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1.	Does Missouri State University have a policy regarding drone use on campus?

Yes, Missouri State University has implemented a policy governing the use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS, commonly referred to as drones) in order to support MSU’s academic mission, while also managing the safety, privacy, liability and regulatory compliance concerns related to the use of UAS on both the Springfield and West Plains campuses.  The policy is posted on the MSU Policy Library and can be found here.

2.	Why does Missouri State University have a UAS Policy?

UAS are becoming more and more prevalent in the classroom, dorm room, and academic research setting.  Researchers, vendors, and students are using these devices in a number of ways that require MSU to formalize a policy which prohibits certain uses while also allowing for the use of UAS in certain regulated and MSU sanctioned scenarios.  

3.	To whom does the policy apply?  

The policy applies to MSU faculty, staff, students, vendors, visitors or other third-parties who seek to operate a UAS on or above MSU property, at an MSU-sponsored event, or in connection with an MSU academic exercise or research project.  

4.	What is an unmanned aircraft system?

An unmanned aircraft system means an aircraft (model airplane, helicopter, quadcopter, drone, etc) that is operated without the possibility of direct human intervention from within or on the aircraft, as well as the communication links and components that control the aircraft (remote and pilot).  We often times just say drone; however, the FAA’s definition encompasses all aspects of the fly system, aircraft, communications link, and pilot in its definition of UAS.  

5.	What UAS activities are not permitted under the MSU policy.  

Recreational/hobby use of UAS are not permitted on the Springfield and West Plains campuses of Missouri State University, or at off-campus events sponsored by MSU.  Additionally, the use of UASs by MSU faculty or staff in connection with MSU research, business, or instruction is prohibited unless prior approval has been provided by the General Counsel’s Office.  

6.	What UAS activities are permitted under the MSU policy.  

Following the appropriate permission, MSU faculty, staff, and students may use a UAS on MSU property, at university-sponsored events, or at off-campus locations for MSU research, instruction, advertising, and/or commercial/business needs.  UAS use must be consistent with FAA regulations and the application submitted to the General Counsel’s Office.  

7.	Does the policy allow for the recreational use of UAS on MSU campus?

No.  The policy prohibits the use of UAS for purely recreation / hobby purposes on MSU campus or at any MSU sponsored event.  MSU faculty, staff and students wishing to use UAS for such purposes are required to go off campus.  

8.	Are there any restrictions as to my aircraft that I need to be aware of?  

Yes.  In order to be approved all aircraft must be less than 55 lbs., and any UAS weighing more than .55 lbs. and less than 55 lbs. must be registered through the FAA.  The FAA provides the Small Unmanned Aircraft System Registration Service.  The site allows you to register your small UAS with the FAA as well as update your FAA registration.

9.	Can I use a UAS in connection with my MSU research, instruction, or other marketing efforts?  

Yes, the policy provides for applicants to submit the necessary material to ensure compliance with applicable FAA rules regarding the use of UAS.  A copy of the application is embedded in the policy, and can be found here.  The FAA considers the use of UAS by public universities as non-recreational use and therefore UAS use is regulated as a commercial business.  

The FAA requires that operators for commercial use must hold a remote pilot airman certificate with a small UAS rating, or must operate the drone under the supervision of someone who holds that certificate.  Obtaining a remote pilot certificate requires the completion of an application process, passing an aeronautical knowledge test administered at an FAA-approved knowledge testing center, and registration through the FAA’s Integrated Airman Certification and Rating Application (IACRA).  

For more information about the new rules, please see the FAA’s UAS website found at www.faa.gov/uas.  

10.	Do I need a pilot’s license to operate a UAS as part of my research? 

The FAA requires that an operator of a UAS obtain a remote pilot certificate, or be supervised by an individual who holds a remote pilot certificate.  The FAA has created a website to assist individuals in obtaining a remote pilot certificate.  

It is available at https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/fly_for_work_business/becoming_a_pilot/.

Individuals wishing to operate a UAS under the Policy, must comply with all FAA operator requirements.  The FAA has provided suggested study materials for individuals preparing for the testing component required to receive their remote pilot certificate.  These materials are available at the website above.  

11.	Can I hire a third party to use a UAS on campus?

Yes.  A request to engage a third party vendor to use a UAS on campus, or supervise the use of a UAS, must be submitted for review and approval under MSU’s policy.  Additional documentation and agreements may be requested when a third-party is being engaged under this Policy.  

12.	Does this Policy apply if I want to fly my UAS indoors?

Yes.  Given the liability concerns raised by the use of UAS (injuries to people and property) indoor recreational use of UAS is prohibited by the policy.  University instruction, research, or marketing efforts wishing to use UAS indoors must submit a request for UAS use per this policy.  While the FAA does not regulate indoor UAS use, such requests will still need to be monitored and approved by the General Counsel’s Office.  


13.	I want to use a UAS for research at night.  Is this a problem? 

Potentially.  The FAA regulations governing the commercial use of UASs set forth certain operating rules for UAS usage, including that the UAS must be flown during the day.  This particular operating rule, as well as the other Operating Rules, are subject to waiver by the FAA.  For a complete list of Operating Rules, please consult http://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/fly_for_work_business/beyond_the_basics/.  If you are aware that your desired UAS use would require a waiver of an operating rule, please indicate this on your UAS Use Request Form, and the General Counsel’s Office will assist in preparing the necessary waiver request.  The FAA indicates that they “strives to respond [to waiver requests] within 90 days.”  

14.	What should I do if I see a UAS flying on MSU property.  

If you see a UAS flying anywhere on the campus of Missouri State University, please notify the Department of Safety and Transportation at 417-836-5509.  The Department of Safety and Transportation will be given the necessary information to determine if the UAS is permitted under this policy and will enforce this policy as needed.  

15.	Where do I go to ask more questions about this policy?

The Missouri State University’s General Counsel office is responsible for implementing the Policy along with the MSU Safety & Transportation Department.  Questions regarding the Policy should first be directed to MSU’s General Counsel at 417-836-8507.  

