Financial Aid Checklist
Special Programs
Newly Admitted
· Fill out 2019-20 FAFSA for current academic year (academic year before the summer you begin)
· Fill out the 2020-2021 FAFSA for upcoming academic year (starting Fall 2021). 
· Prepare financially as loan fund refunds are not able to be added to student accounts until 3-4 weeks after each semester begins. 
· Complete Master Promissory Note and Entrance Counseling required for federal loans 
· Visit StudentAid.gov 
· If admitted between November 1 to March 1, fill out the Foundation Scholarships (there is two forms) on your My Missouri State Portal. These are scholarships that come from donors. Applications are open to all graduate students and recipients are chosen for the following year around June or July, the summer before. You will only get notified if you are chosen as a recipient.  

Once you receive your Financial Aid offer/ Before your first Semester
· Go into your My Missouri State Portal, under Student, My Financial Homepage and accept, decline, or adjust your loan amount. 
· If starting in Fall, the amount will be split between fall and spring. 
· If starting in the spring and summer, they are awarded by semester and the amount you accept will be for that term specifically. 
· Turn in any forms by their priority date. Information on these can be found on the Special Programs Financial Aid Homepage 

During your semester
· Feel free to contact your Financial Aid Counselor if you have any questions or concerns. 
· Communication is key! 
· Don’t suffer in silence, reach out to your counselor if you have any questions or concerns regarding paying for college. 
· Billing questions can be answered by the Financial Services Office at 417-836-5632 or at Carrington Hall 113. 



Continuing Students 
· The FAFSA for the next academic year comes out on October 1st. It is recommended to fill this out before February 1st to help you qualify for as many grants, loans and scholarships as possible. 
· Between November 1 to March 1, fill out the Foundation Scholarships (there is two forms) on your My Missouri State Portal. These are scholarships that come from donors. Applications are open to all graduate students and recipients are chosen for the following year around June or July, the summer before. You will only get notified if you are chosen as a recipient.  
· Accept or decline Financial Aid Offer via My Missouri State Portal, Student, My Financial Aid, Financial Aid Homepage. 
· Prepare financially as loan fund refunds are not able to be added to student accounts until 3-4 weeks after each semester begins. 

During your semester
· Feel free to contact your Financial Aid Counselor if you have any questions or concerns. 
· Communication is key! 
· Don’t suffer in silence, reach out to your counselor if you have any questions or concerns regarding paying for college. 
· Billing questions can be answered by the Financial Services Office at 417-836-5632 or at Carrington Hall 113. 

During your Last Semester
· Financial Aid will notify you when and how to complete exit counseling
· Log on to studentaid.gov to find out:  
· Find out who your loan servicer(s) is (who you will be repaying back federal loans to)
· Find out how much you owe
· Find the best repayment plan that works for you 
· Find out grace period for alternative loans (if applicable) 
· Loan repayment typically has a 6 Month Grace period before any payments are due. 
· Fill out Application to Graduate on the My Missouri State Portal. 

Questions or concerns? 
Financial Aid Counselor: 
Phone Number: 417-836-5262
Fax: 417-836-8392
Email: FinancialAisd@missouristate.edu  
