Student Sustainability Fund Proposal

AASHE STARS Program
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A) Identification of Project Sponsors

1) Project Sponsors

Hannah Eubanks and Jacob Swett

2) Campus and Permanent Address and Telephone Numbers of Project Sponsors

Campus:

Hannah Eubanks


Jacob Swett

1116 E. Cherry St. #308B

1116 E. Cherry St. #102B

Springfield, MO 65807

Springfield, MO 65807

Permanent:




181 Lower Dam Pike


19120 S. Prairie Ln.

Arkadelphia, AR 71923

Pleasant Hill, MO 64080

Telephone Numbers:

(870) 403-7007


(816) 868-1793

3) Faculty Advisor

Dr. Tamera Jahnke, Dean of College of Natural and Applied Sciences 

Office: Temple 142

Phone: (417) 836-5249

Email: TameraJahnke@missouristate.edu

4) Project Manager

Hannah Eubanks

B) Description of Proposed Project

1) General Description

The purpose of the SustainaFund is to encourage student-initiated projects at Missouri State University that lessen the University’s negative environmental impact. In order for Missouri State to lessen its environmental impact, it is necessary to begin by identifying the areas on campus that need improvement. A comprehensive assessment of campus sustainability through a program such as AASHE’s (Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education) STARS (Sustainability Tracking Assessment & Rating System) will provide the framework for not only identifying these areas that need improvement, but also recognizing Missouri State’s current accomplishments in sustainability.  

STARS is a transparent, self-reporting framework for colleges and universities to gauge relative progress toward sustainability. Participants in the STARS program are responsible for collecting and reporting data from their institution based on a credit system outlined in the STARS technical manual. Publication and an attestation from responsible parties will ensure accuracy of the reported credits. Furthermore, the executive contact’s administrative oversight and the STARS liaison will ensure accuracy. 

Due to the comprehensive nature of this reporting system, acquiring a STARS rating will be relevant to all areas of sustainability at Missouri State.

2) Location

Although there is no physical location for this project, the final report will address all areas of the Missouri State’s Springfield campus.

3) Alternative and/or Additional Uses

In addition to identifying areas that need improvement, earning a STARS rating will allow Missouri State to showcase the progress in sustainability that has already been attained. Completing the assessment will also allow Missouri State the opportunity to compare itself fairly to peer institutions.

4) Drawbacks and/or Additional Problems

Because the STARS program is self-reporting, there is a risk of incomplete or inaccurate data reports. Many different directors and departments will be responsible for helping complete this project. The cooperation of the entire campus community will be necessary to complete the survey. The executive support behind STARS and the role of the STARS liaison will address this possible issue and keep the reporting process on track.
C) Estimated Cost of Project

As AASHE members, the cost for Missouri State to participate in STARS is $900 (as opposed to non-AASHE members’ cost of $1400).

This is the required fee that must be paid at the time of registration.

A STARS rating is good for three years, however an institution may submit for a STARS rating as often as once per year. The $900 fee is required for each registration.
D) Estimated Completion Time of Project

After registration and fee payment, a STARS institution has one year to report credits and submit for a rating. 

E) Estimated Life of the Project

An AASHE rating is good for three years. Institutions may reapply for a new rating at the end of the three years or as often as once per year.

F) Justification of the Project

Missouri State University has made a commitment to explore and implement sustainable practices to benefit our campus community and environment. One aspect of the university’s sustainability statement is the “establishment of sustainability indicators to enable monitoring, reporting and improvement measures,” and participation in STARS matches this goal exactly.

The comprehensive STARS report will ensure that Missouri State has an accurate view of its progress toward sustainability and stewardship. The report will illuminate the areas that still require work and will allow us as a campus community to move forward in addressing them. The report will recognize the progress that Missouri State has already made and show the campus community, the Springfield community, and others the difference that our university is making. 
