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COMMITTEE ON GENERAL EDUCATION AND
INTERCOLLEGIATE PROGRAMS

Minutes of the August 25, 2010 Meeting

Present:	 Mike Foster, THE; Ed Chang, FGB; Mario Daoust, GGP; John Downing, HPE; Steve Jones, RFT; Judith Martin, MCL; Thornton Miller, HST; David Mitchell, ECO; Carl Riegel, HRA; Eric Sheffield, RFT; Joshua Smith, BMS; John Catau, Office of the Provost; Terrel Gallaway, Faculty Senate Chair Elect.

Guests: Mike Scroggins, CSC; W.D. Blackmon, ENG

I. CALL TO ORDER
Mike Foster called the meeting to order at 3:30 in Plaster Student Union room 317
New members and visitors were introduced and welcomed. 

II. OLD BUSINESS

Approval of the Minutes
Joshua Smith moved for acceptance of the minutes from the May 12, 2010 meeting. Mario Daoust seconded. Minutes were approved as distributed.

Public Affairs Intensive Experience
Mr. Foster gave a brief History of the deletion of GEP 397 and the charge forwarded by Faculty Senate to CGEIP to develop and approve guidelines for College Councils to use in determining acceptable courses for the Public Affairs Intensive Experience. 

Dr. Catau discussed the handouts forwarded to the committee prior to the meeting.  He indicated that both President Cofer and Provost McCarthy believe that in light of our public affairs mission, it is essential that measurable public affairs learning outcomes/competencies are incorporated into all components of the curriculum.  This would include, of course, all public affairs intensive experiences.  Because these measurable outcomes still need to be developed, it may be premature to ask all departments to complete that column of the expedited form at this time.  Instead, another option may be to identify high impact classes - most of which could be converted to public intensive classes later.  In light of this recent interpretation, Dr, Catau suggested the materials may need to be revised before they are distributed to the departments,  and hoped  that the revised guidelines would be ready for the September 8th CGEIP meeting. 

Dr. Catau also indicated that there is a very high probability that the university’s general education program will be reconsidered and revised over the next year or two.  He gave a brief history of the creation of the current Gen Ed program and indicated that after 12+years, it was probably time to see if any changes were needed, and there is also a need to ensure that public affairs in adequately addressed in the core curriculum. President Cofer will be appointing a “blue ribbon” committee to re-examine the General Education Program soon.  

Dr. Catau discussed the Financial Responsibility charge CGEIP had received from the Faculty Senate.  He noted that in light of the impending general education review/revision, rather than adding classes to the current program, a temporary “fix” may be to incorporate this material into GEP 101 using the online Cash Course materials.  If, however, the committee felt strongly that the classes still need to be added to the current general education program, they could proceed with that approach.

III. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

The next CGEIP meeting will be held 3:30 p.m. on September 8, 2010 in PSU 317
