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Sustainability proposal
Student Sustainability education, Engagement, and Awareness
Submitted by:

Paige Tieken
Submitted on:

10/21/2022

I. Identification of Sponsors

a. Project Sponsors 

1. Paige Tieken
901 South National Ave.
PSU.123 – SGA Main Office

Springfield, MO 65807
(314) – 807 – 6636 
Tieken2516@live.missouristate.edu

b. Faculty/Staff advisor (insert faculty/staff contact information below)
1.
Douglas Neidigh 


Sustainability Coordinator 


901 South National Avenue



Springfield, MO 65897



(417) – 836 – 8729 


Neidigh2009@missouristate.edu

c. Project Manager (identify manager below, could also be a project sponsor)
1. Paige Tieken 
Chief Sustainability Commissioner 

Student Government Association
II. 
Description of Proposed Project
a. General Description of Proposal 
1. Providing funding for promotional and educational activities, events, materials, and giveaways to increase student awareness and involvement with sustainability at Missouri State University and how to implement in their everyday lives during and post college.
b. Proposal Details (please insert project details here)
1. This proposal is made up of 3 components of giveaway material, events, and other necessary educational materials need to promote and engage students with sustainability 

· The designated giveaways for the 2022-2023 academic year are Hydroflasks; a high quality water bottle popular among college aged students. This giveaway will promote the idea of decreasing plastic waste by supplying students with a water bottle that will last them in place of plastic water bottles. The second giveaway is gift cards to sustainable businesses in Springfield to promote ethical shopping. Future Chief Sustainability Commissioners can choose to either purchase more of the same materials or invest in new items for giveaways. 
· It is intended to have 3-6 events throughout the 2022-2023 academic year to provide an engaging and educational experience for students outside of the classroom to promote ideas of sustainability (see listed examples in alternative uses). This funding will also help to support earth week and ecopalooza events. 
· Separate educational material will be needed for the purpose of sharing ideas of sustainability in a manner that students can engage with outside of an event (i.e. posters, flyers, social media, etc.)
c. Proposed location for the object of the proposal (describe location, include photos, diagrams, or maps if desired)
1. Missouri State University – Springfield Campus
d. Alternative Uses (please describe any alternative uses for the proposed project)
1. Alternative uses for this fund can be any kind of event/giveaway/project that serves the purpose of engaging the student body in sustainability education and awareness, some examples include: 
· A quiz or trivia night with questions related to sustainability and sustainable development goals (SDGs) and provide awards for individuals/teams that answer the most questions/win. 
· Organize events such as sustainability days, informational markets/festivals, or conferences with other student sustainability organizations and/or local sustainable companies/organizations to provide further information on sustainability topics.
· Providing educational material such as flyers to students with information regarding topics such as unplugging devices, avoiding water waste, being thrifty, buying local, etc. 
· Investing in projects to help mitigate waste production such as giveaways of sustainable/reusable materials like coffee cups, quality water bottles, recycled material notebooks, etc. 
· Organizing events like donations/swaps of materials like clothing, old dorm furniture, textbooks, etc. 
e. Drawbacks (please include any potential issues that may arise prior to project implementation, during implementation period, or after project completion. Also include any issues that could diminish the justification of the project, and an explanation should accompany each drawback)
1. Potential drawbacks include not enough student engagement/involvement and/or unforeseen operational costs and price increases

f. Necessary modifications to existing structures (please describe any necessary modifications to existing structures if applicable)
1. Not applicable

III. Estimated Cost of the Project (please give the estimated cost of the project)
i. Total cost of $9,500.00 for each academic school year

b. Provisions of Alternatives in Order of Preference (please describe alternatives in the case that insufficient funding is available). 
i. If insufficient funding is available, the fund will cut back on number of events, giveaway items, and other educational materials to fit the available funding.
	Hydroflask giveaway

	 Cost per 21 oz bottle
	$19.50

	Quantity needed
	152

	Shipping cost
	$95.00

	Total Cost
	$3,059.00


c. Provisions of Complete Cost Breakdowns 
	Sustainable Business Gift Card Giveaway

	Culture Counter (1)
	$15

	5 Pound Apparel (1)
	$15

	The Coffee Ethic (2)
	$20

	SOAP Refill (2)
	$20

	Wonders of Wildlife Aquarium Passes (2)
	$100

	Total Cost
	$170


	Events Cost

	Food Budget
	$1,000.00

	Materials Budget
	$500.00

	Operations Budget
	$1,350.00

	Total Events Costs
	$2,850.00


	Separate Educational Materials

	Budgeted Price
	$300.00


d. Provisions of any Ongoing Costs (Please describe how any ongoing costs will be paid, and the duration required).
i. All costs allocated for each academic year will be returned to the fund if they are not used.
IV. Estimated Completion Time of Project
a. This project is estimated to be completed throughout the duration of each  academic school year. 
V. Estimated Life of Project (Once completed, how long will the project last?)
a. If the project engages and enhances student awareness and involvement with sustainability, the project will continue to last throughout future academic years upon the Chief Sustainability Commissioner’s approval, and the budget will need to be revisited at the beginning of each academic  year for desired events, giveaways, and educational materials to be executed throughout the term.  
VI. Justification of Project (How will the proposed project benefit students of Missouri State University and/or the University community)
a. For sustainability to truly be operational and successful at Missouri State University and in the lives of their students, it is important to understand that a university setting is one of the best places to educate individuals about sustainability. By providing students with engaging educational materials and events, students will at least start to be exposed to what sustainability is and how to apply it. As awareness continues to increase, it is hoped that the student body will question their own behaviors and how they can be reshaped to highlight sustainability and sustainable practices. This project is a great way to fully incorporate sustainability into the lives of all individuals at the university, especially students. This project has amazing potential to truly start pushing the university towards the direction of valuing sustainability and creating an academic environment that integrates the 17 sustainable development goals . 
VII. University Support (if applicable) ( Signed letter(s), or email(s), of support from appropriate administrator(s), as necessary. The letter(s) of support should detail any ongoing commitments, maintenance, support, or costs associated with the proposal that will be assumed by the University.) 
i. Doug Neidigh – Sustainability Coordinator

ii. Alan Tinkler – Associate Professor, English Department 
iii. Colin Weber – Student Body President 
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October 21, 2022

MSU Sustainability Fund Commission
Missouri State University

Dear Commission,

T am providing this letter is in support for the Sustainability Education, Engagement, and Awarencss
project proposal. This project will provide the needed resources each year o promote student
awareness and engagement of the sustainability fand and overall campus sustainability initiatives. This
project will provide the needed funding to support promotional giveaways and hold periodic events,
including Earth Day activities, to engage students. Student engagement is critical to the overall
program and AASHE STARS certification. The Sustainability Engagement Subcommittee for the
university has worked hard to do what it can fo improve engagement, but a lack of funding for these
initiatives have limited overall performance. The subcommittee will work with current, and future,
Sustainability Commissioners to develop and promote campus awareness and engagement cfforts.

The project wil also provide annual support for the new Sustainability Fellows program. This is an
exciting new program that was initially supported, and developed, by the College of Education and the
Sustainability Academic Subcommittee members. It has grown to gain support from all colleges on
campus. The annual Fellows program will engage faculty, staff, and students to incorporate
sustainability into their practices. This is a great best practice for the university that will advance
sustainability in various programs and increase sustainability in the curriculum across all colleges.

I fully endorse this proposal to advance sustainability cducation, engagement, and awarencss on
campus.
Sincerely,

Douglas Neidigh, MPH, REM, CEA
Sustainability Coordinator




Missouri State University


Student Government Association










