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Objectives

ÂUnderstand the dynamics of sexual abuse

ÂUnderstand the victim/perpetrator 
relationship

ÂLearn how children disclose sexual abuse

ÂUnderstand the ñProcess of Inquiryò

ÂUnderstand how to offer support for 
families



Sexual Abuse Definition

ÂAny inappropriate sexual contact 
between a child and a person or 
persons who have power or control 
over the child.

ÂThis person(s) may or may not have 
used force.



Why abuse happens

ÂAn individual has sexual feelings 
toward the victim

ÂThe perpetrator does not have well-
developed internal inhibitors

ÂThere are no external inhibitors

ÂA vulnerable victim is present



Pattern of how abuse 
happens 1

Â Inappropriate nudity

Â Inappropriate sexual talk

Â Forcing child to expose their genitals

Â Forcing child to fondle perpetrators genitals

Â Fondling a child over, then under clothing

Â Forcing a child to perform oral sex on 
perpetrator


