Adopted Spring 2004
CONSTITUTION OF THE

GRADUATE STUDENT COUNCIL

PREAMBLE

We, the members of this organization, do ordain this Constitution of the Graduate Student Council, of Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri, as the Constitution for the members of the Graduate Student Council, in accordance with the rules and regulations of Missouri University, the laws of the state of Missouri, and the laws of the United States of America.

ARTICLE I

Purpose of the Organization

Section 1.
The name of this organization is the Graduate Student Council.

Section 2.
The purpose of the Graduate Student Council is to provide a liason between the


Graduate Council and the graduate students; to provide one voting representative 


to the Graduate Council; and to promote communication between the graduate


students.

ARTICLE II

Membership

Section 1.
The Graduate Student Council shall consist of all eligible graduate students participating in the Council’s meetings.  The student must be currently enrolled in the Graduate College for eligibility.  The student must be in good standing as described in the University Bulletin of Missouri State University under Student Rights and Responsibilities.  The Graduate Student Council does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, disability, or veteran status in employment or in any program or activity sponsored by Missouri State University.  It is also the policy of the Graduate Student Council not to discriminate on the basis of political affiliation or beliefs, marital or parental states, participation in constitutionally protected activities, and/or sexual orientation.

Section 2.
The Graduate Student Council shall strive to represent the interests of all the disciplines within the Graduate College.  It is the responsibility of the executive officers to notify the faculty advisors of disciplines not represented after the first meeting of the Fall and Spring semesters.

ARTICLE III

The Executive Officers

Section 1.
The Council shall elect its own officers:  a President, Vice-President, and Secretary.  Each shall be elected for a one-year term.

Section 2.
The President shall serve as the voting representative to the Graduate Council for one year.  It shall be the duty of the President to attend all meetings of the Graduate Council and to provide communication between the two councils.  The President shall be responsible for calling the meetings of the Graduate Student Council.  The President will abstain from voting on issues of the Graduate Student Council except in the event of a tie in which the President will cast the deciding vote.

Section 3.
The Vice-President shall be responsible for all publicity in relation to the Graduate Student Council.  The Vice-President will be responsible for conducting the business of the Graduate Student Council in the event of the President’s absence.  The Vice-President will serve as the alternate voting representative to the Graduate Council for a period of one year.

Section 4.
The Secretary shall be responsible for recording and distributing the minutes of the Graduate Student Council meetings.

Section 5.
All executive officers must meet the requirements of Graduate Student Council representatives as specified in Article II, Section 1.

Section 6.
All Council officer elections for the following term shall be held during the first meeting of the Fall semester.  Officers will be elected by a majority vote of the Graduate Student Council.  In the event of an officer vacancy occurring during a school year, an election shall be held at the first meeting following notification of such vacancy.

Section 7.
Any executive officer who is put on University academic or disciplinary probation will be required to resign from his/her position

ARTICLE IV

Installation of the Executive Officers

Section 1.
Executive officers shall begin their term on the first meeting of the academic school year, except in the case of an inter-term appointment.

ARTICLE V

Committees

Section 1.
Committees may be formed through the year as deemed necessary by the Council.  Committee meetings will be held as determined necessary by the Committee chairmen.

ARTICLE VI

Resignation of Executive Officers

Section 1.
In the event of an incapacity to complete duties, an officer will be required to submit a letter/statement of formal resignation.  In the case of the resignation of the President, the Vice President will serve as President effective immediately upon the receival of a letter/statement of formal resignation.  In the event of the resignation of any other officer, an election shall beheld following the first meeting following notifications of such vacancy.

ARTICLE VII

Impeachment and Removal from Office

Section 1.
Any executive officer may be recalled by a two-thirds majority vote of the voting members of the Graduate Student Council.  Election of new officers will follow the same procedure as described in Article VI.

ARTICLE VIII

Meetings

Section 1.
The meetings of the Council shall be held every third week or as deemed necessary by the Council President.

Section 2.
Special meetings will be called as deemed necessary by the Council.

ARTICLE IX

Amendments to the Constitution

Section 1.
A proposition for amendment to the Graduate Student Council constitution may be proposed by any voting member of the Council.  A minimum of one month must transpire before final vote on any proposed amendment to the constitution.  An amendment to the constitution can only occur by a two-thirds majority vote of the members of the Graduate Student Council.

Section 2.
Passed amendments will be in effect immediately.  Adopted amendments will follow the laws of ex post facto.










