CGEIP ASSESSMENT PORTFOLIO

REL 100: Introduction to Religion

Prepared by Kathy J. Pulley, Professor

1. Summary of Course Status

a) Contributions to the Goals of General Education

    Religion 100 is part of the Self-Understanding—Humanities perspective of the 

    General Education Program. Like general education, the overall aim of REL 

    100 is to help students with life-long decision-making that will lead to a 

                satisfying and purposeful life and responsible participation in society. As part 


    of the Self-Understanding section, REL 100 also contributes to the aim of that 


    section:

To make informed choices, one must understand the natural and social context in which one lives and must heed the ancient injunction to “know thyself.”


    “Introduction to Religion” fulfills these goals. Part Two, section C of the 


    Attached CGEIP Oversight Table illustrates this as does the addendum attached 
    to this portfolio, “Matching Course Goals with General Education Goals.”


    ________________________                                 _______________________


    Kathy J. Pulley                                                         John E. Llewellyn


    Faculty Overseer                                                      Department Head


b) Significant Changes since Last Review

There have been no changes in goals and none is anticipated.   Instructors regularly make small revisions in their presentations and readings to reflect current issues.


c) Future Changes


    There are no major curricular changes anticipated.


d) Use of Course Assessment Plan to Meet Gen Ed Goals, Make Changes, and 


     Improve the Course

As we’ve used the current assessment plan and had various informal    discussions among ourselves, it is clear that the course is effectively meeting the Gen Ed goals.  More written assignments and in-class discussions are two outcomes of implementing the plan. In the conversations with students about the course goals and the Gen Ed goals they see the link between Gen Ed and the course goals.  They become more aware of the nature of their humanness and the relevance of religion in both public and private life.  Enrollments remain strong.  Despite the ongoing success of the class, in the future we will adjust the assessment plan to include more discussion of Gen Ed and course goals, with a greater emphasis on course goals, at the end of exams rather than just at the beginning and end of the course as was done under the current assessment plan (See item #4 in the 2005-2008 assessment plan).  The primary reason for this is because the Gen Ed goals continue to be somewhat abstract to students and the best student discussions take place in the discussion of course goals alongside Gen Ed goals. 

e) Ensuring All Instructors of the Course Understand and Incorporate General      

Education Goals

See section 5.d. below.

2. Copies of the REL 100 Syllabi (enclosed)

3. CGEIP Oversight Table (enclosed)

4. Assessment Plan

a. The department head will give each instructor a copy of the most recent version      
                of the CGEIP Oversight Table and Assessment Portfolio.


b. The faculty overseer will be responsible for the following:

1. Meeting with each faculty member the first time s/he teaches the course to discuss the goals of Gen Ed and how to fulfill them

2. Reviewing the syllabi of each instructor to ensure that the Gen Ed goals for the course are included and that course requirements ensure the goals are implemented

3. Meeting with the instructors during the spring semester to discuss successes and failures in fulfilling the Gen Ed goals and outcomes

c. Students must demonstrate the “knowledge and understanding” required by the 

Gen Ed goals for this specific area. Therefore students must take at least two exams and most instructors use three or more. Students must also complete two writing assignments about topics relevant to the course.  At least one of these assignments should involve personal reflection.  

For example, an early assignment in the course is to write an essay about one’s personal definition of religion and experience of religion. Clearly, this sets the tone for addressing “self-understanding” as laid out under the “Knowledge and Understanding” section of the Gen Ed goals. At the end of the semester students are asked to write a final summary essay about what they learned.  One student comment in the fall 08 essays reflects the specific goals of Gen Ed well:  

“The most important thing I learned was never actually taught . . . the most important thing I learned was the underlying premise of the course, but an actual discussion about this never occurred. The single most important thing I learned this semester is that if as people we are not tolerant, open and receptive to religious thoughts and ideas that differ from our own, the world will never become a better place.”

These assignments also address the goal of having students “writing and speaking with clarity and precision to diverse audiences” because the students’ writing assignments are evaluated and they are given feedback about how to improve their thinking and writing. Through sharing students’ comments in informal discussions and non-threatening ways, these essays also provide a means for faculty to provide constructive feedback to each other. 

Another example of how an assessment measure meets a Gen Ed goal is through an assignment given in some sections involving the reading of sacred scriptures on the Web. Students are expected to go to the Website, read the material along with the visual representations of the texts that are often present, and assess the importance of a given text in shaping beliefs and actions both in cultural and individual contexts.  The websites are discussed in class and sometimes tests or interpretive essay questions are asked. This links directly to the Gen Ed goal under Self-Understanding that one needs to have “knowledge of individual . . . intellectual, social, historical, spatial, and cultural matrices which one is born; and the influence of the unique set of experiences which the individual encounters.”  These exercises also engage the students in the “communication skills” goals of Gen Ed. They make use of technological tools and in some cases students interpret and write about visual information.

One section of Religion 100 has been taught successfully as a TV course for a number of years. During the past year one of the instructors has developed a web-interactive CD/DVD version of the course through MSOnline.  Technology-based delivery modes in Gen Ed classes certainly engage the students in making extensive use of computers and technology skills.


d. Each instructor will engage the students in a conversation about Gen Ed goals 

    the relationship and the relationship of those goals to the goals of the course. 


The conversations should take place in a timely and relevant fashion, e.g., at the beginning of the semester and after unit exams are given.


e. The faculty overseer will meet with the department head annually to report on 


    the implementation of the assessment plan.

5.  Enrollment Data by Semester

Fall 05

646 (17 sections)


Spring 06
688 (17 sections)


Summer 06        48 (2 sections)


Fall 06

726 (18 sections)


Spring 07
726 (18 sections)


Summer 07
  49 (2 sections)


Fall 07

727 (17 sections)


Spring 08
 669 (16 sections)*


Summer 08    
   51 (2 sections)


3-Year Total: 
4,330

* An instructor was cut and not replaced; thus, fewer seats were available.
