MOHEAR PROJECT INFORMATION FOR FIRST STEPS SERVICE COORDINATORS
HOW TO DESCRIBE MOHEAR PROJECT TO PARENTS

The following are suggestions only.  Please feel free to change as needed.
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 The MOHEAR Project is a collaboration between the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, Missouri State University, and the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to provide increased and specialized service coordination to families that have recently learned that a child is Deaf/Hard of Hearing.


· A MOHEAR is an individual who is an audiologist, educator of the deaf/hard of hearing, or a speech pathologist.  The training received in their professional preparation provides them with expertise in working with families that have a child who is deaf/hard of hearing.


· MOHEARS are available to accompany First Steps staff to consult with families regarding communication, education, and amplification options; provide resources; assist in locating services; answer questions related to hearing loss; and provide emotional support.  MOHEARs also work closely with hospitals to support them in their mission to be sure all babies receive a NHS and follow-up diagnostics if necessary.





The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (Newborn Hearing Screening Program) is currently offering a service that you might find helpful.  We can request that a MOHEAR or a professional  that has specialized training in hearing loss, attend our meetings.  In our area (Kansas City/ Northwest)  the MOHEAR is a teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing who has many years of experience with children with hearing loss and their families.  She will be able to help us understand your child’s hearing loss and what intervention is available to help him/her.  She will be able to answer your questions about hearing loss in children.  The service is free.
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