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Minutes of the May Session 

of the Faculty Senate 

Missouri State University 

 
The Faculty Senate held its 2008-2009 organizational meeting on Thursday, May 8, 2008, in Plaster 

Student Union, Room 313.  Chair Pauline Nugent called the session to order at 3:32 p.m.  Dr. Eric 

Shade served as parliamentarian.  Chair Nugent called the roll of the 2008-2009 Senate members. 

 

Substitutes:   Drew Beisswenger for Joshua Lambert, LIS; Wafaa Kaf for Lisa Proctor, CSD; 

Kishor Shah for Xingping Sun, MTH 

 

Absences: Michelle Bowe, CGEIP Chair; Roberto Canales, PAS; Jeremy Chesman, MUS; 

Andrew Cline, MJF; Ben Goss, MGT; Norm Griffith, Staff Senate representative; Dennis Hickey, 

DSS; Shyang Huang, PAMS; Maria Michalczyk, A&D; Dale Moore, Staff Senate representative; 

Eric Morris, COM; Arbindra Rimal, AGR; Jenifer Roberts, FID; Chuck Rovey, GGP; Greg 

Skibinski, SWK; Miles Walz, MIL; Chien-Hui Yang, CLSE 

 

Guests:  Kyle Winward, Past Chair, Faculty Concerns Committee; Rhonda Ridinger, HPER; 

Chris Herr, T&D; Mark Richter, CHM; Ed DeLong, LIS; John Catau, Provost‟s Office; Don 

Simpson, Enrollment Services; Nicole Rovig, Registrar‟s Office 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the April 2008 Senate sessions were approved as distributed. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. The Faculty Senate Office will be closed until August 1, 2008. 

 

2. Chair Nugent reported that the Faculty Senate executive committee will be working on 

committee assignments for the 2008-2009 academic year.  She also announced that the 

executive committee will be evaluating the 2007-2008 evaluation/merit process. 

 

3. Chair Nugent reported that the Faculty Senate executive committee and the Office of the Provost 

have been in talks with the Student Government Association regarding the proposed plus/minus 

grading system.  Chair Nugent reported that an agreement between all parties has been reached, 

and the plus/minus resolution will be presented to the Board of Governors.  She pointed out that 

the Faculty Senate executive committee and representatives from the Office of the Provost will 

continue to meet with the SGA on this issue. 

 

4. Chair Nugent asked Senate members to remind their students to use the Rate My Professor 

option on the web in compliance with SB 389. 
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ELECTION OF THE 2008-2009 SECRETARY OF THE FACULTY 
 

Chair Nugent called for nominations for Secretary of the Faculty.  Dr. Eric Bosch recently resigned his 

position as Secretary as he has been appointed Acting Chair of the Department of Chemistry.  Senator 

Buckner nominated Maria Michalczyk for the position of Secretary.  Parliamentarian Shade pointed out 

that the person nominated has to agree to the nomination.  Senator Buckner reported that Senator 

Michalczyk had not agreed to the nomination; therefore, Senator Buckner withdrew the nomination.  

Senator Hughes nominated Dr. Chris Herr for the position; Senator Kaufman seconded.  In a unanimous 

decision, the Senate approved by secret ballot the appointment of Dr. Chris Herr as Secretary of the 

Faculty for the 2008-2009 academic year. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR 2007-08 FACULTY SENATE CHAIR, DR. TOM KANE 

 

Senator Kaufman moved a resolution honoring outgoing Faculty Senate Chair, Dr. Tom Kane, 

and the motion was seconded.  Dr. Rhonda Ridinger read the resolution, and by show of applause, 

the resolution passed unanimously.  The resolution will go forward as SR 1-08/09.  Chair Nugent 

presented Dr. Kane with an engraved plaque. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR 2007-08 SECRETARY OF THE FACULTY, DR. REBECCA WOODARD 

 

Senator Buckner moved a resolution honoring outgoing Secretary of the Faculty, Dr. Rebecca 

Woodard, and the motion was seconded.  Secretary Herr read the resolution, and by show of 

applause, the resolution passed unanimously.  The resolution will go forward as SR 2-08/09. Chair 

Nugent presented Dr. Woodard with an engraved plaque. 

 

ACTION ON CURRICULAR PROPOSALS 
 

Senator Wyrick, Chair of the Budget and Priorities Committee, reported that the Committee had 

reviewed the three curricular proposals below and recommended them to the Senate for approval.  

He also informed the Senate that the Committee recommends that College Councils also be 

consulted on curricular proposals in order to give advice on the impact proposals may or will 

have on the budget. 

 

1. Program Change - B.S. in Education, Earth Science Education (two new options) - 

moved for approval by Senator Kaufman; seconded by Senator Hughes.  The motion was 

approved by voice vote.  The motion will go forward for approval as Senate Action 1-

08/09. 

 

2. Program Change – Master of Science in Geospatial Sciences in Geography and Geology 

(new research concentration area) - moved for approval by Senator Putman; seconded by 

Senator Qiao.  Senator Rovey, GGP, was not in attendance for discussion of this proposal; 

therefore, Senator Putman withdrew the motion.  Senator Kaufman moved to postpone 

discussion and vote of this proposal; seconded by Dr. Kishor Shah.  The motion was 

approved by voice vote. 
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3. Program Change – Master of Science in Elementary Education (new option) - moved 

for approval by Senator Wilson-Hail; seconded by Senator Woodard.  After discussion, 

the motion was approved by voice vote.  The motion will go forward for approval as 

Senate Action 2-08/09. 
 

REPORT FROM BUDGET & PRIORITIES COMMITTEE ON FUNDING OF THE JQH 

ARENA 

 

Dr. Wyrick presented the report on funding of the JQH Arena and answered questions from 

Senate members.  Dr. Wyrick announced this is the second annual report from the Budget and 

Priorities Committee.  He pointed out that the initial proposed cost of $60 million for the arena 

has now increased to $67 million.  The University borrowed $59.4 million to finance the project, 

and John Q. Hammons will repay $29 million of this total (revised from $20 million previously), 

plus interest on the $29 million.  Dr. Wyrick stated that revenue will be generated through ticket 

sales, private suite sales, and seat assessments paid by season ticket holders.  An additional source 

of revenue will be a student fee, estimated at $104,000 annually.  Revenues are also expected 

from advertising, signage, increased concessions, and concerts and other special events. 

 

Dr. Wyrick pointed out that two of the Committee‟s concerns are (1) the elimination of 385 

parking spaces and (2) the ability of the two basketball teams to attract fans, including those who 

will purchase private suites. 

 

The Committee recommended that future reports include contemporaneous cost and revenue 

projections and highlight changes in the arena‟s financial plan since the previous report.  The 

Committee also recommended the administration share its plans about the disposition of any 

surpluses generated by the arena with the Faculty Senate. 

 

Dr. Shah moved to endorse the JQH Arena Financial Status Report from the Budget and Priorities 

Committee and thank the Committee for their work.  The motion was seconded by Senator 

Kaufman, and by voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

 

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY CONCERNS COMMITTEE ON DEPARTMENT 

CONDITIONS AND LEADERSHIP ASSESSMENT 

 

Kyle Winward and Jeff Cornelius-White presented the Faculty Concerns Survey Report for 2007-

2008 and answered questions from Senate members.  Senator Buckner asked if the data will be 

made available to the faculty, and Senator Cornelius-White stated that the information is for 

Human Resources purposes only.  Dr. Kane reported that a few years ago the decision was made 

by the Faculty Concerns Committee that it is inappropriate to divulge this information to faculty.  

Dr. Shah moved to accept the report of the Faculty Concerns Committee.  The motion was 

seconded, and by voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

 

REPORT FROM AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COURSE REPEAT POLICY 

 

Dr. Mark Richter presented the report on the proposed new course repeat policy. Based on the 

recommendation of the ad hoc committee for the adoption of a plus/minus grading system, the Ad 

Hoc Committee on the Course Repeat Policy was charged with examining the University‟s repeat 

policy and recommending changes to the policy, if any.  The committee compared Missouri 

State‟s repeat policy to that of other universities, including benchmark institutions.  The 

recommendation of the committee is that students be allowed to repeat any class, regardless of the 

grade and number of attempts, with no special permission required.  All attempts at the course 
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and the grades earned, including those resulting in N and Z, would appear on the student‟s 

transcript.  The grade from the most recent attempt would be the grade that counts in GPA 

calculations.  Also, the course credits would only count once for graduation purposes. This policy 

is closely aligned with the policy at James Madison University (a benchmark institution).  Senator 

Hughes moved to accept the ad hoc committee‟s recommendation for a revised repeat policy.  

The motion was seconded by Dr. Shah, and by voice vote, the motion passed unanimously.  This 

action will go forward as SA 3-08/09. 

 

ELECTION OF MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF FACULTY SENATES DESIGNATED 

VOTER AND ALTERNATE 

 

Chair Nugent informed Senate members that the Senate Chair and Senate Chair-elect are traditionally 

selected as designated voter and alternate and attend the Missouri Association of Faculty Senates 

(MAFS) meetings twice annually in Jefferson City.  With no opposition, the Senate approved that Chair 

Nugent be selected as the designated voter and that Chair-elect Weaver be selected as the alternate voter 

to MAFS. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

Discussion of the proposed revisions to the Faculty Handbook continued from the April 10, 2008, 

Senate meeting.  Senator Cline, Chair of the Faculty Handbook Revision Committee (FHRC), 

reported that revisions to Sections 3, 4, 5, and 9 are proposed.  Senator Cline reminded Senate 

members that the FHRC withdrew two changes presented in the report: the change to Section 

3.3.1 was withdrawn and the change at the end of Section 3.4.2 was withdrawn.  He also pointed 

out that the recommendation had been made and accepted by the committee at the April Faculty 

Senate meeting to change the reference to “non-reappointment” on page 11 to agree with the 

revision on page 5 under Section 3.11 where the wording was changed from “non-reappointment” 

to “nonrenewal of contract.”  Senator Piston recommended that the title in Section 3.11 be 

changed from “Notice of Non-Reappointment of Tenure-Track Faculty During the Probationary 

Period” to “Notice of Nonrenewal of Tenure-Track Faculty During the Probationary Period.”  

 

The Senate reviewed and discussed the revisions to the Faculty Handbook.  Parliamentarian 

Shade pointed out that any faculty member has the right to recommend a change to the Faculty 

Handbook to the Faculty Handbook Revision Committee. 

 

Chair Nugent read the Senate Action which states that the Faculty Senate recommends that the 

proposed revisions go into effect beginning with the Fall 2008 semester.  These will go forward 

as Senate Action 4-08/09.  Chair Nugent reported that the revisions will be implemented pending 

approval by the Provost and the President of the University. 

 

Senator Cline thanked the members of the Faculty Handbook Revision Committee: Dr. Rhonda 

Ridinger, Dr. Pauline Nugent, Dr. Karl Kunkel, Dr. Kartik Ghosh, Dr. Julie Masterson, and Dr. 

Art Spisak.  Chair Nugent thanked Senator Cline and the committee.  She also recognized Dr. 

Rhonda Ridinger for her valuable contributions in the revising of the Faculty Handbook. 

 

NEW BUSINESS - There was no new business. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Dr. Nugent adjourned the meeting at 4:47 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled Faculty Senate 

meeting will be held on Thursday, September 11, 2008, beginning at 3:30 p.m. in PSU 313. 
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Sally Mason 

Office of the Provost 
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Senate Resolution 1-08/09 Adopted by Senate on May 8, 2008 

 
 

RESOLUTION FOR 2007-08 FACULTY SENATE CHAIR, DR. TOM KANE 

 

A complete copy of the above resolution can be viewed in the Faculty Senate office. 
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Senate Resolution 2-08/09 Adopted by Senate on May 8, 2008 

 
 

RESOLUTION FOR 2007-08 SECRETARY OF THE FACULTY, DR. REBECCA WOODARD 

 

A complete copy of the above resolution can be viewed in the Faculty Senate office. 
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Senate Action 1-08/09  Adopted by Senate on May 8, 2008 

 

Right of Challenge Expires June 26, 2008 
 

B.S. In Education, Earth Science Education (two new options) 
 

A complete copy of the above curricular proposal can be viewed in the Faculty Senate office. 
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Senate Action 2-08/09     Adopted by Senate on May 8, 2008 

 

Right of Challenge Expires June 26, 2008 

 

 

M.S. in Elementary Education (new option) 
 

A complete copy of the above curricular proposal can be viewed in the Faculty Senate office. 
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Senate Action 3-08/09 Adopted by Senate on May 8, 2008 

 

Right of Challenge Expires June 26, 2008 

 

 

Implementation of a New Course Repeat Policy 
 

Whereas, a student-friendly repeat policy may have a significantly positive impact on student 

retention, graduation rates and their success in learning and retaining subject matter (i.e., student 

success); 

 

Whereas, a repeat policy that is easy to both understand and administer is of benefit to students, 

advisors, and administrators; 

 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Faculty Senate endorses the elimination of the current repeat 

policy and its replacement with the policy outlined in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 

Repeat Policy by the fall semester of 2009. 

 

Be It Further Resolved, that the description of the Repeat Policy within the MSU catalog be 

revised as follows (original wording (i.e., wording in the current Repeat Policy) to be retained 

underlined; original wording to be removed struck out; proposed wording „as is‟ (i.e., no 

underlining, highlighting, etc.)): 

 

Repeat Policy 

In general, students may only receive credit once for completion of a course unless the course 

description states otherwise. Undergraduate students may repeat a course to improve their GPA under 

certain conditions. Graduate students may only repeat graduate courses with written permission from 

the advisor and approval of the Dean of the Graduate College.  

A student may repeat any of the courses that he or she has taken at Missouri State University.  All 

attempts at the course and the grades earned (including those resulting in N, I, and Z) appear on 

the transcript.  The grade from the most recent attempt at the course (though not an N, I, or Z) 

will be the one that counts in GPA calculations.  For example, if a student takes the course four 

times and gets a D, B, C, and N, in that order, then the C would be their official grade that would 

be used when calculating the student‟s grade point average.  Also, a course that has been repeated 

will only be counted once in the student‟s total credit hours earned. 

 

The repeat policy is applicable to transfer credit as well as credit earned at Missouri State.  For 

example, if a student earns a C (D) in a course at Missouri State and repeats an equivalent course 

at another institution, the C (D) will be removed from the calculation of the Missouri State GPA 

per the policy described below.  The transfer grade, however, will be included only in the transfer 

and combined grade point averages.  Transfer credit is evaluated and recorded only if students 

enroll at Missouri State subsequent to completion of such credit.  See Grade Equivalencies in the 

“Transfer Credit Policy” section of the catalog for further information. 

Students should also be aware that even though a course prefix, number, and/or title changes, it is still 

considered the same course for repeat policy purposes. Number and prefix changes are shown in the 

catalog for a minimum of five years. The Office of the Registrar maintains the complete listing of 

course prefix and number changes and should be contacted for such questions.  
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Students should also be aware that many graduate and professional schools recalculate GPAs 

taking into account every grade that appears on a transcript. 

 

Students who are receiving financial aid must consider the impact of repeating classes on their 

eligibility for financial aid for future semesters.  While repeated courses are counted when 

determining a student‟s enrollment status and annual satisfactory progress, students who fail to 

progress toward graduation (i.e., by increasing total hours earned) may exhaust their aid 

eligibility prior to graduation. 

Courses can be repeated as follows.  

Repeat of D or F or NP or XF grade:  

The first repetition (second time taken) of the course replaces the original D or F grade in all 

grade point average computations from the time of the repetition. The original grade will continue 

to appear on the academic transcript with a comment of “R” for repeated and will be removed 

from the GPA calculation upon completion of the repeated course. A repeat of a NP grade will 

also have the comment of “R” and will remain on the academic transcript, however the original 

NP grade has no GPA effect to be removed. The repetition of the course will have a comment of 

“RD” for Repeat of D grade, or “RF” for Repeat of F or XF grade, or “RQ” for Repeat of NP 

grade; as appropriate.  

 If the first repetition results in a D grade, a student may NOT repeat the course again 

without first obtaining Special Permission to repeat (see below).  

 If the first repetition results in an F grade, the student loses credit if the original grade 

was a D. The F grade will remain in the GPA calculation even if it is subsequently 

repeated again. The subsequent repeat does not require special permission.  

 If the first repetition results in a NP grade, there will be no GPA effect and no special 

permission is required for subsequent repeats. Only courses graded Pass/Not Pass only 

fall into this category as the Pass/Not Pass option is not allowed on a course that is taken 

to repeat a previous D or F grade (see Pass/Not Pass regulations).  

 On occasion, the credit hours of a course may change. When such a course is repeated the 

original credit hours and grade points are removed from the GPA and the current credit 

hours and grade points will be accumulated into the GPA.  

 Students should be aware that material covered in variable content courses may not be 

offered again, or a particular course may be discontinued. In such cases whereby the 

student may not have the opportunity to repeat a course where a D or F grade was 

received, a department head may authorize a similar course to be used for the subsequent 

repeat by submitting Authorization To Repeat Form to the Office of the Registrar. Such 

authorization must be granted in advance of when the course is to be taken.   

 

Special permission to repeat a C or better grade, or a second repeat of a D grade:  

With advance written permission of the head of the department in which the course is to be 

taken, a student may repeat a course in which a grade of C or better has been received, or a course 

in which the repetition resulted in a D grade. Such a course will have a comment of “SP” posted 

http://www.missouristate.edu/registrar/passnot.html
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to the academic transcript. This repetition will be accumulated into hours attempted and grade 

points so as to have a GPA effect. It will not be accumulated into hours passed. However, the 

hours will count for enrollment status purposes. Previously earned grade(s) will remain in the 

GPA calculation.  

An Authorization to Repeat Form indicating approval for such a repeat must be received and 

processed by a staff member in the Office of the Registrar or it will be considered an invalid 

repeat and will not be counted toward hours passed or GPA.    

Permission to exceed the repeatable limit of a course:  

With advance written permission of the head of the department in which the course is to be 

taken, the repetition of a course will be accumulated into hours attempted, hours passed, and 

grade points and will have a comment of “EL” for Exceeded Repeatable Limit posted to the 

academic transcript. An Authorization to Repeat Form indicating approval for such a repeat must 

be received and processed by a staff member in the Office of the Registrar or it will be considered 

an invalid repeat and will not be counted toward hours passed or GPA. This option may only be 

used under the following conditions:  

1. Variable content course that allows repeats, but the student has exceeded the repeatable 

limit.  

2. Courses completed over 8 years ago and are disallowed toward program completion 

requirements.  

3. Course content has changed substantially either due to passage of time or due to changes 

to course content or course number.  

4. Course is not repeatable but is a 500-level course that is required to be completed for both 

an undergraduate and a graduate degree program.   

Invalid Repeat  

Any repetition of a course outside of the parameters listed above will be considered an invalid 

repeat. A grade may be earned and posted to the academic transcript, however, the credit hours 

and the grade points will not be accumulated into student totals and will not affect GPA. Such a 

course will have a comment of “IR” for Invalid Repeat.  
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Senate Action 4-08/09 Adopted by Senate on May 8, 2008 

 

Right of Challenge Expires June 26, 2008 

 

 

SENATE ACTION ON PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE FACULY HANDBOOK 

 

 

Whereas, the Faculty Handbook Revision Committee, in accordance with the Faculty Handbook 

(Section 15, Amendments) has considered revisions to Sections 3, 4, 5, and 9 of the Handbook; 

 

Whereas, the Faculty Handbook Revision Committee has recommended the attached revisions to 

Sections 3, 4, 5, and 9 of the Handbook; 

 

Therefore, Be it Resolved, That the Faculty Senate recommends the adoption and implementation 

of the attached proposed revisions to the Faculty Handbook beginning with the Fall 2008 

semester. 

 

 


















































