebrake 
Greenwood Laboratory School

LeAnn Brazeal 
Communications

Chrisie Cathey 
Psychology

W. David Carr 
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Catherine English 
English

Monika Feeney 
School of Anesthesia

Christopher Hines 
Accounting

Catherine Hoegeman 
Sociology and Anthropology

Leonard Horton 
Media, Journalism and Film

Lyon Hough 
Biomedical Sciences

Kevin Hubbard 
Technology and Construction 
Management

Jeffrey Jones 
Finance and Risk Management

Ronald Malega 
Geography, Geology and Planning

Gary Michelfelder 
Geography, Geology and Planning

Bukola Oyeniyi 
History

James Sottile 
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Andrew Twibell 
Media, Journalism and Film

Frederick Worman 
Sociology and Anthropology

David Zimmerman 
Psychology

15 YEARS OF SERVICE

Telory Arendell 
Theatre and Dance

Damon Bassett  
Geography, Geology, & Planning 

Brooks Blevins 
History

Sabrina Brinson 
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Cory Fearing  
Greenwood Laboratory School 

Kenneth Gillam 
English

Stacy Goddard  
Kinesiology 

Lester Heitger  
School of Accountancy 

Grace Jackson-Brown  
Library 

Adena Jones   
Psychology

Carl Keller 
School of Accountancy

 
Day Ligon  
Biology 
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CURRICULUM INNOVATION AWARDS 
Below are the recipients for this year’s Curriculum Innovation Grants:

Paul Ajuwon
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Enhancing Specialized 
Mathematical Skills of Teacher 
Candidates in Blindness and Low 
Vision Programs

Ronda Entlicher-Stewart
School of Nursing

3-D Printed Skins to Enhance 
Confidence of Skin Lesion Removal 
by Student Nurse Practitioners

 
 

Matthew McKay and 
Damon Bassett
Geography, Geology and Planning

Creating VR World-scape for 
Training Geologist

Marnie Watson, Erin 
Kenny, and  
Christina Ryder
Sociology and Anthropology

Center for Ozark Poverty VR 
Poverty Immersion: A Unique Out-
of-Classroom Experience

 
 

Georgianna Saunders and 
Biology

Melanie Carden-Jessen   
Geography, Geology and Planning 
 
Incorporating Master High School 
Science Teachers in Online, 
Asynchronous Teacher Education

Andrew Ward, Scott 
Wallentine, and Kimberly 
Ennis 
Physical Therapy

Musculoskeletal Equipment 
Enhanced Lear

ADDITIONAL RECOGNITIONS
SUMMER 2023 FACULTY FELLOWSHIP GRANTS

Yue Cui
Mathematics

Angela Hornsby-Gutting
History

Daniel Moreno-German
Cooperative Engineering/Physics, 
Astronomy and Materials Science 

Michael Murray
Music 

Sarah Panzer
History  

Ashley Payne
Psychology

Nicole West
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education 

SPRING 2023

Kyoungtae Kim
Biology

Bernard Kitheka
Kinesiology

Day Ligon
Biology

Gary Michelfelder
Geography, Geology and Planning

Gabriel Ondetti
Political Science

Jon Turner
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education 

Fei Wang
Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Keiichi Yoshimatsu
Chemistry and Biochemistry

ADDITIONAL RECOGNITIONS
FACULTY RESEARCH GRANTS

FALL 2022

Paul Ajuwon
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Jay McEntee
Biology

Adam McGee
Animal Science 

Matthew McKay 
Geography, Geology and Planning

Gary Meints
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Kennedy Ongaga
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Quinton Phelps
Biology

Cristina Pippa
Media, Journalism and Film

Amanda Smith
Art and Design

Lacy Sukovaty
Animal Science

Dr. Christopher Kelts, MUS 
Joelle Manns and  Zoe Barnes collaborated to convert sheet 
music into a musical Braille file for a student who is blind.

Drs. Toby Dogwiler, Gary Michelfelder and 
Melida Gutierrez  
Geography, Geology & Planning 
Anna Richey and Hanlin Zhang   
GGP Graduate students 
This team researched and collaborated to provide accessible 
content for a student who is blind, including making virtual 
reality accessible.

HONOREES, RECOGNIZED BY THE PRESIDENT’S  
COUNCIL ON ACCESSIBILITY

45 YEARS OF SERVICE

W.D. Blackmon  
English

30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Alicia Mathis 
Biology 

Mahua Mitra 
Economics

Angela Plank 
Biology 

35 YEARS OF SERVICE

Emmett Redd 
Physics, Astronomy and Materials 
Science



INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS  
BY FACULTY

This is a list of faculty who published recently in the following categories: Art Exhibition, Book,  

Book Chapter, Broadcast/Film Media, Dance-Choreography, Dance Performance, Design Exhibition, 

Journal Article, Music Conducting, Music Performance, Other Publications, Theatre–Design/Technical 

Work, Theatre–Directing and Theatre–Performance.

ART EXHIBITION

Kyle Aho
Music

Jimmie Allen
Art and Design

Deidre Argyle
Art and Design

Fatih Benzer
Art and Design

Cole Closser 
Art and Design

Keith Ekstam
Art and Design

Billie Follensbee
Art and Design

Andrea Hellman
English

Marcus Howell
Art and Design

Sean Lyman
Art and Design

Amanda Smith
Art and Design

Gwen Walstrand
Art and Design

Sarah Wilcoxon
Theatre and Dance

Sarah Williams
Art and Design

Steve Willis
Art and Design

BOOK

Reesha Adamson
Counseling, Leadership and  
Special Education

Nancy Asay
Fashion and Interior Design

Joann Barnett
Mathematics

James Baumlin
English

Jordan Belisle
Psychology

Stephen Berkwitz
Religious Studies

 

Brooks Blevins
History

John Chuchiak
History

David Claborn
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Denise Cunningham
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Nikolay Gerasimchuk
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Adam Harbaugh
Mathematics

 

Aida Hass
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Holly Holladay
Media, Journalism and Film

Shouchuan Hu
Mathematics

Stephanie Huffman
Reading, Foundations and Technology

Kurt Killion
Mathematics 

Victor Matthews
College of Humanities and Public 
Affairs
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EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT AWARD

Ashlea Cardin
Occupational Therapy 

Rebecca   Swearingen
Reading, Foundations and Technology

ADDITIONAL RECOGNITIONS

GENERAL EDUCATION  
ASSESSMENT AWARD

Philippa Koch
Religious Studies 
REL 131: Religion in America

Lori Rogers
English 
ENG 310: Writing II: Writing for 
Graduate and Professional Schools

Jennifer Murvin
English  
ENG 205: Creative Nonfiction

BOARD OF GOVERNORS’ FACULTY 
EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARDS
Diana Piccolo
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies 

Shurita Thomas-Tate
Communication Sciences and Disorders

Stephen Spatest 
Communication

EINHELLIG GRADUATE INTERDISCIPLINARY FORUM 
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE THESIS ADVISOR & MENTOR

OUTSTANDING THESIS ADVISOR, 
Dr. Razib Iqbal 
Computer Science

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE MENTOR 
Dr. Gordana Lazić 
Communication



William Meadows
Sociology and Anthropology

Linda Moser
English

Eric Morris
Communication

Lindsey Murphy
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Sarah Murray
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Marciann Patton 
Technology and Construction 
Management

Deborah Piland 
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Gay Ragan
Mathematics

Cyren Rico
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Caryn Saxon
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Marjorie Shavers
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Educations

John Strong
Religious Studies

Patrick Sullivan
Mathematics

Michael Suttmoeller 
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Shawn Wahl
Reynolds College of Arts and Letters

Suzanne Walker-Pacheco
Sociology and Anthropology

Marnie Watson 
Sociology and Anthropology

BOOK CHAPTER

Djene Bajalan
History

A. Minor Baker
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Tracy Beckham
School of Anesthesia

Stephen Berkwitz
Religious Studies 

Gautam Bhattacharyya
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Melissa Bledsoe
Environmental Plant Science and 
Natural Resource

S Brahnam
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Bryan Brinkman
History

Chloe Bolyard
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Joanna Cemore Brigden
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

John Chuchiak 
History

David Claborn 
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Mara Cohen Ioannides
English

Jeffrey Cornelius-White
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Toby Dogwiler
Geography, Geology and Planning

Kelly Dudley
School of Social Work

 

Cathie English
English

Stacie Finley
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Mark Given
Religious Studies

Melida Gutierrez
Geography, Geology and Planning

Melinda Hammerschmidt
Greenwood Laboratory School

Andrea Hellman
English

Steven Jones
Reading, Foundations and Technology 

Amanda Keys
School of Social Work

Christopher Lynch
Political Science 

Judith Martinez
World Languages and Cultures

Michael Masterson
Political Science

Jennice McCafferty-Wright
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Andrea Miller
Library Services

Lindsey Murphy
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

James Parsons
Music

Kevin Pybas
Political Science

Yuhua Qiao 
Political Science

Cyren Rico
Chemistry and Biochemistry

David Romano
Political Science

Dennis Rudnick
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Pam Sailors
Philosophy

Jeanie Skibiski
School of Anesthesia

Stephen Spates
Communication

Karrie Swan 
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Shawn Wahl
Reynolds College of Arts and Letters

Alicia Walker
Sociology and Anthropology

Marnie Watson
Sociology and Anthropology

Raegan Wiechert
Library Services

Nicole West
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Mary Willis
Sociology and Anthropology

Keiichi Yoshimatsu
Chemistry and Biochemistry

BROADCAST/FILM MEDIA

Andrew Twibell 
Media, Journalism and Film 

DANCE – CHOREOGRAPHY

Sara Brummel
Theatre and Dance

Azaria Hogans
Theatre and Dance

DANCE – PERFORMANCE

Lyle Foster
Sociology and Anthropology

JOURNAL ARTICLE

Amber Abernathy
Psychology

 

Mollie Adams
School of Accountancy

 

Reesha Adamson
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education
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Katherine Adler
Management

Paul Ajuwon
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Michael Albritton
Management

Ismet Anitsal
Marketing

Andrea Applegate
Physician Assistant Studies

Rebekah Austin
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

A. Minor Baker
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Sarah Baker
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Andrzej Baran
Physics, Astronomy and Materials 
Science

Albert Barreda
Hospitality Leadership

James Baumlin
English

Bonni Behrend
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Jordan Belisle
Psychology

Benjamin Beranek
Economics

Dea Borneman
Library Services

Eric Bosch
Chemistry and Biochemistry

S Brahnam 
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Rick Brattin
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Amanda Brodeur
Biomedical Sciences

James Brooks
Biomedical Sciences

Ken Brown
Economics

Christie Cathey
Psychology

Joanna Cemore Brigden
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Sapna Chakraborty
Occupational Therapy

Chih-Cheng Edward Chang
Finance and Risk Management

Ching-Wen Chang
Reading, Foundations and Technology

Hyunjin Choi
Childhood Education and Family Studies

John Chuchiak
History

Kimberly Church
School of Accountancy

Cole Closser
Art and Design

Liza Cobos
Hospitality Leadership 

Mara Cohen Ioannides
English

Joshua Coleman
Marketing

Christopher Collins
Communication

Jeffrey Cornelius-White
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Rebecca Crowder
Greenwood Laboratory School

Yue Cui
Mathematics

Michael Czyzniejewski
English

Timothy Daugherty
Psychology

Tammi Davis
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Paul Deal
Psychology

Natasha DeVore
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Thomas Dicke
History

Randy Dillon
Communication

Ngoc Do
Mathematics

Toby Dogwiler
Geography, Geology and Planning

Paul Durham
Biology

Keith Ekstam
Art and Design

Jessica Elliott
History

Cathie English
English

Krista Evans
Geography, Geology and Planning

Monika Feeney
School of Anesthesia

Debra Finn
Biology

Timothy Flannery
Economics

Billie Follensbee
Art and Design

Jeff Foster
Psychology

Wesley Friske
Marketing

John Galvan
Marketing

Traci Garrison
Occupational Therapy

Richard Gebken
Technology and Construction 
Management

Nikolay Gerasimchuk
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Kartik Ghosh
Physics, Astronomy and Materials 
Science

Hugh Gibson
Kinesiology

Jaime Gnau
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Stacy Goddard
Kinesiology

John Gram
History

Brian Greene
Biology

Jamie Grigsby
Marketing

Xiang Guo
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Melida Gutierrez
Geography, Geology and Planning

James Hackney
Physical Therapy

Dana Haggard
Management

Melinda Hammerschmidt
Greenwood Laboratory School

David Hammons
Marketing

William Harwood
Philosophy

Sara Henary
Political Science

John Heywood
Biology

Christopher Hines
School of Accountancy

Seth Hoelscher
Finance and Risk Management

Casey Hollibaugh
Kinesiology

Debbie Horine
School of Nursing

Danae Hudson
Psychology

Michael Hudson
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Amy Hulme
Biomedical Sciences

Asif Ishtiaque
Geography, Geology and Planning

Abdullah Jamos
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders

Tasnuba Jerin
Geography, Geology and Planning

Richard Johnson
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Jason Jolley
World Languages and Cultures

Jeffrey Jones
Finance and Risk Management

Wafaa Kaf
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders

Nancy Kageyama
Hospitality Leadership

Radhika Kaula
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Rajeev Kaula
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Carl Keller
School of Accountancy
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Junyoung Kim
Kinesiology

Kyoungtae Kim
Biology

LaToya Kissoon-Charles
Biology

Bernard Kitheka
Kinesiology

Michael Kyle
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Joshua Lambert
Library Services

Lanya Lamouria
English

Gordana Lazic
Communication

Ashley Leinweber
Political Science

Kayla Lewis
Reading, Foundations and Technology

LinDa Li
Marketing

Yating Liang
Kinesiology

Day Ligon
Biology

Hui Liu
Computer Science

Siming Liu
Computer Science

Stefanie Livers
Childhood Education and  
Family Studies

Sarah Lockenvitz
Communication Sciences and Disorders

Christopher Lupfer
Biology

Cynthia MacGregor
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Sean Maher
Biology

Luciane Maimone
World Languages and Cultures

Michael Masterson
Political Science

Jennice McCafferty-Wright
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Jay McEntee
Biology

Annice McLean
Reading, Foundations and Technology

Keith McShan
Kinesiology

William Meadows
Sociology and Anthropology

Gary Meints
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Kevin Mickus
Geography, Geology and Planning

Babur Mirza
Biology

Daniel Moreno
Engineering Program

Eric Morris
Communication

Jennifer Murvin
English

Charles Myers
English

Charles Myers
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Conrad Naegle
School of Accountancy

Sarah Nixon
Reading, Foundations and Technology

Melinda Novik
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Courtney Pham
Marketing

Carly Pierson
Marketing

Daniela Novotny
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Tayo Obafemi-Ajayi
Engineering Program

Gabriel Ondetti
Political Science

Kelsi Opat
Agricultural Business, Education and 
Communication

Brian Ott
Communication

Indira Palacios-Valladares
Political Science

Dana Paliliunas
Psychology

Sarah Panzer
History

James Parsons
Music
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Robert Pavlowsky
Geography, Geology and Planning

Ashley Payne
Psychology

Cathy Pearman
Reading, Foundations and Technology

Melissa Penkalski
School of Nursing

David Perkins
Geography, Geology and Planning

Quinton Phelps
Biology

Matthew Pierson
Engineering Program

Puneet Prakash
Finance and Risk Management

Kanu Priya
Management

Maciej Pszczolkowski
Environmental Plant Science and 
Natural Resource

Kent Ragan
College of Business

Megan Rainville
Finance and Risk Management

Rebecca Rast
Marketing

Muhammad Raza
Childhood Education and Family 
Studies

Michael Reed
Physics, Astronomy and Materials 
Science

Cyren Rico
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Jordan Riddell
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Hillary Roberts
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Herbert Rodrigues
Sociology and Anthropology

Vanessa Rodriguez  
de la Vega
World Languages and Cultures

Avery Russell
Biology

Azadeh Sabz
Management

Pam Sailors
Philosophy

Ridwan Sakidja
Physics, Astronomy and Materials 
Science

William Sandel
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Aaron Sauer
Technology and Construction 
Management

John Schmalzbauer
Religious Studies

George Schmelzle
School of Accountancy 

Wesley Scroggins
Management 

Leslie Seawright
English 

Steven Senger
Mathematics

Randall Sexton
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Ralph Shain
Philosophy

Feibo Shao
Management 

Christina Simmers
Marketing

Jenifer Skiba
Marketing

Jeanie Skibiski
School of Anesthesia

Cody Smith
Kinesiology

Diane Smith
School of Nursing

Elizabeth Sobel
Sociology and Anthropology

Stephen Spates
Communication

Nihar Sreepada
Communication

Kristen Stout
Communication 

Patrick Sullivan
Mathematics

Xingping Sun
Mathematics

Michael Suttmoeller
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Karrie Swan
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education 

Greg Tapis
School of Accountancy 

Kerri Tassin
School of Accountancy 



Alison Storochuk
Music

Wei-han Su
Music

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Clydette Alsup-Egbers
Environmental Plant Science and 
Natural Resource 

Giorgianna Auteri
Biology

Mohammed Belkhouche
Computer Science

 

Marcus Cafagna
English

Razib Iqbal
Computer Science

Ajay Katangur
Computer Science

 

Yating Liang
Kinesiology

Day Ligon
Biology

Sining Liu
Computer Science

Jamil Saquer
Computer Science

THEATRE - DIRECTING

Kurt Heinlein
Theatre and Dance

Christopher Herr
Theatre and Dance

Jake Simmons
Communication

Sarah Wiggin
Theatre and Dance
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Abby Templer Rodrigues
Sociology and Anthropology

Ravi Thambusamy
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Alan Tinkler
English

Barri Tinkler
College of Education

Julia Troche’
History

Alexander Wait
Biology

Heather Walters
Communication

Marnie Watson
Sociology and Anthropology

Margaret Weaver
English

Fei Weng
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Nicole West
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
Education

Brooke Whisenhunt
Psychology

Letitia White-Minnis
Communication Sciences and Disorders

Sarah Wilcoxon
Theatre and Dance

Jessica Willis
Psychology

Mary Willis
Sociology and Anthropology

Doug Witte
Finance and Risk Management

Shannon Wooden
English

Xiuye Xie
Kinesiology

Zhiguo Yang
Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity

Adena Young-Jones
Psychology

Ying Zhang
Finance and Risk Management

Xibei Zhang
Finance and Risk Management

Songfeng Zheng
Mathematics

David Zimmerman
Psychology

Brooke Whisenhunt
Psychology

MUSIC PERFORMANCE

Matthew Boswell
Music

Scott Cameron
Music

Lisa Casey
Music

Carol Chapman
Music

Jung Choi
Music

Minju Choi
Music

Julie Combs
Music

Jason Hausback
Music

David Hays
Music

Jill Heyboer
Music

Andrew Homburg
Music

Hye-Jung Hong
Music

Emlyn Johnson
Music

Christopher Kelts
Music

Daniel Ketter
Music

Cameron LaBarr
Music

Amy Muchnick
Music

Michael Murray
Music

John Prescott
Music

Bill Sandel
Music

Brad Snow
Music
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FACULTY GRANTS
Externally sponsored grants assist faculty members in achieving their goals of education, research and 

service projects. The following grants were submitted recently. Those marked with an asterisk were funded.

Reesha Adamson
Counseling, Leadership and  
Special Education

Paul Ajuwon
Counseling, Leadership and  
Special Education

Tuhina Banerjee
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Andrzej Baran
Physics, Astronomy and  
Materials Science

M. Chris Barnhart*
Biology

Tracy Beckham*
School of Anesthesia

Tiglet Besara*
Physics, Astronomy and  
Materials Science

William Boyer*
Animal Science

Trisha Bradley*
Southwest Missouri Area  
Health Education Center

Gilbert Brown
Counseling, Leadership and  
Special Education

Michael Burton
Environmental Plant Science and 
Natural Resources

David Claborn*
Public Health and Sports Medicine

David Cornelison*
Physics, Astronomy and  
Materials Science

Christopher Craig*
Office of the Provost

Denise Cunningham
Childhood Education and  
Family Studies

Kevin Cupka Head*
Center for Archeological Research

Tammi David
Childhood Education and  
Family Studies

Michele Day*
School of Social Work

Ronald Del Vecchio*
College of Agriculture

Natasha DeVore
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Toby Dogwiler*
Geography, Geology and Planning

Dalen Duitsman*
Ozarks Public Health Institute

Leslie Echols*
Psychology

Karen Engler*
Communication Sciences and Disorders

Monika Feeney
School of Nursing

Debra Finn*
Biology

Keri Franklin
Office of the Provost

Nikolay Gerasimchuk
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Tracie Gieselman-France*
Library Services

Kris Grbac*
Communication Sciences and Disorders

Heidi Hadley
English

Andrea Hellman*
English

Tona Hetzler*
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Michael Hudson
Public Health and Sports Medicine

Amy Hulme*
Biomedical Sciences

Chin-Feng Hwang
Environmental Plant Science and 
Natural Resources

Razib Iqbal
Computer Science

Emlyn Johnson*
Music

Wafaa Kaf
Communication Sciences and Disorders

Ajay Katangur
Computer Science

Kyoungtae Kim
Biology

Day Ligon*
Biology

Stefanie Livers
Childhood Education and  
Family Studies

Neal Lopinot*
Center for Archeological Research

Christopher Lupfer*
Biology

Ronald Malega
Geography, Geology and Planning

Alicia Mathis*
Biology

Matthew McKay*
Geography, Geology and Planning

Gary Meints
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Xin Miao*
Geography, Geology and Planning

Gary Michelfelder*
Physics, Astronomy and  
Materials Science

Kevin Mickus
Geography, Geology and Planning

Andrea Miller*
Library

Saibal Mitra
Physics, Astronomy and  
Materials Science

Jennifer Morganthaler*
Environmental Plant Science and 
Natural Resources

Tayo Obafemi-Ajayi*
Computer Science

Marilyn Odneal*
Environmental Plant Science and 
Natural Resources

Kennedy Ongaga*
Counseling, Leadership, and  
Special Education

Benjamin Onyango
Agribusiness, Agriculture Education 
and Communication

Kelsi Opat
Agribusiness, Agriculture Education 
and Communication

Robert Pavlowsky*
Geography, Geology and Planning

Quinton Phelps*
Biology

Deborah Piland*
Biomedical Sciences

Michael Reed*
Physics, Astronomy and  
Materials Science

Cyren Rico
Chemistry and Biochemistry

John Rose*
Defense and Strategic Studies

Avery Russell
Biology

Ridwan Sakijda
Physics, Astronomy and  
Materials Science

Georgianna Saunders
Biology

Steven Senger
Mathematics

Marjorie Shavers*
Counseling, Leadership and  
Special Education

Kyler Sherman-Wilkins
Sociology and Anthropology

Jeanie Skibiski*
School of Anesthesia 

Stephen Spates*
Communication

Ryan Udan*
Biology

Nicole West
Counseling, Leadership and  
Special Education

Kelly Wood*
Office of the Provost

Jennice Wright
Childhood Education and  
Family Studies
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