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Senate Action on Reciprocity of Old General Education Courses in New General Education 

 

Whereas the new general education program became effective Fall 2014; and 

Whereas 17 courses in the old general education program are no longer in the new general education 

program; and 

Whereas seven of the deleted courses (KIN 310, CHM 160, CHM 161, IDS 397, MTH 285, MTH 340, and 

THE 210) are allowed for reciprocity into specific areas of the new general education program if 

completed prior to Fall 2014; and 

Whereas there are numerous partner institutions, dual credit programs, and transfer equivalency 

institutions that did not receive clear communication of the courses that are no longer in the general 

education program; and 

Whereas this lack of clear communication has led to a situation where students who entered Missouri 

State University in Fall 2015 had unknowingly taken courses now deleted from our new general 

education,  

Be it resolved that the will of Faculty Senate is that the Office of the Provost and the Coordinator for 

Transfer Credit shall extend the reciprocity of the old general education courses into the new general 

education program provided that students are enrolled in reciprocal courses no later than the 2015 Fall 

semester. 

Be it further resolved that the will of Faculty Senate is that the Office of the Provost and the 

Coordinator for Transfer Credit shall coordinate to disseminate the appropriate information to partner 

institutions, dual credit programs, and institutions with high transfer equivalencies from the 

aforementioned courses so that incoming students are made aware of our recent revisions to the 

general education program and their transfer equivalencies. 
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Petition to Appeal AST 112 (Life in the Universe) 

We the undersigned members of the MSU ranked faculty wish to appeal the decision by CGEIP to add the course AST 

112 (Life in the Universe) to the General Education Curriculum as an option for satisfying the requirement for a course in 

the Life Sciences.  We believe AST 112 does not meet the objectives of the Life Sciences requirement, as explained 

below. 

1. When the new General Education curriculum was debated and refined in Faculty Senate in 2012-2013, it was 

clear that a course in the Life Sciences category would be devoted to, or at the very least be focused primarily 

on, the life sciences.   The Life Science category was created specifically to address General Goal (10) for general 

education, which states: “Students will understand basic concepts of living things, the nature of scientific 

knowledge, and the relevance of biological knowledge to human affairs.”   It was not the intent that courses in 

this area should merely have some life science content.  Otherwise, the distinction between courses in the Life 

Sciences category and the Physical Sciences category would essentially disappear.  For example, any 

introductory course in the biological sciences will cover some basic chemistry, but this does not and should not 

qualify it as a course in the physical sciences. 

2. According to the sample policy statement, lectures in AST 112 will follow the textbook “Life in the Universe” by 

Bennett and Shostak.  This text is not promoted by its publishers as an introduction to the life sciences.  The 

publisher’s overview states:  “Life in the Universe takes non-science majors on a journey through the solar 

system and beyond, using a rigorous yet accessible introduction to astronomy, biology, and geology to explain 

natural phenomena and to explore profound scientific questions about astrobiology…  Designed for astrobiology 

courses but also suitable for introductory astronomy courses, Life in the Universe captures your imagination …” 

(italics added). 

3. The Bennett/Shostak textbook (third edition, 2012) contains 13 chapters, only two of which address the life 

sciences.  These are chapter 5 (the nature of life on earth) and chapter 6 (the origin and evolution of life on 

earth).  Chapter 5 contains bits and pieces of the material that would fill the entirety of a textbook on the life 

sciences; middle school science classes in the Springfield Public School system provide more exposure to the life 

sciences than is provided by this text.  Besides the two chapters mentioned above, there is one chapter on the 

geology of Earth (chapter 4), and ten (!) chapters on astronomy.  As indicated by the publisher, this is essentially 

a textbook on astronomy that uses the possibility of extraterrestrial life as a hook.  The sample policy statement 

indicates that the contents of this course will be delivered in six sections that follow the textbook closely, with 

the material in chapters 5 and 6 being addressed in only one of these sections. 

4. A proposal to include AST 112 as a Life Sciences course in the general education curriculum was denied by CGEIP 

in 2013.  The Department of PAM appealed this decision, forcing the proposal to the floor of the Faculty Senate 

on May 9, 2013.  The Senate denied the appeal (i.e., upheld CGEIP’s decision) for the reasons outlined above.  

Although some of the wording has been changed on the course proposal (e.g., more mention of the Life Science 

learning outcomes), the actual content of the course has not changed perceptibly.   
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