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          MOHEAR Project
A Program of Resource for Families of Newborns
That are Deaf or Hard of Hearing.
What is a MOHEAR?  A MOHEAR is a professional that has training and experience in working with families of children who are deaf or hard of hearing.  They can be audiologists, educators of the deaf and hard of hearing or speech language pathologists.

What does a MOHEAR do?  MOHEARs are available to accompany SPOE service or intake coordinators to meet with families of newly diagnosed infants.

What does a MOHEAR have to offer families?  The MOHEAR will provide education to families.  Topics include understanding their child’s hearing loss, its implication on speech and language development, intervention options available to help their child acquire language, and amplification.  MOHEARs are able to answer questions families may have about hearing loss and to provide additional resources such as written materials, recorded materials or web –based electronic materials.  

Why is MOHEAR important?  It has been determined that a key to good language development is early intervention that begins before six months of age.  Good intervention starts when the family has made an informed decision about the intervention program that will benefit their family.  Families can only make great decisions when they have been fully informed about the choices to be made.  It is the goal of the MOHEAR project to present all information in a non-biased manner.  
Other Important Points about MOHEAR:

· MOHEAR is not a program intervention, but service coordination that does not typically extend beyond the development of the initial IFSP.
· MOHEAR is meant to supplement service coordination provided by SPOE.

· MOHEARs are familiar with intervention service providers throughout the state and can help families and SPOE service coordinators locate providers when needed.

MOHEAR Project is a collaboration between the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) and the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The program is funded by DHSS through Missouri State University Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders.

