Attachment 1 Faculty Senate May 2019 Agenda Attachments

Report and recommendation for Faculty Senate Action
from the Academic Relations Committee

Members:

Eric Nelson, CHPA (Chair)

Nancy Gordon, FCTL

Saibal Mitra, ex officio, Faculty Senate Chair-elect
Rob Hornberger, ex officio, Registrar

Charge: On March 20 the Chair of Faculty Senate charged the Academic Relations Committee to
review the Pass/Not Pass option for taking a class and make recommendations to Faculty Senate
regarding the advisability of changing requirements to eliminate a possible loophole that could,
under certain circumstances, allow a student to remove an “F” from grade point calculations in
the major.

Findings and conclusions: Students may take courses on a Pass/Not Pass basis under the
following conditions:

1. Courses taken under the Pass/Not Pass option cannot be used to satisfy general education,
major, minor, professional education, or specific degree requirements. Courses taken
under the Pass/Not Pass option can be counted towards the 125 minimum credit hours
and 40 hours of upper-division credit hours (as applicable) required for completion of a
baccalaureate degree unless otherwise restricted.

Honors classes cannot be taken on a Pass/Not Pass basis.

3. The Pass/Not Pass option is not available as a choice to graduate students for graduate-
level courses (600 or above). Departments may elect to offer certain non-didactic
graduate courses (e.g., readings, special problems, independent study, clinical internships,
research and thesis) on a Pass/Not Pass only basis.

4. Courses which are graded Pass/Not Pass only are exempt from the limitations otherwise
imposed upon students by Pass/Not Pass regulations.

N

https://www.missouristate.edu/reqgistrar/catalog/passnot.html

The committee found that in some cases where a student has multiple options for
completing course requirements in the major it is possible to take a course pass/not pass to
remove an “F” from major GPA calculations. These cases are rare. The Office of the Registrar
reports two instances in the past two years. The committee discussed various solutions, the most
practical seems to be to adapt language from the current catalogue regarding auditing a course.
Therefore the committee recommends the following Senate Action.

Proposed Senate Action: The Academic Relations Committee recommends the following change
to the Pass/nopass option.

Pass/not pass option, current language with proposed change in Bold:


https://www.missouristate.edu/registrar/catalog/passnot.html
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N

Courses taken under the Pass/Not Pass option cannot be used to satisfy general education,
major, minor, professional education, or specific degree requirements. Courses taken
under the Pass/Not Pass option can be counted towards the 125 minimum credit hours
and 40 hours of upper-division credit hours (as applicable) required for completion of a
baccalaureate degree unless otherwise restricted.

Honors classes cannot be taken on a Pass/Not Pass basis.

The Pass/Not Pass option is not available as a choice to graduate students for graduate-
level courses (600 or above). Departments may elect to offer certain non-didactic
graduate courses (e.g., readings, special problems, independent study, clinical internships,
research and thesis) on a Pass/Not Pass only basis.

Courses which are graded Pass/Not Pass only are exempt from the limitations otherwise
imposed upon students by Pass/Not Pass regulations.

If a pass/fail student does not attend class regularly or does not fulfill agreed-upon
expectations, the instructor may direct the Office of the Registrar to drop the
student from the class. Such drops will be graded with a ""W"* grade and will be
subject to the normal fee refund policy.

https://www.missouristate.edu/reqgistrar/catalog/passnot.html



https://www.missouristate.edu/registrar/catalog/passnot.html
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Report to MSU Faculty Senate regarding Missouri Association of Faculty Senates (MAFS)

Spring 2019 meeting
Attendees: Saibal Mitra and Cynthia MacGregor
Date of Report: April 29, 2019

Overview

MAFS is a gathering of faculty leaders from the four-year public universities in Missouri. They
meet twice a year in Jefferson City. Guests typically include someone from MDHE, AAUP,
COPHE, and other legislative liaisons. During the meetings, faculty leaders share successes and
challenges of shared governance. MSU tries to send at least two people to each meeting, often
the chair-elect, chair, and past chair, as available to attend. Sometimes the Faculty Senate sends a
representative who is not a member of the FSEC.

Highlights of March 2019 Meeting

Our dinner included conversation with Rusty Monhollon, Missouri’s Assistant
Commissioner of Higher Education, regarding state-level issues in higher education,
specifically as relates to MDHE. Effective August 28, 2019, MDHE and the Missouri
Department of Workforce Development will be merged; MDHE will have a new name
after that time. Assessment is a focus of the state office, particularly as relates to Core 42,
time to degree, and credit to degree. Grants for a new “Fast-Track Scholarship” will soon
be available focused on high-need, high-demand, high-wage professions for students 25
years old and up. See https://dhe.mo.gov/initiatives/fast_track.php . MDHE also updates
their website with legislative and budget updates https://dhe.mo.gov/about/legislative/.

Dr. Michelle Branton spoke about her dissertation research, having been invited by her
advisor, Dr. MacGregor. Dr. Branton researched the “Fifteen to Finish” initiative in
Missouri, part of the Complete College America (CCA) agenda, connected to SB 997.

A legislative liaison report was provided by Otto Fajen, Missouri NEA Legislative
Director. He described the legislative process from the filing of a bill through its potential
journey into law. He distributed copies of a 2018 summary of higher education,
available:. https://dhe.mo.gov/about/legislative/documents/legssummary2018.pdf. He
also suggested that anyone interested in actively engaging in the legislative process can
track education legislation through the MNEW updates. The MNEA publishes a
legislative update at least every week during the senate sessions. Anyone can join the
listserv to receive these updates.

MAFS also reviewed their updated website, which is becoming increasingly more
functional and attractive. http://www.mafs.org/ . There are still issues being resolved.



https://dhe.mo.gov/initiatives/fast_track.php
https://dhe.mo.gov/about/legislative/
https://dhe.mo.gov/about/legislative/documents/legssummary2018.pdf
http://www.mafs.org/
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General Baccalaureate Degree
Policies and Requirements

Effective spring 2018, the minimum credit requirement for an undergraduate degree has been
reduced from 125 to 120. This applies to all undergraduate students regardless of degree or major
catalog term.

NOTE: Some programs have specific requirements that total more than 120 credit hours. This
change will not impact students in those programs.
Op3.04-27 General Baccalaureate Degree Policies and Requirements

General degree policies

Majors and options

A major is an academic program of study. A major may be divided into options or emphasis
areas that consist of a core area of study plus selected topical courses related to the specified
option. The diploma will list the major and not the option. For example, a student majoring in
Marketing with an option in Advertising and Promotion will have Marketing listed on the
diploma. Both the major and the option title will be listed on the student transcript.

Multiple degrees and/or multiple majors

For students with two majors, the first will determine the students’ department and dean for
various administrative purposes.

Students who complete the requirements for two or more majors under the same degree in the
same semester will be awarded one diploma listing all majors. If either major requires a minor,
the other major will fulfill this requirement. An additional major option or university certificate
will not fulfill a minor requirement.

Students who complete the requirements for two or more different degrees in the same semester
will be awarded a diploma for each degree.

Multiple use of courses

Courses may be counted toward meeting the requirements in more than one area (major and
minor, two majors, major and general education requirements, etc.) unless specifically prohibited
by the academic departments and/or degree requirements and so stated in the catalog.

Courses completed for graduate credit other than approved mixed credit courses cannot be
applied toward an undergraduate degree program, nor can courses taken for undergraduate credit
be applied toward a graduate degree program.


https://www.missouristate.edu/policy/Op3_04_27_GeneralBaccalaureateDegree.htm
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Additional undergraduate degree and/or major

Students who have previously earned a baccalaureate degree may return to pursue an additional
major or degree. A student may also pursue multiple majors and/or degrees at the same time.

A student may not receive a second baccalaureate degree with the same major (even if the option
within the major is different) as a degree previously earned unless one of the degrees is an
education degree (e.g. Bachelor of Science in Education or Bachelor of Music Education) and
the other degree is not.

Students pursuing multiple options of the same major must graduate with the multiple options
during the same semester of graduation as the student may not return in a later semester and be
awarded the same major again.

Students who have earned a bachelor’s degree from an institution accredited by a regional
accrediting association recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA)
are considered to have fulfilled general education requirements for the subsequent major/degree.
Additionally, for students pursuing a subsequent degree that requires a minor, the major on the
previous degree will fulfill the requirement. If students choose to pursue a minor, it may not be
in the same field of study as a previously earned major or minor, and must be of the same degree
type as the subsequent degree.

Minors may only be awarded as part of an earned degree. A minor cannot be awarded
independently and students cannot complete a minor post-graduation to a previously awarded
degree.

Teacher certification

A Bachelor of Science in Education or Bachelor of Music Education degree may be granted
without a recommendation for a teaching certificate if the graduate does not present evidence of
good moral character as determined by the Professional Education Committee.

Time limit

Credit for courses completed in the major more than eight years before the student’s date of
graduation may be disallowed by the major department.

Bachelor’s degree requirements

Catalog of graduation

Students shall satisfy the General Education, General Baccalaureate Degree Requirements, and
Scholastic Honors requirements in effect upon first enrollment as a degree-seeking student at
Missouri State. Major and minor requirements and other specific degree requirements in effect at
the time the student is admitted to that program shall be satisfied. Candidates for the Bachelor of
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Science in Education and Bachelor of Music Education degrees must meet all Missouri state
teacher certification requirements in effect at the time the certificate is granted.

If a student re-enrolls after an absence of one calendar year or more from Missouri State,
requirements in effect at the time of readmission as a degree-seeking student must be satisfied.
Any undergraduate student who re-enrolls at Missouri State within one year of being released
from military assignment shall be allowed to continue under the same "catalog of graduation.”
Any undergraduate student who had been admitted to a degree program or any graduate student
with an approved program of study prior to mobilization and who re-enrolls within one year of
being released from military assignment shall not be subject to any additional degree
requirements enacted in the interim.

Transfer students from Missouri public colleges and universities may follow the general
education and general baccalaureate degree requirements in effect at Missouri State when they
first enrolled (or re-enrolled after an absence of one calendar year or more) as degree-seeking
students at the institutions from which they transferred. The general education catalog year for
these students will be established at the point of admission on the basis of this policy. Students
who elect instead to follow the general education and general baccalaureate degree requirements
in effect during their first semester may do so by notifying the Office of the Registrar.

Credits and grade point average requirements

All candidates for any baccalaureate degree must meet the following minimum credits and grade
point average requirements:

1.Completed a total of at least 120 semester hours of credit. (Note: This requirement first
applies to students applying to graduate in the spring 2018 semester.)

2.Completed 40 hours of upper division credit (courses numbered 300 and above).

3. Attained at least a 2.00 Missouri State cumulative GPA.

4. Attained at least a 2.00 combined (MSU and transfer) GPA.

5. Attained at least a 2.00 general education GPA on all courses used to meet the student's
General Education requirements.

6. Attained at least a 2.00 GPA on all courses that are required in the major.

7. Attained at least a 2.00 GPA on all courses that are required in the minor.

Candidates for the Bachelor of Science in Education degree are also required to meet the
following additional grade point average requirements. All GPA requirements include both
Missouri State and transfer grades.

1. Attain at least a 2.75 combined (MSU and transfer) cumulative GPA.

2. Attain at least a 3.00 GPA in the certificate subject area (major field of study).
3. Attain at least a 3.00 GPA in any additional certificate subject area.

4. Attain at least a 3.00 GPA in the professional education courses.

5.Have no grade lower than a “C” in all professional education courses.
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Note: Many majors and minors require a GPA higher than the above stated minimums for
admission, graduation, or both. Such requirements are listed as a part of the major or minor
requirements.

Public Affairs Capstone Experience

All candidates for any baccalaureate degree must have completed a capstone experience (the
equivalent of at least three cumulative credit hours) related to the major. The capstone
experience allows a student to demonstrate the capacity to synthesize and apply information,
demonstrate analytical, practical, and interpretive skills and promulgate ideas acquired from the
major to bear on one significant summative experience, project, or class intrinsic to two elements
of the public affairs mission. The capstone experiences/projects/classes will be designed and
approved by individual departments or programs. The course number and credit hours assigned
to the capstone experience will be determined by the department and specified within each
major’s requirements.

University exit exam

All students admitted into a baccalaureate degree program must complete a University Exit
Exam. Students must take this University Exit Exam prior to graduation and upon the completion
of 90 or more credit hours.

Students who complete more than one baccalaureate degree are only required to take the exam
one time. Requests for exceptions to the exam requirement due to extreme hardship should be
directed to the Office of the Provost. Information regarding the University Exit Exam may be

obtained online.

Missouri Higher Education Civics Achievement Examination

In compliance with Missouri Law 170.013, all undergraduate, degree-seeking students with a
general education catalog semester/year of fall 2019 or later must, prior to graduation, pass an
examination on the provisions and principles of American civics (Missouri Higher Education
Civics Achievement Examination) with a score of seventy percent or greater.

Residence requirements

A candidate for a degree who transfers credit from another college must meet the following
residence requirements:

1.Complete a minimum of at least 30 hours of courses administered by the Springfield
Campus.

2.Complete at least 12 hours of upper division credit in the major in courses administered
by the Springfield Campus.

3.Complete at least 6 hours of upper or lower division credit in the minor in courses
administered by the Springfield Campus.


https://www.missouristate.edu/assessment/exitexam.htm
https://www.missouristate.edu/assessment/exitexam.htm
https://www.senate.mo.gov/18info/pdf-bill/tat/SB807.pdf
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4.Complete at least 20 out of the last 30 hours in courses administered by the Springfield
Campus. Students who have completed at least 90 hours in courses administered by the
Springfield Campus, may petition the department head of their major to take less than
20 out of the last 30 hours on the Springfield Campus. If this petition is granted, written
approval from the department head must be forwarded to the Office of the Registrar
prior to the semester of graduation.

Exceptions to 20 out of the last 30 hours requirement are made for the following: a)
Medical Technology majors when the last year is completed at an approved school of
Medical Technology, b) Radiography majors when the last two years are completed at
an approved school of Radiologic Technology, ¢) Animal Science major when the last
two years are completed at the University of Missouri School of Veterinary Medicine,
d) students who participate in a Missouri State study away or exchange program
approved by the Office of International Programs, and e) students in the West Plains
Campus completion degree programs.

Appeals for exceptions
Students who wish to appeal for exceptions to the general baccalaureate degree requirements

should submit an appeal to the Degrees Committee. The procedure for submitting an appeal is
maintained by the Office of the Provost.



https://www.missouristate.edu/provost/DegreesCommitteeGuidelines.htm

