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➔ High-Impact Teaching Practices can be adapted to fit 

any modality, class level, and (most) world pandemic status.

 

➔ Service-Learning does not have to be cumbersome and 

can be easily integrated into any class. 

➔ Professional Development, such as having students 

create content or research posters, allows students to 

cultivate practical, career-related skills.

Key Take-Aways



➔ Overview of  service learning at MSU [with Dr. Nordyke]

➔ Service-Learning Examples 

➔ Professional Development as High Impact Teaching 

Practice

➔ Q&A 

Today’s Agenda



1. An Overview of 
Service-Learning
at Missouri State 

University



By the Numbers

1 credit hour courses Fall 2022: 67 community partners with 300-400 students placed 

among those

Fall~ 60 3-hour integrated SL courses with 1,250 students working on an assignment 

for a course on a class assignment with a community partner

Spring~ 100 integrated SL courses with 3,000 students in a course led by faculty 

working on a project with a community partner

There are approximately 400 community partners that we have worked with.

There were 110 community partners that worked with a student in an academic 

course last year.

$2.9 million in local economic impact using a federal calculator that is a national 

standard

Dr. Nordyke can help faculty find community partners for projects they have in 

mind. She can also work with community partners to connect with faculty.

Service-Learning is a form of  experiential learning where 

students apply academic knowledge and critical thinking skills 

to address genuine community needs.

-Pamela and James Toole, 1994



What is Service-Learning…



Service-Learning – What it’s NOT…



Service-Learning – What it’s NOT…



Options for Service-Learning



Methods of  Service-Learning

Direct Service-Learning: Students have face-to-face 
contact with the service recipients.

Indirect Service-Learning: Students perform a 
service without having face-to-face contact with the 
recipient.  Usually resources are channeled to help 
alleviate a problem.

Advocacy-based Service-Learning: Students educate 
others about a particular problem or issue with the goal 
being to eliminate the cause of  a particular problem or 
issue.

Research-based Service-Learning: Students conduct 
research about a particular problem or issue with the 
goal being to eliminate the cause of  a particular 
problem or issues.



Making It Happen – Connecting the Dots…

▪ All of  the Dots 

must be Connected 

for Service-

Learning to Happen

▪ Who's the Dot 

Connector
▪ CASL

▪ Stakeholders
▪ Institution 

▪ Faculty

▪ Students

▪ Community



Looking for Resources



2. Examples of Service-Learning 
Activities that can work across 

course levels/modalities



Key Take-Aways
❖Service Learning does not 
need to be onerous or time-
consuming for students or 
instructors.

❖Integrated-Service 
Learning (15 hours) can 
easily be built into your 
courses

❖Designated Classes give 
students the option to 
develop their own projects 
or work with already 
established CASL Projects



Examples of  Service-Learning from My Classes

Public-Facing 
Research Poster 

Presentations

Educational Videos 
(posted to YouTube 

or TikTok)

ArtSteps (virtual 
exhibits)

Class Activity Plan 
(based on MO 

guidelines; K-12)

Presentations to 
community partners 

(K-12 classrooms, 
YMCA, etc.)

Wiki edits

Educational 
Pamphlets/websites

Museum Education 
aids



When Designing Service-Learning Projects
Consider...

✓ Community Needs

✓ Knowledge or skills being applied

✓ Community Partners & Methods of  

Dissemination

✓ Student Experience. Community Experience



"to address genuine 
community needs."

Springfield Community 

Focus Report (2021)

https://springfieldcommun

ityfocus.org/2021_report/s

pringfield-community-focus-

report-2021.pdf



Springfield Community 
Focus Report "Red Flag" 
issues my S-L focuses on

• Art/Culture: Diversity & 

Inclusion

• Education: achievement 

gaps; teacher shortages and 

recruitment challenges (long 

term)



Public Facing Research Posters

The Queer Art of Death: Understanding Queer Identity & Death…………..

During the AIDS Crisis from the Art of Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Keith Haring,

& David Wojnarowicz          Casen Zelch, History, Missouri State University

Introduction
The AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s is often reflected through purely medical and sociopolitical lenses. Queer activists criticized the United States 

and medical institutions for sentencing queer people to death by refusing to acknowledge and stop AIDS. However, art is often overlooked as a crucial 

element of queer activism. Therefore, this paper seeks to understand how queer and gay artists conveyed loss and identity in their art because of the 

AIDS crisis. For this research, there are two main questions: (1) How did the perceptions of queer people affect their lives and deaths? How did changes 

in art from before, and throughout, the AIDS Crisis reflect socio-political changes in the queer community? Experiencing widespread death within a 

community could change how that community understood themselves and their relationship to the wider society. Artwork produced during the AIDS 

crisis in the United States shows differences from queer art prior because queer artists depicted new perspectives of death and identity that was a result 

of epidemic, and they engaged their art with the public and the queer community that went against government and medical institutions.

Conclusion

The AIDS crisis redefined queer identities and queer people’s understanding of death. Events before, such as the Stonewalls Riots and Pride celebrations 

highlighted the value of queer life and the discrimination faced while they are alive. The mass deaths by AIDS brought new solidarity within the queer 

community, in which reemphasized the political in dead queer bodies. Art produced during the AIDS crisis forced visibility of AIDS deaths onto the 

public, and whether explicitly or implicitly, criticized the government’s and medical institutions’ negligence concerning AIDS and queer people.

Felix Gonzalez-Torres

• The identical clocks represent Gonzalez-Torres’ and Ross Laycock’s 

same-sex relationship (Rounthwaite 2010, 40-42).

• One clock has a lower battery than the other. Once it stops ticking, the 

unison between the two stops too, understood as “time running out” 

(Summers 2004, 658). This symbolizes both the end of their union as 

well as the deteriorating effect of AIDS (Rounthwaite 2010, 40-42).

• Emphasizes emotional loss & how AIDS reshaped queer relationships.

• Brings the personalness of queer love and queer death to the public.

Keith Haring

• Artwork with AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP), a group 

against the government and medical negligence over AIDS

• ”X” marks and pink triangle connects the killing of queer people 

during the AIDS crisis with those persecuted in Nazi Germany.

• Haring conveyed feelings of anger, especially since he believed AIDS 

was government-created to decimate the queer community (Haring 

1989, 102).

• Haring combined his popular art style with activism that caught the 

attention from the public in a more digestible way. 

David Wojnarowicz

• The buffalos, one following another into an unstoppable fall, represents the 

hopelessness many felt during the AIDS crisis.

• Also connects the buffalos to other injustices from the United States, such as the

genocide of indigenous peoples and the destruction of the environment 

(Smallwood 2018).

• Wojnarowicz’s art never shies from the intense anger he felt with the United 

States and overall society.

• Many criticized his work during the AIDS crisis because of the shocking and 

explicit imagery that went against traditional and conservative norms (McKim, 

Wojnarowicz: F**ck You F*ggot F**cker 2021).

Figure 1: Felix Gonzalez-Torres, “Untitled (Perfect Lovers),” 1991, clocks, paint 

on wall, Museum of Modern Art, New York City, object no. 177.1996.a-b.

Figure 2: Keith Haring, “Ignorance = Fear, Silence = Death,” 1989, offset 

lithograph, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, accession no. 

2014.265. 

Figure 3: David Wojnarowicz, “Untitled (Buffalos),” 1988-89, gelatin silver print, 

Art Institute of Chicago, reference no. 2017.97. 

Important to have a clear pathway for 

community dissemination, e.g. Educators' Workshop



Public Facing Research Posters
…for online learning/during 

Covid

=> High quality submissions were then shared 

via the non-profit, American Research Center in 

Egypt, Missouri Chapter’s social media, to help 

reach a wide audience



Community-Learning Opportunities

Student sharing teaching plan with area teachers 

at a 2019 Educator’s Workshop I organized 

alongside an academic Symposium.

Student sharing research at the Teen Center 

at Musgrave Unity Springfield Boys and 

Girls Club (2022)



Community-Learning Opportunities
…for online learning/during Covid



My Community Partners & Projects this Semester

Springfield Art Museum

Dr. Nina Verbanaz's classes at 

Central High School

History Museum on the 

Square

Museum Outreach and Educational 

Programming Development; 

Artifact research. 
[Future student exhibit in works, w/ Dr. 

Brinkman in WLC/Global Studies).

Curricular Enrichment at 

Central High School.

Nearly a dozen new and 

continuing projects with Archives 

and Education



Let's Reflect

❖ Are there things you are 
already doing in your classes 
that you think might be 
"service-learning"?

❖ Do you have any ideas as 

to how you can 

integrate a service-

learning project into one 

of  your classes?



3. Professional Development 
as High Impact 

Teaching Practice



Professional Development

Growing emphasis on "Career Outcomes"

Hard and Soft Skills Needed

• Community Engagement

• Communication

• Computer applications

• Digital Media

• Video/photo editing software experience

• Content Creation/User Experience

• Teaching Experience

• Digital Humanities

• Synthesizing Research for different audiences



Professional Development in Service-Learning
Career Core Competencies

https://www.missouristate.edu/CASL/faculty.htm

NACE = National Assocation of  

Colleges and Employers



➔ High-Impact Teaching Practices can be adapted to fit 

any modality, class level, and (most) world pandemic status.

 

➔ Service-Learning does not have to be cumbersome and 

can be easily integrated into any class. 

➔ Professional Development, such as having students 

create content or research posters, allows students to 

cultivate practical, career-related skills.

Key Take-Aways



Questions?
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