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Today’s Panelists 
Faculty Panel  
•  John Strong, Department of Religious Studies  
•  Michele Williams, Department of Psychology 
•  Lora Hobbs, Department of Religious Studies  

Missouri State Online Staff 
•  Gary Rader, Director for Missouri State Online  
•  Nancy Gordon, Instructional Designer 
•  Mike Fisher, Production Manager  
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Why Blended/Hybrid vs. 
another format?  
•  Current Trends and Research  

•  Blended modes of learning provide optimal opportunities 
for student engagement 

•  Blended course design can create a more effective and 
engaging learning environment.*  

•  Blended Courses = Proven Benefit to Students and Faculty 

*  Levesque-Bristol (2009). Motivation in the Classroom: Self-Determination Theory as a  
     Framework  to Design Effective Learning Environments.  FCTL presentation, 2009. 
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Engaging Students … 

John T. Strong 
Religious Studies 

Goals and Outcomes of Hybrid Courses: 
REL 101 and 570/675 
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A few of my favorite things … 

•  General  
Education! 

•  Teaching students 
to be CURIOUS!! 
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Challenges and Goals … 
•  Challenges: 

•  I wanted to do a better job in promoting curiosity 
•  Lectures were one-sided (and other issues with logistics) 

•  Goals: 
•  Create more two-way interaction in class 
•  Promote CURIOSITY! 
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Approach to a Hybrid Class… 

•  Face-to-face class:  Tuesdays 
•  Lecture segments/podcasts via Blackboard 

•  Weekly quizzes (32% of the grade) 
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Approach to a Hybrid Class: 
Tuesdays … 

•  REL 101:  Group discussion 
•  REL 570/675:  Learning Communities 

In each case: 
The classroom discussion was designed to 
connect with the online lecture segments 
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Approach to a Hybrid Class: 
Online Lecture Content  
(replacing Thursdays) … 
•  Online “lecture segments” (e.g., “podcasts”) 
•  Weekly or bi-weekly quizzes over this material 
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Approach to a Hybrid Class … 
Course Schedule 
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Approach to a Hybrid Class … 
Blackboard Folders … 

Link to students guide 

Reading Assignments 

Powerpoint Slides 

Quiz announcement / 
information 
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Approach to a Hybrid Class … 
Students Guides … 

Link to the segment 

Thesis of the segment 

Bullets point out 
study details 

Quiz information 
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Approach to a Hybrid Class … 
Mediasite Lecture Segments … 

Segment Title 

Segment 
Thesis 

Guest lecturer on 
tabloid journalism 

in the ANE 
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Assessing the course … 

•  Student Evaluations 
•  FCTL Assessment: Student Motivation 

Encourage student engagement  
in order to foster 

CURIOSITY! 
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FCTL Assessment … 

Example item: 
Students felt competent to have “… serious 
conversations with students who are very different from 
you in terms of their religious beliefs, political opinions, or 
personal values.” 
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FCTL Assessment … 

Example item: 
Students felt that they worked “… harder than you 
thought you could to meet an instructor’s standards or 
expectations.” 
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FCTL Assessment … 

Example Item: 
Students came to class prepared, having read their 
readings and completed the assignments 
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My Experience … 
•  Boat-load of work! 
•  Student engagement was increased, especially in  

REL 101! 
•  Student motivation was enhanced! 
•  Student learning was enhanced! 
•  Teaching students to be CURIOUS is rewarding! 
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Examination of the Blended Teaching 
Modality in large sections of 
Introduction to Psychology (PSY 121) 

Michele Williams 
Psychology 

Outcomes of the delivery method on 
motivation and performance 
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Experiment 1: Background 
•  Two different instructors 

•  Instructor A 
•  Instructor B 

•  Each with a large blended and a traditional section of 
PSY121 
•  N > 100 
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•  Same materials available to both sections 
•  Exploring Psychology PsychPortal (Worth Publishing)  

•  Both sections 
•  5 unit exams and a comprehensive final (600 points) 
•  Extra Credit Research Participation (6 points possible) 

•  Blended section  
•  Lost one lecture period every 2 weeks  (approx. 1/3 of class lectures) 
•  Assignments (265 possible points) 

•  Online mastery quizzes, simulation assignments, and video discussion 
questions assigned for each chapter; discussion forum 4 times per semester 

•  Traditional section 
•  Participation points based on in-class exposure and questions 

from video toolkit (145 points) 

Blended vs. Traditional Format 

Experiment 1 
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•  Students self-selected sections without knowledge of class 
structure 

•  Given opportunity during drop/add week to select a 
different section or instructor for any reason. 

•  Unit Exams given to each class on same day 

•  Administered Questionnaires to 1 blended & 1 traditional at  
3 separate times 

•  1st: In class @ week 1 
•  2nd: Online @ week 9 
•  3rd: Online @ week 14 

Experiment 1: Procedures 
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Experiment 1: Hypotheses 

• H1: Students in blended course will perceive the 
learning climate as more autonomy supportive 

• H2: Students in blended course will perform 
better, and be more engaged.   
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Experiment 1 
RESULTS 
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Impact on Engagement – Instructor A 
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Impact on Performance – Instructor A 
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Impact on Performance – Instructor B 
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Grade	
  Distribu-ons	
  for	
  Tradi-onal	
  vs.	
  Blended	
  PSY121	
  

A	
   B	
   C	
   D	
   F/N	
  

Tradi-onal	
   19	
  
(12%)	
  

30	
  
(20%)	
  

41	
  
(27%)	
  

35	
  
(23%)	
  

28	
  
(18%)	
  

Blended	
   25	
  
(16%)	
  

57	
  
(37%)	
  

37	
  
(24%)	
  

23	
  
(15%)	
  

13	
  
(8%)	
  

Total	
   44	
  
(14%)	
  

87	
  
(28%)	
  

78	
  
(25%)	
  

58	
  
(19%)	
  

41	
  
(13%)	
  

χ² =	
  17.63	
  (df	
  =	
  4) 
Significant	
  at	
  the	
  .01	
  level 

Impact on Grade Distribution – 
Instructor A 
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Grade	
  Distribu-ons	
  for	
  Tradi-onal	
  vs.	
  Blended	
  PSY121	
  

A	
   B	
   C	
   D	
   F/N	
  
Tradi-onal	
   5	
  

(4%)	
  

16	
  
(12%)	
  

17	
  
(13%)	
  

36	
  
(27%)	
  

58	
  
(44%)	
  

Blended	
   4	
  
(3%)	
  

20	
  
(15%)	
  

27	
  
(20%)	
  

40	
  
(30%)	
  

44	
  
(33%)	
  

Total	
   9	
  
(3%)	
  

36	
  
(13%)	
  

44	
  
(17%)	
  

76	
  
(29%)	
  

102	
  
(38%)	
  

χ² =	
  4.93	
  (df	
  =	
  4) 
p	
  >	
  .05 

Impact on Grade Distribution – 
Instructor B 
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Impact on Drop Rate –  
Instructors A & B 
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•  Fall 2010 
•  1 blended section with assignments that are 

automatically graded (Sample size: 100) 
•  1 blended section with assignments that have open-

ended questions that are instructor-graded (Sample 
size: 83) 

•  Are automatically-graded assignments as effective as 
instructor-graded? 

Experiment 2: Background 
Comparison of 2 blended sections of PSY 121 
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•  Are automatically-graded assignments as effective as 
instructor-graded assignments? 

Experiment 2: Research 
Question 
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Experiment 2 
RESULTS 
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Impact on Autonomy Supportive 
Learning Climate 
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Impact on Performance 
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Grade	
  Distribu-ons	
  for	
  PSY	
  121	
  
A	
   B	
   C	
   D	
   F/N	
  

Auto.	
  Grading	
   6	
  
(6%)	
  

22	
  
(22%)	
  

29	
  
(29%)	
  

25	
  
(25%)	
  

17	
  
(17%)	
  

Hand	
  Grading	
   11	
  
(13%)	
  

18	
  
(22%)	
  

21	
  
(25%)	
  

25	
  
(30%)	
  

8	
  
(10%)	
  

Auto.	
  Grading	
  w/	
  
Reading	
  

1	
  
(6%)	
  

2	
  
(12%)	
  

6	
  
(35%)	
  

4	
  
(24%)	
  

4	
  
(24%)	
  

Hand	
  Grading	
  w/	
  
Reading	
  

0	
  
(0%)	
  

6	
  
(32%)	
  

6	
  
(32%) 

6	
  
(32%) 

1	
  
(5%)	
  

Total	
   18	
  
(8%)	
  

48	
  
(22%)	
  

62	
  
(28%)	
  

60	
  
(28%)	
  

30	
  
(14%)	
  

χ² =	
  11.68	
  (df	
  =	
  12) 
Not	
  Significant 

Impact on Grade Distribution 
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“Hybrid Vigor”  

…in 
livestock 
production. 
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Fully Distance 

“Hybrid Vigor” …in education? 

Face-to-Face 

Blackboard Academic Suite™ 
Welcome to the Blackboard  
e-Education platform-- 

Introduction to Religion (REL 100)  

designed to enable  
educational innovations 
everywhere by connecting  
people and technology. 
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- Production?  

- Effectiveness? 

-Vigor? 

How can we substantiate … 
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Attraction & Convenience of 
the Hybrid Format 

Means	
  
The	
  format	
  of	
  this	
  hybrid	
  course	
  is	
  conducive	
  to	
  my	
  
educaHonal	
  experience.	
   3.97	
  

The	
  format	
  of	
  this	
  hybrid	
  course	
  is	
  a	
  format	
  that	
  is	
  conducive	
  
to	
  my	
  schedule.	
   4.27	
  

I	
  would	
  take	
  another	
  course	
  that	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  this	
  same	
  hybrid	
  
format.	
   4.21	
  

More	
  courses	
  should	
  be	
  offered	
  in	
  this	
  hybrid	
  format.	
   4.18	
  
More	
  lecture	
  in	
  our	
  class	
  meeHng	
  Hmes	
  would	
  be	
  helpful	
  to	
  
me.	
   2.85	
  

Coming	
  to	
  class	
  twice	
  a	
  week,	
  rather	
  than	
  replacing	
  one	
  class	
  
session	
  with	
  the	
  video	
  lectures,	
  would	
  be	
  more	
  producHve	
  for	
  
me.	
  

2.72	
  

Hybrid, n = 23 

The questions were rated 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree): 
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Class Experience 

Means	
  

Hybrid	
   Seated	
  

The	
  class	
  discussions	
  are	
  a	
  useful	
  part	
  of	
  my	
  learning	
  
experience.	
   4.00	
   4.11	
  

The	
  QUALITY	
  of	
  discussion	
  that	
  occurs	
  in	
  our	
  class	
  
sessions	
  exceeds	
  that	
  of	
  other	
  courses	
  I	
  have	
  taken.	
   3.91	
   3.77	
  

The	
  AMOUNT	
  of	
  discussion	
  that	
  occurs	
  in	
  our	
  class	
  
sessions	
  exceeds	
  that	
  of	
  other	
  courses	
  I	
  have	
  taken.	
   3.70	
   3.70	
  

Hybrid, n = 23   Seated, n = 64 

The questions were rated 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree): 
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Basic Needs Means 

Means	
  
Hybrid	
   Seated	
  

Learning	
  Climate	
   5.87	
   5.75	
  

Autonomy	
   5.42	
   5.25	
  

Competence	
   5.21	
   5.11	
  

Relatedness	
   4.76	
   4.80	
  

MoHvaHon	
  Index*	
   9.80	
   9.55	
  

Hybrid, n = 23   Seated, n = 64 

The scale ranged from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 7 (Strongly Agree) 

*The Motivation Index ranges from -30 to +30 
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Learning Self-Regulation 
(Motivational) Means 

Learning	
  Self-­‐Regula-on	
   Means	
  

Hybrid	
   Seated	
  

Intrinsic	
  (enjoyment)	
  	
   5.08	
   4.78	
  

IntegraHon	
  (relevant	
  to	
  my	
  life)	
   5.76	
   4.85	
  

IdenHficaHon	
  (important)	
   5.50	
   5.14	
  

IntrojecHon	
  (guilt,	
  internal	
  pressure)	
   4.76	
   4.80	
  

External	
  RegulaHon	
  (have	
  to	
  do	
  it)	
   4.67	
   4.65	
  

AmoHvaHon	
  	
  (don’t	
  know	
  why)	
   1.74	
   1.57	
  
Hybrid, n = 23   Seated, n = 64 

The scale ranged from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 7 (Strongly Agree) 
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Conclusions 
•  Students like the blended / hybrid format. 
•  Students would like to see more classes offered in this format. 
•  Students found class discussions more productive and useful 

in the blended format. 
•  Students came to class prepared for discussions. 
•  The blended format demonstrated substantial support of 

autonomy and competence and support of relatedness that 
was comparable to my seated course.  The result?   
A productive learning climate. 

•  The blended course was highest of all my courses on the 
internal motivation end of the self-determination scale. 
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Q&A 
Panelists 

Gary Rader  GaryRader@missouristate.edu  
John Strong  JohnStrong@missouristate.edu   
Michele Williams AMWilliams@missouristate.edu    
Lora Hobbs LoraHobbs@missouristate.edu  
Nancy Gordon NancyGordon@missouristate.edu  
Mike Fisher MikeFisher@missouristate.edu  

Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning 
Chantal Levesque-Bristol 
Enid Harris 

FCTL@missouristate.edu 
417-836-3059 

Missouri State Online 
Gary Rader 
Teressa Arnette 

MSOnline@missouristate.edu 
417-836-3718 


