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Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
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Adoption and Safe Families ActAdoption and Safe Families Act

ÅÅ Passed into law in 1997Passed into law in 1997

ÅÅ Clarifies the intent of Clarifies the intent of òòreasonable effortsreasonable efforts óópassed in 1984passed in 1984

ÅÅ Reasonable efforts can be waived in certain circumstancesReasonable efforts can be waived in certain circumstances

ÅÅ The ChildThe Child õõs health and safety paramount concerns health and safety paramount concern

ÅÅ Prospective caretakers not considered if there is a felony conviProspective caretakers not considered if there is a felony convi ction in last ction in last 
five years related to violencefive years related to violence

ÅÅ TPR shall be filed in cases where the child(ren) has been in carTPR shall be filed in cases where the child(ren) has been in car e for 15 out of e for 15 out of 
the last 22 monthsthe last 22 months

ÅÅ Clock starts at the time of the first judicial finding of abuse/Clock starts at the time of the first judicial finding of abuse/ neglect or 60 days neglect or 60 days 
after placement, whichever is earlierafter placement, whichever is earlier

ÅÅ States provided cash incentives for timely adoptionsStates provided cash incentives for timely adoptions
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Adoption and Safe Families ActAdoption and Safe Families Act

ASFA requires the state to file a petition to terminate parentalASFA requires the state to file a petition to terminate parental rights in the rights in the 
following cases (13):following cases (13):

ÅÅ A child has been in foster care for 15 of the most recent 22 monA child has been in foster care for 15 of the most recent 22 mon ths, ths, 

ÅÅ A court has determined a child to be an abandoned infant (as A court has determined a child to be an abandoned infant (as 
defined under state law), ordefined under state law), or

ÅÅ The parent has been convicted of murder or voluntary manslaughteThe parent has been convicted of murder or voluntary manslaughte r r 
of another child of the parent, of aiding, abetting, attempting,of another child of the parent, of aiding, abetting, attempting,
conspiring or soliciting to commit such murder or manslaughter, conspiring or soliciting to commit such murder or manslaughter, or of or of 
felony felony 

assault that has resulted in serious bodily assault that has resulted in serious bodily 

injury to the child or to another child of the injury to the child or to another child of the 

parent. parent. 
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Adoption and Safe Families ActAdoption and Safe Families Act

ASFA does not require the filing of a petition in the ASFA does not require the filing of a petition in the 
following circumstances:following circumstances:

ÅÅThe child is being cared for by a relative, The child is being cared for by a relative, 

ÅÅThe state has documented in the case plan a The state has documented in the case plan a 
compelling reason for determining that filing a compelling reason for determining that filing a 
petition would not be in the best interest of the child, petition would not be in the best interest of the child, 
or or 

ÅÅThe state has not provided the services necessary The state has not provided the services necessary 
for the safe return of the child (if the state is required for the safe return of the child (if the state is required 
to make reasonable efforts to reunify the familyto make reasonable efforts to reunify the family
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Adoption and Safe Families ActAdoption and Safe Families Act

Numbers of Children Adopted in MissouriNumbers of Children Adopted in Missouri

1995:1995: 538538

1996:1996: 600600

1997:1997: 533533

1998:1998: 640640

1999:1999: 849849

2000:2000: 1,2651,265

2001:2001: 1,1011,101

2002:2002: 1,5421,542

2003:2003: 1,4051,405

2004:2004: 1,3911,391

2005:2005: 1,2101,210
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Adoption and Safe Families ActAdoption and Safe Families Act
Explaining the Nuts and Bolts to FamiliesExplaining the Nuts and Bolts to Families

ÅÅ Provide direct instruction to families regarding the language Provide direct instruction to families regarding the language 
and culture of the child welfare system;and culture of the child welfare system;

ÅÅ Use strengthUse strength õõs based language rather than deficit based s based language rather than deficit based 
language;language;

ÅÅ Anticipate before a meeting with the family what their Anticipate before a meeting with the family what their 
thoughts, feelings and questions might be;thoughts, feelings and questions might be;

ÅÅ Know the facts of the situation;Know the facts of the situation;

ÅÅ Work to help the family overcome the Work to help the family overcome the òòapathyapathy -- futilityfutility óó
syndrome by instilling hope; syndrome by instilling hope; 

ÅÅ Ask the question, Ask the question, òòWhat do you think about what I have just What do you think about what I have just 
explained to you?explained to you? óó; and; and

ÅÅ Notice your practice.Notice your practice.

Petras, D., Massat, C. and Essex, E. (2002)Petras, D., Massat, C. and Essex, E. (2002)

Cournoyer, B.R. (2005)Cournoyer, B.R. (2005)

Wise, J.B. (2005)Wise, J.B. (2005)

Dewees, M. (2005)Dewees, M. (2005)
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Evaluating Your Own Commitment Evaluating Your Own Commitment 

to Reunificationto Reunification

ItItõõs all about Professionalisms all about Professionalism
ÅÅ IntegrityIntegrity

ÅÅProfessional knowledgeProfessional knowledge

ÅÅSelf EfficacySelf Efficacy

ÅÅEthical Decision MakingEthical Decision Making

ÅÅCritical thinking and lifelong learningCritical thinking and lifelong learning

ÅÅSelfSelf--understanding and selfunderstanding and self -- controlcontrol

ÅÅCultural competence and acceptance of othersCultural competence and acceptance of others

ÅÅSocial SupportSocial Support

Cournoyer, 2005Cournoyer, 2005
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Evaluating your own Commitment to Evaluating your own Commitment to 

ReunificationReunification
Roles of the Family Social WorkerRoles of the Family Social Worker

Help family members to:Help family members to:

ÅÅManage daily livingManage daily living

ÅÅLearn more effective problem solvingLearn more effective problem solving

ÅÅDevelop child management skillsDevelop child management skills

ÅÅLearn effective conflict resolutionLearn effective conflict resolution

ÅÅCommunicateCommunicate

ÅÅAccess concrete and social resourcesAccess concrete and social resources

ÅÅAppreciate their own unique worth and Appreciate their own unique worth and 

potential of each family memberpotential of each family member

ÅÅLearn to have wholesome funLearn to have wholesome fun

Collins, Jordan and Coleman, 1999Collins, Jordan and Coleman, 1999
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ActivityActivity

Social Worker RolesSocial Worker Roles
Help family members to:Help family members to:

1. Manage daily living1. Manage daily living

2. Learn more effective problem solving2. Learn more effective problem solving

3. Develop child management skills3. Develop child management skills

4. Learn effective conflict resolution4. Learn effective conflict resolution

5. Communicate5. Communicate

6. Access concrete and social resources6. Access concrete and social resources

7. Appreciate their own unique worth and 7. Appreciate their own unique worth and 

potential of each family memberpotential of each family member

8. Learn to have wholesome fun8. Learn to have wholesome fun

Collins, Jordan and Coleman, 1999Collins, Jordan and Coleman, 1999

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 



Slide 11 

 

Reunification with Family of OriginReunification with Family of Origin
Assessing for ReunificationAssessing for Reunification

Brainstorming ActivityBrainstorming Activity

What methods do you currently use to What methods do you currently use to 

determine when it is time to reunify?determine when it is time to reunify?
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Reunification with Family of OriginReunification with Family of Origin
Assessing for ReunificationAssessing for Reunification

(Re)Entries into CD Custody(Re)Entries into CD Custody

FY 2001FY 2001--20052005

20012001 74467446

20022002 75767576

20032003 67536753

20042004 69106910

20052005 65176517
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Reunification with Family of Reunification with Family of 

OriginOrigin
Predictors of ReunificationPredictors of Reunification

ÅÅEngagementEngagement

ÅÅParental Development HistoryParental Development History

ÅÅParent Personal CharacteristicsParent Personal Characteristics

ÅÅChild CharacteristicsChild Characteristics

ÅÅSocial ConnectednessSocial Connectedness

ÅÅWorker characteristicsWorker characteristics
Petras, D., Massat, C., & Essex, E. (2002)Petras, D., Massat, C., & Essex, E. (2002)

Dawson, K., & Berry, M. (2002). Dawson, K., & Berry, M. (2002). 
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