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which are among the best in the state. New pro-
grams will take advantage of the unique location 
of the university, where partnerships with the 
entertainment industry will provide a wealth of 
educational opportunities for our students.

In summary, a number of new programs are 
needed to meet the changing needs of southwest 
Missouri and the state. These will be implemented 
in part by the reallocation of resources from pro-
grams of declining importance, but will also rely 
upon new program support from the state, particu-
larly in the area of health care.

Supporting the New Mission 

The mission enhancement being proposed for 
Southwest Missouri State University will require 
a new level of support. Internally, ongoing discus-
sions involving a variety of forums will be required 
as the university evolves into a community of 
learners, where loyalties and emphases shift from 
academic disciplines and academic departments 
to the common goal of developing educated per-
sons; where teaching, research, and service are 
treated as an integrated whole; where collaboration 
and cooperation and the sharing of resources are 
stressed; and where interdisciplinary endeavors, 
participatory learning, relevant problem solving, 
and public affairs become a meaningful component 
of the curriculum. Implementing interdisciplin-
ary courses and programs does not come easily nor 
inexpensively—it requires major faculty develop-
ment initiatives. Equipping students with relevant 
participatory learning experiences and problem-
solving tools requires, among other things, modern, 

scientific laboratory equipment. Likewise, the use of 
technology to support teaching and learning in all 
disciplines, with the ultimate goals of both improv-
ing the learning experience and increasing the 
efficiency in providing instruction, has enormous 
initial costs in terms of the equipment and faculty 
development time.

Externally, collaboration and cooperation will 
be the theme with partnerships among govern-
ment, business, and other educational institutions 
at all levels. Costs will be significant in terms of 
the time required of many people in developing 
such partnerships. The costs also will be significant 
as investments are made in distance learning tech-
nologies as one of the tools for implementing these 
cooperative efforts.

SMSU-West Plains

The separately accredited SMSU-West Plains 
Campus has prepared a comprehensive five-year 
plan to implement its expanded mission and to 
meet the needs of the students and business/indus-
try leaders of the seven-county area served by that 
two-year campus. SMSU-West Plains proposes to 
offer a comprehensive instructional program which 
will include a variety of associate degree programs, 
certificate programs, and credit and noncredit 
courses. The 10 new associate degree programs being 
proposed can be found on Chart G, page 39. 

With the addition of these targeted programs, 
SMSU-West Plains anticipates growing from 1,000 
students in the fall of 1993 to 1,500 students by 
the year 2000. As enrollment increases, student ser-
vices will be expanded to include counseling, career 
planning/placement and child care; an integrated 
computer system will be installed; and plans will 
be developed to meet the requirements in facilities, 
telecommunications and maintenance.
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