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Water Bottle Proposal

Purpose
The purpose of this proposal is to request the use of a portion of the green fee fund in order to implement a program which would give each on campus RHA resident of Missouri State University one stainless steel water bottle.

Summary
For the past academic year (2008-2009) at Missouri State University, the Public Affairs mission was sustainability. One of the aspects of this mission was to provide each RHA resident with a plastic closed cup to be used in the dining halls. The idea behind this was the closed cups would be reused by the residents and taken out of the dining halls. This reduced the amount of regular cups used in the dining halls, in turn lessening the amount of water needed to clean these cups.

In order to continue the mission of sustainability, a similar program should be continued in the residence halls. Having reusable closed cups in the residence halls was a simple way to draw people’s attention to the subject of sustainability, and this proposed program would continue this mission.

Because the very premise of sustainability is the fact that actions and ideas are carried out for the future, the proposed program would be ongoing in the residence halls. Having a reusable cup program was a great idea to promote sustainability; however a similar program needs to continue for years to come. The proposed program would allow each on campus RHA resident a stainless steel water bottle to be used in and outside the dining halls. 

The program would take effect immediately during the next academic year (2010-2011). The water bottles would be provided for each resident on campus, specifically those living in Freudenberger, Wells, Woods, Blair-Shannon, Hammons, and Hutchens Houses. For these houses, a total of 3,639 water bottles would be needed.  

Introduction

It is my belief that if the proposed program were to be passed, it would be an easy way to get students on campus thinking about sustainable actions. 

Ideally, the program would give the stainless steel water bottles to residents the day they moved into the residence halls. The water bottles would be given to the residents by their resident assistant along with their room keys, information packets, etc. The R.A.s of each hall would encourage residents to use the water bottles while taking a jog, riding a bike, or working out, as well as in the dining halls. By encouraging the use of the water bottles, a healthy lifestyle as well as a healthy environment would be brought to the attention of on campus residents. 

The program would be recognized by Sodexho, the on campus dining service, just as the reusable plastic cups were a year ago. By allowing students to fill up their bottles with a beverage in the dining halls, this would cut down on the number of cups that would have to be cleaned by the Sodexho staff.

Budget and Costs
To pay for the program, funds would be appropriated from the Green Fee which was put in place the previous year. The program would be ongoing, so the funds would have to be used each academic year. The water bottles would be purchased prior to each academic year, in order to have them ready to give to residents during the fall semesters.  
The water bottles would be purchased from discountmugs.com or a comparable company which offers large quantities of stainless steel water bottles at a discount rate. A quantity of 3,700 water bottles would be ordered. The specific order type would be for 20 oz. stainless steel water bottles. Based on graphic and color options, this would cost between $8,900 and $9,000. For the proposed program, the silver stainless steel color would be used, with an appropriate graphic such as a maroon Missouri State bear and slogan imprinted on one side of the water bottles. A personal suggestion for the bottles would be: “Bears Think Green,” with a graphic of a bear’s head above the lettering. The design for the water bottles would be debated and approved by the Student Government Association Sustainability Committee. 

Cost and Product Summary
Product ID#



AB101

Qty.




3700

Product Color


Silver

Imprint Color


(1) Maroon 202

Position



Front Side Only

Production



Normal Production

Price (3700 @ $2.40 each)

$8,880.00

1 Screen Charges


$49.00

Shipping



Free at time proposal written

__________________________________________

Total Cost



$8,929.00
Proposed Tasks 
Upon approval, the following tasks would be taken to implement the program.

1. Inform the Sodexho dining staff and resident assistants of the program.
The resident assistants of each hall would be informed of the program while in training to become a resident assistant. They would be told to give the water bottles to each resident upon arrival at their respective residence hall. The Sodexho dining staff would simply be informed of what the program is prior to the start of the next academic year. 

2. Decide on final design for the water bottles. 
A final agreement would have to be reached on a slogan/graphic for the water bottles. The graphic has to be in JPEG or photoshop format which is then uploaded to the discountmugs.com website when the order is placed for the bottles. For the graphic, an art major student could submit a design and slogan, or clipart may be used.

3. Place order for the water bottles.
The order would be placed on discountmugs.com, using the aforementioned specifics and order ID number. The Missouri State University green fee fund would be used to pay for the order.

4. Present the water bottles to the resident’s of each residence hall.
The water bottles would be bestowed to each R.H.A. resident upon arrival in the fall at their respective residence hall.
