Senate Action Conferring Honorary Doctorate upon
Rodney Dillard

WHEREAS, the honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters (L.H.D.) is awarded to “recognize the
extraordinary achievements of distinguished citizens” especially those with “a strong tie to this
community, state, or region”; and

WHEREAS, Rodney Dillard has distinguished himself since the 1960s as an authentic voice of
Ozarks music; and

WHEREAS, Rodney Dillard both individually and as a member of the Dillards was one of the
first to introduce the Ozarks music to the nation and to the world; and

WHEREAS, Rodney Dillard and the Dillards were, and remain, among the most listened-to
purveyors of the Missouri Ozarks musical heritage; and

WHEREAS, over the years Rodney Dillard has done much to advance the understanding and
evolution of music in the Ozarks: and

WHEREAS, Rodney Dillard has shown himself to be an astute student of music history, of the
musical traditions of the Ozarks, and of the evolution of bluegrass;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Faculty Senate of Missouri State University,
meeting on this eighth day of December, 2022, recommend to the university’s Board of
Governors that the degree of Doctor of Humane Letters (L.H.D) be conferred upon Rodney
Dillard at the Commencement ceremony in May 2023 in recognition of outstanding musical
achievements.



