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Adoption and Safe Families Act

Å Passed into law in 1997

Å Clarifies the intent of òreasonable effortsó passed in 1984

Å Reasonable efforts can be waived in certain circumstances

Å The Childõs health and safety paramount concern

Å Prospective caretakers not considered if there is a felony conviction in last five years related to violence

Å TPR shall be filed in cases where the child(ren) has been in care for 15 out of the last 22 months

Å Clock starts at the time of the first judicial finding of abuse/neglect or 60 days after placement, 
whichever is earlier

Å States provided cash incentives for timely adoptions



Adoption and Safe Families Act

ASFA requires the state to file a petition to terminate parental rights in 
the following cases (13):

ÅA child has been in foster care for 15 of the most recent 22 months, 

ÅA court has determined a child to be an abandoned infant (as defined 
under state law), or

ÅThe parent has been convicted of murder or voluntary manslaughter of 
another child of the parent, of aiding, abetting, attempting, conspiring or 
soliciting to commit such murder or manslaughter, or of felony 

assault that has resulted in serious bodily 
injury to the child or to another child of the 
parent. 


