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Statement from Chair-Elect Candidate Sharmistha Self 
 
I joined Missouri State University in 2006 and am an associate professor of economics (awaiting Board 
action on my promotion to full professor). I accept this nomination with a grateful heart and a 
commitment to work hard. I promise to do my best at being an effective representative of the MSU 
faculty. 
 
I believe the Senate’s original purpose and enduring interest is overseeing the University’s academic 
program.  Because of the strong link between the academic program and various faculty activities, the 
Senate has traditionally been the place where recommendations are developed for updating the Faculty 
Handbook and other operating procedures at MSU, including active involvement in how university 
resources are allocated. 
 
In terms of my involvement with faculty senate, I have served on FCC and am currently serving on CGEIP. 
I have also chaired FCC in the past. In addition, I have served as a senator for two years. In the process I 
have developed a true appreciation of the process of shared governance. I believe strongly in shared 
governance, and that open communication is the best way to promote shared governance.  
 
I believe the role of the Senate chair is to represent the faculty in various ways: to be the eyes and ears 
of the faculty in meetings, to discuss faculty concerns with administrators, to work with other Senators 
(and committees) to recommend policy changes to the administration and Board, and to represent the 
MSU faculty in its dealings with other groups, both on and off the MSU campus.  
 
If elected to be the chair of faculty senate, I would provide an open forum at senate meetings where 
faculty can present issues to the faculty body. I would also invite administrators and Board members to 
attend and make occasional presentations at Senate meetings.  My primary goal as Chair will be to 
promote the University’s academic program and the fair treatment its faculty.  
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Statement from Secretary of the Faculty Candidate Ruth Barnes 
 
I am honored to be a nominee for Secretary of the Faculty Senate. I am an Associate Professor of Dance, 
completing my ninth year at Missouri State University. I specialize in modern/contemporary dance 
technique, and also teach dance improvisation and composition, 20th and 21st century dance history, and 
Applied Kinesiology for the Dancer. I am especially interested in new forms of and venues for dance, 
including mixed media and web applications. 
 
Before accepting the committee's nomination, I spoke with several senior faculty members with many 
years of experience in the Senate, including former Executive Committee members. This reflects my 
collaborative decision-making and leadership style. 
 
I strongly believe in the value and importance of shared governance in the university setting. As a Board 
Member of the American College Dance Association, I attend national meetings at which I have learned 
a great deal about shared governance and academic freedom. I have also learned a great deal about 
shared governance through my position as Coordinator of the BFA Dance program, which, as some may 
remember, was identified as a low completer program by the Missouri Board of Higher Education; my 
department and college successfully ensured that this smaller program continue – largely thanks to our 
insistence on respecting the process of shared governance. I have served on several Senate committees, 
and have always enjoyed working with faculty members from other departments; again, I have learned a 
lot from those experiences. 
 
I believe the Faculty Senate's Secretary's role is to facilitate effective faculty involvement in the process 
of shared governance and to develop and maintain healthy working relationships with administrators, 
staff and students. The Secretary also should facilitate communication among all of these groups and, of 
course, among the members of the faculty. I look forward to working with the Senate in this capacity. 
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Faculty Senate Rules Committee 
Response to Charge One 

February 25, 2014 

 

FACULTY SENATE CHARGE ONE 
 

 

Examine whether there is a need to change the Bylaws concerning the undergraduate student 

membership on College Councils and develop new wording for Article II Section 4 of the bylaws 

if such a change is deemed necessary.  

 

Rationale: The Bylaws currently require the selection of a student representative to the College 

Council by the Student Government Association (SGA) each year. The student representative 

must be an undergraduate majoring in that college.  

 Current practice indicates that student representatives have not served or been 

appointed to serve on any of the College Councils for many years. 

 In informal discussions between SGA leadership and the FSEC the SGA has 

indicated that they might want to participate in College Council deliberations. 

 Might there be another capacity that students may participate in College Councils 

without the formal student representative capacity and still allow a student 

perspective.    

 

RULES PROCESS FOR CHARGE ONE 

 

The current wording of the Faculty Senate bylaws indicate that student representation on the 

college councils is the purview of SGA; however, the Rules Committee’s investigations 

discovered that student representation was inconsistent and in only one instance was a student 

representative chosen by SGA as mandated by our current bylaws. Rules then returned two 

opinions back to FSEC. Those were as follows:  

 

1) FSEC direct SGA to modify their Bylaws to align with the Faculty Senate 

Bylaws regarding selection of student representatives for college councils. 

 

2) FSEC direct Rules to propose changes to Faculty Senate Bylaws to mandate a 

selection process of student representatives for college councils that originates 

in the college councils. These changes could be presented to the Faculty 

Senate the March 2014 meeting, making voting possible at the April 2014 

Faculty Senate meeting. 

 

FSEC responded to Rules and indicated that the Rules committee should follow option the 

second option. This resulted in a revised charge:  

 

FSEC directed Rules to propose changes to Faculty Senate Bylaws to mandate a selection 

process of student representatives for college councils that originates in the college 

councils. These changes could be presented to the Faculty Senate the March 2014 

meeting, making voting possible at the April 2014 Faculty Senate meeting. 
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The process followed in resolving the revised charge was to mandate student representation on 

the various college councils rather than leaving student representation on the college councils to 

the Student Government Association (SGA). For consistency sake, wording was utilized from 

the Bylaws regarding other Senate committees to follow a similar nomination and election 

processes (like those Faculty Concerns and CGEIP, with the most significant difference being 

that neither of these bodies have student representation). The only other student representative in 

a standing Senate committee serves on the Committee on Honorary Degrees. 

 

 

PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGES FOR CHARGE ONE 

 

Original Language 

From ART II, SEC 4 
SEC 4 Membership of Councils 

 

A A discipline-based undergraduate college council shall consist of one member from each academic 

department of the college, and one student representative, majoring in a discipline in that college.*  

 The academic dean of the college shall be an ex officio member of the council without vote. 

 

* For purposes of this section only, any student working toward a Bachelor of Science in Education  

degree may be considered a major in Education. 

 

B Each college council member shall serve for a term of two years and may be reelected for one 

immediately succeeding term but shall not then be eligible for reelection until after the lapse of an 

intervening year.  Department heads are not eligible for election except in the case where a 

department head is the only member of an academic department. 

 

SEC 5 Election of Members to Councils 

 

A On the same date as the election of departmental representatives to the Faculty Senate, the ranked 

faculty in each academic department within each discipline-based undergraduate college shall elect, 

by and from the ranked faculty in that academic department, a college council representative.  The 

academic department head will prepare a ballot of all eligible ranked faculty within the academic 

department and conduct the election.  Voting shall be by secret ballot and each voting faculty member 

shall vote for one member within the academic department.  The academic department head shall, in 

writing, notify the academic dean of the college and the Secretary of the Faculty of the outcome of the 

election. 

 

B An undergraduate student representative shall be selected by the student government association to be 

a member of each discipline-based undergraduate college council for a one-year term.   A graduate 

student representative shall be selected by the graduate student council to be a member of the 

graduate council for a one-year term.  

 

[Note: There is no C in the current Bylaws] 

   

D Vacancy 

 

[Text removed to shorten this report.] 

 

E Newly-elected council members shall take office at the first session following their elections. 
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Proposed Changes 

(additions bold, omissions stricken) 

 

SEC 4 Membership of Councils 

 

A A discipline-based undergraduate college council shall consist of one member from each academic 

department of the college, and one student representative, majoring in a discipline in that college.*  

The academic dean of the college and the student representative shall be an ex officio members of 

the council without vote. 

 

* For purposes of this section only, any student working toward a Bachelor of Science in Education  

degree may be considered a major in Education. 

 

B Each college council member shall serve for a term of two years and may be reelected for one 

immediately succeeding term but shall not then be eligible for reelection until after the lapse of an 

intervening year.  Department heads are not eligible for election except in the case where a 

department head is the only member of an academic department. 

 

SEC 5 Election of Members to Councils 

 

A On the same date as the election of departmental representatives to the Faculty Senate, the ranked 

faculty in each academic department within each discipline-based undergraduate college shall elect, 

by and from the ranked faculty in that academic department, a college council representative.  The 

academic department head will prepare a ballot of all eligible ranked faculty within the academic 

department and conduct the election.  Voting shall be by secret ballot and each voting faculty member 

shall vote for one member within the academic department.  The academic department head shall, in 

writing, notify the academic dean of the college and the Secretary of the Faculty of the outcome of the 

election. 

 

B An undergraduate student representative shall be selected by the student government association by 

the faculty of each college to be a member of each discipline-based undergraduate college council 

for a one-year term.   A graduate student representative shall be selected by the graduate student 

council to be a member of the graduate council for a one-year term. 

 

C At the beginning of the spring semester, the faculty in each academic department within each 

undergraduate college shall elect, from the undergraduate majors within each academic 

department, two nominees for the student representative of each College Council. Nominees 

must have completed a minimum of 75 credit hours and be in good academic standing. The 

academic department head will prepare a ballot of all eligible students within each academic 

department and conduct the election. Voting shall be by secret ballot, and each voting faculty 

member shall vote for up to two students. The academic department head shall contact the 

selected students to determine their willingness to serve. Should a student refuse, then the 

student receiving the next highest number of votes will be contacted. This process shall continue 

until two students accept the nomination. The academic department head shall, in writing, 

notify the academic dean of the college and the chair of the college council of the outcome of the 

election. 
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D  At the first organizational meeting of each year’s new college council, the voting members shall 

elect one student from the nominees submitted by the departments to serve on the college 

council. The outgoing chair of each college council will prepare a ballot of all nominees as 

elected by the departments. Voting shall be by secret ballot, and each voting council member 

shall vote for one student representative. The student receiving the most votes shall be elected to 

serve as a member of the college council for a one-year term. The new chair of the college 

council will then notify the student of their election. Should the student refuse to serve, then the 

student receiving the next highest number of votes will be contacted.  This process shall 

continue until a student has accepted the position. Upon acceptance, the college council chair 

shall, in writing, notify the Secretary of the Faculty and the chair of the SGA of the outcome of 

the election. 

  

DE Vacancy 

 

[Text removed to shorten this report.] 

 

EF Newly-elected council members shall take office at the first session following their elections. 

 

 

 

Final Language 

SEC 4 Membership of Councils  
A  A discipline-based undergraduate college council shall consist of one member from each 

academic department of the college, and one student representative, majoring in a discipline in 

that college.* Both the academic dean of the college and the student representative shall be ex 

officio members of the council without vote.  

 

* For purposes of this section only, any student working toward a Bachelor of Science in 

Education degree may be considered a major in Education.  

 

B  Each college council member shall serve for a term of two years and may be reelected for one 

immediately succeeding term but shall not then be eligible for reelection until after the lapse of an 

intervening year. Department heads are not eligible for election except in the case where a 

department head is the only member of an academic department.  

 

SEC 5 Election of Members to Councils  
 

A  On the same date as the election of departmental representatives to the Faculty Senate, the ranked 

faculty in each academic department within each discipline-based undergraduate college shall elect, 

by and from the ranked faculty in that academic department, a college council representative. The 

academic department head will prepare a ballot of all eligible ranked faculty within the academic 

department and conduct the election. Voting shall be by secret ballot and each voting faculty member 

shall vote for one member within the academic department. The academic department head shall, in 

writing, notify the academic dean of the college and the Secretary of the Faculty of the outcome of the 

election.  

 

B An undergraduate student representative shall be selected by the faculty of each college to be a 

member of each discipline-based undergraduate college council for a one-year term.   A graduate 

student representative shall be selected by the graduate student council to be a member of the 

graduate council for a one-year term. 
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C At the beginning of the spring semester, the faculty in each academic department within each 

undergraduate college shall elect, from the undergraduate majors within each academic department, 

two nominees for the student representative of each College Council. Nominees must have completed 

a minimum of 75 credit hours and be in good academic standing. The academic department head will 

prepare a ballot of all eligible students within each academic department and conduct the election. 

Voting shall be by secret ballot, and each voting faculty member shall vote for up to two students. 

The academic department head shall contact the selected students to determine their willingness to 

serve. Should a student refuse, then the student receiving the next highest number of votes will be 

contacted. This process shall continue until two students accept the nomination. The academic 

department head shall, in writing, notify the academic dean of the college and the chair of the college 

council of the outcome of the election. 

  

D  At the first organizational meeting of each year’s new college council, the voting members shall elect 

one student from the nominees submitted by the departments to serve on the college council. The 

outgoing chair of each college council will prepare a ballot of all nominees as elected by the 

departments. Voting shall be by secret ballot, and each voting council member shall vote for one 

student representative. The student receiving the most votes shall be elected to serve as a member of 

the college council for a one-year term. The new chair of the college council will then notify the 

student of their election. Should the student refuse, then the student receiving the next highest number 

of votes will be contacted.  This process shall continue until a student has accepted the position. Upon 

acceptance, the college council chair shall, in writing, notify the Secretary of the Faculty and the chair 

of the SGA of the outcome of the election. 

  

E Vacancy 

 

[Text removed to shorten this report.] 

 

F Newly-elected council members shall take office at the first session following their elections. 
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Due to formatting and size, the FCC Attachment 4 is a separate link to the document. 
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