
 

Meeting Notes – Academic Leadership Council – August 22, 2012 
Notes by Mary Lynne Golden 

 

Members Present: 

Frank Einhellig Chris Craig Guests: 

Rachelle Darabi Joye Norris Penni Groves 

Gloria Galanes Stephanie Bryant  

David Hough Helen Reid  

Victor Matthews Tamara Jahnke  

Thomas Peters Chris Herr  

Don Simpson Kathy Coy  

Greg Rainwater Kent Ragan  

Ryan Giedd - absent Tom Tomasi  

 

 

Guest:  Penni Groves spoke on the Missouri “Prayer” Amendment: 

 

The ballot initiative makes it look like it only applies to school children.  The actual language in the 

amendment states students and public schools.  At this time she doesn’t really know that it affects MSU.  

May be interpreted that it only applies to K-12, but not defined so we don’t know how it affects us.   

 

The accommodations of Religious Observance policy that MSU already has primarily addresses the issue 

of conflict between class requirements and religious holidays/observances.  We do have drafted language 

that can be put in syllabi, which is completely voluntary.  If there is a sincerely held religious belief of a 

student can we accommodate, but not always able to.  We will do our best to work with student and 

professor/dept/college to resolve and present an alternative.  However, it does not mean that you can use 

this to get out of taking a test. 

 

The assignment statement in the new Prayer amendment will most likely be challenged at some point.  It is 

a very broad statement and will come up sooner or later.  Don’t come back immediately with the “do it or 

else” statement.  Consult General Counsel/Provost before making this statement. 

 

It was pointed out that the website is currently missing this statement from “Optional Statements for 

Syllabi” policy. Chris has put it on the Provost website. 

 

Penni-at some point we might want to tweak the MSU policy to include assignments. 

 

 

Announcements 

1) Technology Requirement of Students 

 President Smart will be putting together a committee to review technology requirements in the 

 classroom.     

 

 

   



Discussion Items 

 

1) Conflict of Interest on Research  

 A few modifications were made to policy and approved by Admin Council.  The policy will 

 continue and is not a big deal for the changes.  You now have to sign off on the form that there isn’t 

 a conflict of interest. 

  

2) Visioning Guide 

Ken McClure’s group puts out the 25 year visioning guide for 2012-2013.  Things are very 

uncertain in regards to Walnut Street.  Student housing will stay on the list but no one is sure that it 

is going to happen.   Something is going to happen with Sunvilla, but not sure what at this point.  A 

welcome center will be built as soon as soon as possible on the northeast corner of the campus.  

Madison hall will be knocked down.  The question was asked about who provides the input from 

the academic side, but the provost office is really not consulted. 

 

3) Forest Institute merger 

 The merger is getting closer.  The respective attorneys for each institution are in discussion. 

 

4) Administrative Council Retreat Summary 

 Frank has received final outcomes from the Admin Council retreat.  The final draft will be sent to 

the Board of Governors for approval in October. 

 

5) First Week Enrollment Update 

 The Fall 2012 semester opened with more students than 2011.  Enrollment of freshman transfer 

students is becoming a priority regarding enrollment.  Transfer students will be a major recruiting 

focus for the coming year. 

 

6) Procedures for HLC filing of off-campus sites 

 It was announced that Joye Norris would take the lead in reporting any off-campus site activity to 

 the HLC.  There are conditions in regards to when something is reported and how much is counted. 

 

7) Status on +/- grading in multiple-section classes 

 SGA is starting to track this information.  It was announced that we need a little more specificity on 

 which sections are plus/minus, what is mixed and which sections are not using plus/minus at all.  It 

 was asked that Dean’s respond to Chris in the coming week with these breakdowns.  Chris will then 

 compile a report that will be shared at a later date. 

 


