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Overview

Understanding the link 
between child welfare & 
domestic violence

In Her Shoes

Fact or Fiction?

Assessing for domestic 
violence

Best practices

Collaborating with others



3

Objectives:

To understand the nature of domestic violence including 

the tensions between the fields of domestic violence and 

child welfare.

To be able to assess for domestic violence and offer 

appropriate & sensitive interventions to the entire family 

(children, victims, batterers).

To be able to use family-centered tools, including safety 

plans, to help family members remain safe and free from 

abuse

To develop strategies for collaborating with community 

agencies and the criminal justice system 
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What is domestic violence?

A pattern of behavior

Used by one person in a relationship

To gain power & control over an 

intimate partner or family member

Includes physical attacks, 

intimidation, threats, economic 

deprivation, psychological abuse, & 

sexual abuse
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Batterer Profile

Controlling

Entitled/Self-Centered

Believes He Is the Victim

Manipulative/Good Public Image

Skillfully Dishonest

Food Early in Relationship

Disrespectful, Superior, Depersonalizing

Externalizes Responsibility

Punishes, Retaliates

Batters Serially

Danger Increases Post-Separation
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Batterer Profile

May be present, but NOT consistently True:
Substance Abuse

Psychopathology

Male-on-Male Violence
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Controlling Personality Type


