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Instructions for MSW Personal Essay:

– Submit a three-to-five page, double-spaced, typewritten statement about your interest in social work and your goals as masters level professional social worker. 
– Attach this form as the cover sheet of your statement if submitted in hard copy form.   If submitting essay on-line, please copy of this form and paste it as the first page of your on-line essay.
– Be sure to sign and date the last page of your essay if submitted in hard copy form.  If submitted on-line, make sure that your name is on the actual document.

Evaluation Criteria of the Personal Statement Essay: For applicant’s information only.  This page does not need to be included with the essay or in the application packet.
Since the personal statement essay accounts for a large portion of the overall application score, applicants are advised to carefully and thoughtfully prepare this document. 
The following areas will be evaluated by the MSW Admissions Committee:
1.  Thoroughness in addressing the above criteria and content areas

2.  Discussion of and thoughtfulness around cultural sensitivity  

3.  Appropriateness or fit of personal goals with social work profession 

4.  Ability or potential to critically think about social work issues

5.  Quality of relevant volunteer work experience related to the social work profession

6.  Quality of writing in essay: a) writing organization/flow; b) grammar/ punctuation; c) overall writing style.

Each applicant is required to complete a Personal Statement Essay in order for the Admissions Committee to more fully evaluate the applicant's rationales, interests and goals regarding pursuing a master of social work degree in the School of Social Work. This essay is a crucial element of the application process and should be carefully and thoughtfully written.








The following points must be addressed in your essay.  Feel free to include any other personal background information about one’s experiences, interests and goals related to your pursuing an MSW.





1.   How did you become interested in social work? What experiences - personal, educational or professional - caused or confirmed your interest in social work? If you considered or were involved in another field before choosing social work, what were your reasons for such a change? 





2.  How have your family experiences and relationships contributed to your interest in social work? 





3.  What are your reasons for deciding to pursue graduate work study at this time? What expectations do you have for graduate education? What areas of difficulty do you anticipate, if any? 





4.  Discuss those personal qualities and abilities you feel will be helpful to you in the social service profession. 





5.  Discuss your career interests and goals. Which areas of social work practice do you intend to pursue? As a graduate social worker, how would you contribute to achieving the goals of the social work profession? 





6. Briefly discuss a current social issue that you believe is relevant to the practice of social work.





7. Throughout the document, or at any point therein, discuss your experiences and attitudes around diversity and interacting with people who are different than you (in any form that may take).











