PAGE  
2

Phi 110:999 Introduction to Philosophy
Fall 2011
jack knight

Strong Hall 201
Introduction to Philosophy explores various ways of understanding the human self and its relation to the world.  Through a consideration of what can be known, what is real, and what is worth valuing, the course deals with central themes arising from the quest for self-knowledge.

Philosophy is one of the oldest intellectual disciplines.  Its appearance in the 7th century BCE came about because of a desire to know how the world works and how the individual relates to it.  Its legacy persists in the voice of each new generation: What is the meaning of life?  What is truly known of the world?  What is good, as well as right and wrong?  What assumptions shape our social life, in regard to art, law, science, reason and religion, history?  As a discipline, Philosophy is concerned with conclusions but also with the arguments upon which they are based.  In that respect it acknowledges humanity’s debt to ideas old and new as well as to logic, imagination, culture and personal choice in uncovering truth.  Thus, Philosophy is not only a study of the larger and historic world; it is ultimately a study of the social and introspective self.

Introduction to Philosophy is part of the General Education program and satisfies the Humanities perspective of the “Self-Understanding” area of the General Education Requirement.  The stated purpose of MSU’s general education program is as follows:  “The aim of general education at Missouri State University is to develop people capable of making choices that lead to thoughtful, creative, and productive lives and to responsible participation in society.”  Specific stated goals of general education which this class will help you with include:  You should be able to formulate questions; be able to make generalizations (skillfully and correctly); be open-minded; be able to write and speak with clarity and precision for diverse audiences; be conscious of [your] own thinking processes, including the cultural and social contexts of that thinking; and have the skills and motivation to continue learning after leaving the university.  For more information about the general education program, see http://www.missouristate.edu/GeneralEducation/Goals%20_GenEd.htm.    
____________________________________________

I.  Texts:  Robert Wolff, About Philosophy (10th edition)

Sophocles, The Theban Plays (paper)

Alan Watts, The Wisdom of Insecurity (paper)

II.  Course Guidelines:  

A.  Grades will be determined in this way:

1.  Two one-hour examinations are scheduled for the semester, covering the reading assignments from About Philosophy and related materials presented in class.  The second and last exam is not comprehensive; each exam covers only its half of the course.  These exams are a course requirement, worth 100 points each.

2.  Also, two extra readings are scheduled as a supplemental assignment.  The concept is to follow in-class discussions of books on Buddhism and Greek tragedy, respectively, with short essay exams that test for reading comprehension and text analysis.  The supplemental exams are worth 30 points each.    

3.  In addition, students are expected to act as class discussants up to four times during the term. This assignment will be graded on the student's assistance in explaining the day's reading, including PDF readings in bold.  The assignment is worth 30 points for the four turns.

4. Finally, students who meet the class attendance requirement of three or fewer absences will have 10 points applied to their point total. [see below]  

In summary, semester grades will be based on items 1 through 4 according to this profile:

270-300 points = A

240-269 points = B

210-239 points = C

180-209 points = D

179 points and below = F

B. ATTENDANCE POLICY: In compliance with University policy, attendance is expected for all class sessions (Undergraduate Catalog, 2010-2011, p. 47).  In addition, failure to take either a textbook or supplemental exam at the time they are scheduled will result in a zero grade for that exam.  Moreover, failure to keep a class discussion date carries forfeiture of that turn.  For exams, essays, discussions and attendance credit, recognized exceptions for absences are personal illness, compelling circumstances such as family emergencies, and participation in University-sanctioned activities and programs.  Students are required to provide documentation to have an excuse verified.  Accordingly, a record of class attendance will be kept and maintained. [Throughout the semester a sign-up sheet will be used to record attendance. The sign-up sheet will be considered authoritative for registering attendance.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure he or she is marked present.] Students with three or fewer unexcused absences for the semester will have 10 points added to their point total.  [In other words, a one-third grade penalty will be assigned to students who fail to meet the three-or-fewer attendance rule.]

Students enrolled in Phi 110 should be advised that course grades correlate to class attendance.  Students are responsible for materials presented in class as well as assigned readings.

C.  University studies prosper only in a context of academic freedom, where each of us is responsible for work we submit as our own.  Accordingly, acts of academic dishonesty, cheating, or plagiarism will be subject to sanctions outlined in the University’s Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures www.missouristate.edu/assets/provost/AcademicIntegrityPolicyRev-1-08.pdf.  Plagiarism involves either copying or paraphrasing a classmate’s work or copying or paraphrasing a text without adequate citation. The penalty for plagiarism is an F grade for that assignment.   

III.  Miscellaneous:

I have set aside 10:30-11:30 and 1-2 MWF for office hours.  This is your time, so please feel free to use it.  If these hours are impossible for you, please ask for an appointment.  My office is Strong Hall 334.  My e-mail is jackknight@missouristate.edu. My campus phone is 836-5923.
Also, please bring to my attention any special class needs or learning aids, or other considerations, required because of a disability, including assistance during an emergency evacuation.  For more technical support, including proctor services, you may contact Disability Support Services, PSU, Suite 405 www.missouristate.edu/disability.   For diagnostic testing for learning and psychological disabilities, contact Learning Diagnostic Clinic (http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc).

IV.  Assignment Schedule


Readings in bold face as well as class notes, pre-exam reviews, and class 
announcements are posted on Blackboard.

   Knowledge and Reality

Aug 24 The Study of Human Nature, pp. 2-12.  Plato, Apology

Aug 29
 Human Nature and the Universe, pp. xxx.  Aurelius, Meditations
Aug 31 Descartes’ Method of Doubt, pp. 50-60.  Descartes, Letter of Dedication
Sept 2 Responses to Cartesian Doubt, pp. 61-64.

Sept 7, 9 Hume and Empiricism, pp. 68-76.  Sacks, Eyes Right
Sept 12 Kant’s Resolution, pp. 76-78.  Kant, Categories

Sept 14 Kierkegaard’s Encounter with Faith, pp. 350-361.  Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling

Sept 16 The Limitations of the Western Philosophical Tradition, pp. 25-29.  Du Bois, Of Our Spiritual Strivings
Sept 19  The Wisdom of Insecurity
Sept 21 Supplemental exam one
   Ethics and the Good Life

Sept 26, 28 Kant and the Commands of Duty, pp. 160-173.  Kant, Foundation of  


Morals  
Sept 30, Oct 3 Utilitarianism and the Calculation of Pleasures and Pains, pp. 173-182.  Le Guin, Omelas
Oct 5 Plato, The Theory of the Healthy Personality; The Ring of Gyges

Oct 7, 10 Sartre, Existentialism and Human Emotions
Oct 12 exam review
Oct 17 exam one
Applied Ethics
Oct 19 Hardin, Living on a Lifeboat
Oct 21 Sante Fe Independent School District v. Jane Doe

Oct 24 Village of Skokie v. National Socialist Party of America
Oct 26 Rachels, Active and Passive Euthanasia
Oct 28 Singer, Animal Liberation
     Philosophy of Art

Oct 31 The Theban Plays (King Oedipus and Antigone)

Nov 2 Supplemental exam two
Nov 4 Plato’s Attack on the Poets, pp. 306-314.  Plato, The Allegory of the Cave
Nov 7 Aristotle’s Defense of the Poets, pp. 315-320

Nov 9 Tolstoy, Defense of Art; How Much Land Does a Man Need? 
Nov 11 Marcuse and the Uses of Negation, pp. 320-326.  Marcuse, One Dimensional 


Man

   Law and Liberty

Nov 14, 16 Hobbes’ Materialism, Free Will and Determinism, pp. 96-106.  Hobbes, Leviathan
Nov 18, 21 Rousseau and the Theory of the Social Contract, pp. 268-281.  Declaration of Independence 

Nov 28 The Pluralist Theory of the State, pp. 281-286.  Madison, Federalist Papers, No. 10

Nov 30 Mill and Classical Laissez-Faire Liberalism, pp. 248-260

Dec 2, 5 The Socialist Attack on Capitalism, pp. 260-268.  Marx, Communist Manifesto
Dec 7 exam review
Finals Week exam two
MSU is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution, and maintains a grievance procedure incorporating due process available to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against.  At all times, it is your right to address inquiries or concerns about possible discrimination to the Office of Equity and Diversity, Park Central Office Building, 117 Park Central Square, Suite 111, (417) 836-4252.  Concerns about discrimination can also be brought directly to your instructor’s attention, and/or to the attention of your instructor’s Department Head.
