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Preface 
 
In many ways, there may be few differences between one university and another.  To stand out 
as truly great, a university must be more than manicured grounds or ivy-covered walls, more 
than a packed arena or a crowded stadium, more than "smart" classrooms, paneled offices, 
hushed libraries, busy laboratories, or row after row of gleaming new computers.  While all 
these things may be necessary or desirable, they are not the things that make a university 
great. 
 
Rather, a great university is first and foremost a human community.  It is a place where people 
express their sense of commitment, their passion for learning and discovery, their dedication to 
service over self interest, and do it all through the completion of those various daily tasks and 
challenges that mark the institution's steady heartbeat.  A great university is a community of 
dedicated people bound together by shared responsibilities, mutual obligations, and a 
dependence on each other both to accomplish things of true value and to make a future. 
 
It is the purpose of this Handbook to help define or codify those responsibilities, obligations, and 
lines of interdependence and, thereby contribute to Missouri State's continued life as a great 
university. 
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