
  

Minutes of the March Session of the Faculty Senate 

The Faculty Senate held the March session on Thursday, March 13, 2025, in the PSU 313. Chair Scott Zimmerman called 

the session to order at 3:30 p.m. Mike Hudson served as parliamentarian. 

 

Substitutes: Monka Islam Khan for Tim Flannery, Economics; and Ridwan Sakidja for Mike Reed, Physics, Astronomy & 

Materials Science. 

Absences: Melinda Hammerschmidt, Greenwood; Jenifer Roberts, Merchandising & Fashion Design; Randi Ulbricht, 

Biomedical Sciences; Bonnie Slavych, Communication Sciences & Disorders; and Gabriel Ondetti, Political Science. 

Guests: Katrina Chavez, Curriculum Planning & Management; Mitzi Kirkland-Ives, FHRC; Jamie C. Atkinson, 

Committee on Rules; Suzanne Walker-Pacheco, Sociology, Anthropology & Gerontology; Angela Young, Office of the 

Registrar; Missy Penkalski, Graduate Council; and Tamera Jahnke, Office of the Provost. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The February 2025 minutes were approved as posted. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• If necessary, a carry-over meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 25, 2025 (a correction from the agenda), at 

3:30 p.m. (location TBD) 

• GEP 101 instructors needed, https://www.missouristate.edu/FirstYearPrograms/instructor-recruitment.htm 

• Strategic Planning Interactive Workshop No. 4, Thursday, April 3, 2025, 2 - 3:30 p.m, 

https://www.missouristate.edu/StrategicPlan/participation.htm 

• All Faculty Recognition Reception, May 5, 3:30-4:30, location TBD 

 

REPORT—UNIVERSITY GIVING DAY 

Greg Fansler, Executive Director of Engagement and Alumni Relations, and his colleagues, presented the details on 

University Giving Day. 

 

ELECTION—UNIVERSITY HEARING COMMITTEE 

Secretary Finch conducted the annual UHC election. 

 

ELECTION—FACULTY STUDENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION 

Secretary Finch conducted the annual FSJC election. 

 

PRESENTATION FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Mike Foster, Committee Chair, presented the committee’s candidates for the 2025-2026 Chair-Elect and Secretary of the 

Faculty election to be held at the April session. 

 

Chair-Elect Candidate: Heidi Backes, Associate Professor, Languages, Cultures & Religions/RCASH 

Secretary of the Faculty Candidate: Kim Finch, Associate Professor, Special Education, Leadership & Professional 

Studies/COE 

 

Additional nominations should be sent to Faculty Senate chair, Scott Zimmerman, by April 1st. 

 

ACTION ON CURRICULAR PROPOSALS 

Senator Fatih Benzer/Art and Design  

New Program: New Media Arts Certificate 

Senator Lamouria made a motion to postpone the proposal until the April meeting. 

The motion passed. 
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Senator Fatih Benzer/Art and Design  

New Program: New Media Arts Minor 

Senator McIntyre made a motion to postpone the proposal until the April meeting. 

The motion passed. 

 

Senator Maureen Templeman/Sociology, Anthropology, Gerontology  

New Program: Public Affairs Certificate 

APPROVED:  SA 12/24-25  

 

 

REPORT – FACULTY HANDBOOK REVISION COMMITTEE (FHRC) 

Mitzi Kirkland Ives, FHRC Chair, presented the revisions on Section 4-6. 

 

Senator McIntyre made a motion to pass the following Resolution: 

“Whereas external reviews are an important part of the tenure and promotion process; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Faculty Senate endorses retaining the requirement that external reviews be conducted for 

all faculty being considered for tenure and promotion.” 

Discussion.  

Senator Liggett made a motion to call the question. The motion passed. 

The Resolution failed. 

 

INTERNAL SENATE ACTION ON CONTINUATION OF REPRESENTATION—ELECTED MEMBERS OF FACULTY SENATE 

COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES 

Mike Foster, Chair-elect presented the Internal Senate Action. 

 

Senator Thomas-Tate made a motion to approve. 

Zimmerman: the second whereas, the intent was “faculty” not “faculty senators” – with no objection the word “senators” 

was struck. 

Senator Keller made a motion to amend the date to April 15th. 

The motion to amend the date passed. 

 

Senator Backes made a motion to revise as follows: 

“one additional year…” 

The motion passed. 

 

The Resolution passed. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Election Outcome for UHC: 

Jenifer Roberts, Construction Design & Project Management 

Linda Garrison-Kane, Special Education, Leadership & Professional Studies 

Denise Cunningham, Teaching, Learning & Developmental Science 

Gautam Bhattacharyya, Chemistry & Biochemistry 

Gary Webb, Agricultural Science & Conservation 

Andrea Miller, Library Sciences 

Jon Mabee, Communication, Media, Journalism & Film 

Vanessa Rodriguez, Languages, Cultures & Religion 

 

Election Outcome for FSJC: 

Jessica Bennet, Library Sciences 

Matthew Siebert, Chemistry & Biochemistry 

Regina Russell, Mental Health & Behavior Science 
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NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 

 

Kim Finch 

Secretary of the Faculty 
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Senate Action 12-24/25     Adopted by Senate on March 13, 2025 

 

Faculty Senate Chair Must Be Notified of Intent to Challenge By: March 28, 2025 

Right of Challenge Expires April 13, 2025 

 

New Program: Public Affairs Certificate 

 

 

 

 

Internal Senate Action 3-24/25     Adopted by Senate on March 13, 2025 

 
Continuation of Membership through the 2025-’26 Academic Year for Certain Elected Members of Faculty 

Senate Committees and Councils  

 

Whereas, the Constitution of the Faculty was recently amended and amendments to the Constitution must be completed 

before the Bylaws of the Faculty can be amended; and 

 

Whereas, Faculty are expected to maintain their teaching and research loads, and the competing time requirements 

necessary to maintain these workloads while pursuing due diligence to amend both the Constitution and the Bylaws 

following the recent academic restructuring has created an unrealistic timeline for success; and 

 

Whereas, external issues unrelated to the regular business of the Faculty Senate directly impacted the normal work of the 

Senate; and 

 

Whereas, managing and leading the Faculty Senate, including its committees and councils, requires having clear, efficient, 

and workable Bylaws that are best made via significant thought and foresight;  

 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that any elected member of a committee or council of the Faculty Senate be allowed to continue 

in their elected role on the respective committee or council for one additional academic year beyond their current term; 

and  

 

Therefore, Be it Further Resolved that any elected member of a committee or council of the Faculty Senate who is unable 

to complete this one year of extended service contact the Chair of the Faculty Senate on or before April 15, 2025, so that a 

new faculty member can be elected to represent their respective academic unit for the 2025-2026 academic year. 

 


