
 

 

  

Minutes of the December 2025 Session of the Faculty Senate 

The Faculty Senate held the December 2025 session on Thursday, December 4, 2025, in PSU 313. Chair Mike Foster 

called the session to order at 3:32 p.m. Mike Hudson served as parliamentarian. 

 

Substitutes: Asif Ishtiaque for Tasnuba Jerin, Assistant Professor Rep; Benjamin Beranek for Tim Flannery, Economics; 

and Ridwan Sakidja for Mike Reed, Physics, Astronomy & Materials Science. 

Absences: Debbie Horine, Nursing; Jennifer Yates, Occupational Therapy; Shannon Hauschildt, Physician Assistant 

Studies; Jenifer Roberts, Merchandising & Fashion Design; Aaron Sauer, Technology & Construction Management; and 

Adam McGee, Plant Science Natural Resources & Animal Science. 

Guests: Holly Kouns, Library; Rachel Besara, Library; Jamie Atkinson, Chair, Rules Committee; Kelly Wood, Student 

Success; Angela Young, Registrar; Alan Schick, Graduate Council; and David Richards, Library. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The November 2025 minutes were amended when Senator Calihman motioned to update the report from Committee on 

Rules with grammatical corrections and to add the word “without vote” to the very end of the new section VIII-3bii. 

Minutes were then approved. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• If necessary, a carry-over meeting will be held on December 9, 2025, at 3:30 p.m. (location TBD). 

• Nominations are open for the Eric Shade Memorial Faculty Governance Award.  

• Curriculum submission deadlines for this curriculum year can be found online at Curriculum Proposals-

Submission Deadlines & Effective Terms. 

• Link to Strategic Initiatives Forum. 

• Link to University Council December Presentation. 

 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON HONORARY DEGREES 

Committee Chair Bill Sandel presented the report.  Ms. Mimi Garstang, first woman to serve as the State Geologist of 

Missouri and Director of the Missouri Geological Survey, is the nominee. 
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REPORT FROM THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF CLINICAL FACULTY 

Committee Chair Allan Liggett presented the report. 

 

REPORT ON TEST CENTER 

David Richards, Dean of the Library, presented the report. 

 

ELECTRONIC VOTE ON REVISION OF BYLAWS, ARTICLE I, SECTIONS 4-9 

Chair Foster instructed the Senate on the voting procedure. 

 

BALLOT RESULTS FOR VOTE ON REVISION OF BYLAWS 

Article I, Sections 4-9 passed: 

YES – 40 

NO – 0 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

https://www.missouristate.edu/FacultySenate/ericshade.htm
https://www.missouristate.edu/CPM/proposal_deadlines-effectiveterms.htm
https://www.missouristate.edu/CPM/proposal_deadlines-effectiveterms.htm
https://www.missouristate.edu/StrategicPlan/internal-resources/forum.htm
https://www.missouristate.edu/President/UC/_files/12-2-Presentations.pdf
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NEW BUSINESS 

A request was made to have Chief Academic Strategy Officer Ken Brown meet with the Senate regarding 

academic integrity and any changes being proposed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 4:46 p.m. 

 

Kim Finch 

Secretary of the Faculty 
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Senate Action 7-25/26     Adopted by Senate on December 4, 2025 

 

Faculty Senate Chair Must Be Notified of Intent to Challenge By: December 16, 2025 

Right of Challenge Expires January 5, 2026 

 

Senate Action Conferring Honorary Doctorate upon Ms. Mimi Garstang 

WHEREAS, Ms. Mimi Garstang has distinguished herself through her extraordinary contributions in the area of public 

service; and 

WHEREAS, she was the first woman to serve as the State Geologist of Missouri and the Director of the Missouri 

Geological Survey; and 

WHEREAS, her service accomplishments include leading Missouri to be ranked in the top ten states for the economic 

production of minerals, educating people about environmental issues and protection, promoting sound environmental 

policies in the state legislature, and organizing continuing education for geologists and engineers for the public safety and 

welfare of Missourians; and 

WHEREAS, she has served students at all levels by fostering a love for science, creating scholarship opportunities for 

future scientists, mentoring young professionals in the field, and promoting a sustainable future; and 

WHEREAS, she has distinguished herself as a scientist, public servant, and leader; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Faculty Senate of Missouri State University, meeting on this fourth day of 

December in the year two thousand twenty five, recommend to the Board of Governors of Missouri State University that 

the degree of Doctor of Public Affairs (A.P.D.) be conferred upon Ms. Mimi Garstang at the Commencement Ceremony 

in May two thousand twenty six in recognition of her extraordinary achievements in the area of public affairs. 

 

 


