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Ancient Greek Philosophy is a study of rational thought in the Classical age, covering early world views; the systematic philosophies of the Athenian period--the Sophists, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle; as well as the Skeptic, Stoic and Epicurean responses to the end of empire.  
__________________________________

I.  Text:   Walter Kaufmann, Ancient Philosophy, Fifth edition (Prentice-Hall, 2008)

II.  Course Guidelines:

Semester grades will be based on four examinations of a paragraph to short-answer type, a term paper, vocabulary quiz, and classroom participation.  The four one-hour exams correspond to divisions of ancient philosophy: the early philosophers and Socrates; Plato; Aristotle; and the philosophers of the Hellene and Roman period; and will cover the reading assignments from Ancient Philosophy and related materials including PDF readings in bold.  Exam dates are listed below.  The term-paper assignment is open to topic but should be grounded in the ancient period and employ a discursive style.  (See the Guidelines for paper on Blackboard for instructions.)  The due date for papers is Monday, November 21 by 5:00 PM.  Papers turned in by Wednesday noon, December 14 will be accepted without penalty but because of time constraints will be graded without comment. [Students who turn in their papers after that date will necessitate an Incomplete for the course.]  The vocabulary quiz will be offered during the final exam class period; it involves matching transliterated Greek terms and expressions introduced during the semester to their English meanings.  Finally, student participation will be arranged on a voluntary basis, with each student expected to act as a class discussant four times during the semester.

More specifically, the textbook exams are worth 100 points each, the paper 80 points, the vocabulary quiz 40 points, and the discussant portion 80 points (four times for 20 points a turn.)  Accordingly, final grades will be based on a 600 point scale, with 540 points equaling an "A," 480 points equaling a "B," and so on.  

Class attendance is required.  Moreover, students must take the examinations on the days scheduled and be prepared for class times slated for discussion.  The standard exceptions are illness, accident, and the like, for which documentation is required.

My office is Strong Hall 334 and my office hours are 10:30-11:30 and 1-2 Monday through Friday, or by appointment.  My campus phone number is 836-5923. 

University studies prosper only in a context of academic freedom, where each of us is responsible for work we submit as our own.  Accordingly, acts of academic dishonesty, cheating, or plagiarism will be subject to sanctions outlined in the University’s Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures http://www.missouristate.edu/provost/AcademicIntegrityPolicyRev-1-08.pdf.  Plagiarism involves either copying or paraphrasing a classmate’s work or copying or paraphrasing a text without adequate citation.  The penalty for plagiarism is an F grade for that assignment.    

Also, please bring to my attention any special class needs or learning aids, or other considerations, required because of a disability, including assistance during an emergency evacuation.  For more technical support, including proctor services, contact Disability Support Services, PSU, Suite 405 http://www.missouristate.edu/disability.  For diagnostic testing for learning and psychological disabilities, contact Learning Diagnostic Clinic (http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc.).

III.  Assignment Schedule:

Readings in bold face as well as class notes are posted on Blackboard.  [Use the password <socrates> to access Blackboard readings.]
Early Philosophers and Socrates  

*beginnings:  Thales and Anaximander (K, pp. 8-11)

*how a universe works:  Heraclitus (K, pp. 18-21)

**being, reason and the laws of unmotion:  Parmenides and Zeno (K, pp. 22-30)

**man as the measure of all things:  Protagoras, Gorgias and Critias (K, pp. 43-48); Gorgias, Encomium on Helen 

**phil-o-sophia:  Plato, Apology (K, pp. 82-99)

*citizen Socrates:  Plato, Crito (K, pp. 99-107)

*lessons for the pious:  Plato, Euthyphro (K, pp. 70-82)

Sept 21  Exam 1

     Plato 

*everlasting ideas:  Plato, Phaedo (K, pp. 112-116, 119-122, 148-150)

**learning as recollection:  Plato, Meno (K, pp. 151-175)

*in search of virtue:  Plato, Republic Bk I (K, pp. 210-223)

*philosopher guard-dogs: Plato, Republic Bk II (K, pp. 223-233)

*justice is not a fourth thing:  Plato, Republic Bk IV (K, pp. 236-249)

*knowledge and opinion:  Plato, Republic Bk VI (K, pp. 271-278)

*philosophical katabasis:  Plato, Republic Bk VII (K, pp. 278-283); Plato, “The Myth 
of Er,” Republic BK X (excerpt)
*mud, sails and the third man:  Plato, Parmenides (K, pp. 283-290)

Oct 19  Exam 2

     Aristotle

**cause, chance and the end of history:   Aristotle, Metaphysics, Bk XII: 7, 9, 10 (K, pp. 358-359, 361-363); Aristotle, Physics, II: 3-5 (K, pp. 330-333); Aristotle, Posterior Analytics, Bk I: 1-3, 31; Bk II: 2, 19) 
**eudaimonia and the good life:  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk I: 1-5, 7-13; Bk X: 6-8 (K, pp. 369-373, 375-383, 434-439); Herodotus, The History of Herodotus, Bk I: 3-31, 46, 53, 86-87
**virtue and its applications:  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk II: 1-9; Bk IV: 3 (K, pp. 383-392, 401-404)

*the voluntary, choice and deliberation:  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk III: 1-5 (K, pp. 393-401)

*ends and means:  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk VI: 1-13 (K, pp. 404-415)

*weak-willedness:  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk VII: 1-4, 10 (K, pp. 415-422, 429-430)

**tragic katharsis: Plato, Republic X: 595-608; Aristotle, Poetics 1, 4, 5-7, 9, 11, 13-15

Nov 16  Exam 3

     Hellene and Roman Philosophers 

*the comfort of physics:  Epicurus, “Letter to Herodotus” (K, pp. 458-474); Lucretius, 
On the Nature of the Universe, Bk II: 216-283 (K, pp. 483-485)
*the good of pleasure:  Epicurus, “Letter to Menoeceus”; “Principle Doctrines” (K, pp. 474-481)

*the world and its will:  Epictetus, Encheiridion (K, pp. 510-522)

Nov  21 no class.  Papers due Monday, Nov 29 5:00 pm

*stoic inclusion:  Marcus Aurelius, Meditations (K, pp. 523-531)

*the virtue of doubt:  Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of Pyrrhonism (K, pp. 532-539)

*the One and only being:  Plotinus, Enneads, V: Tractates 1, 3 (K, pp. 547-558)

Monday, Dec 12, 11-1  Vocabulary quiz; Exam 4
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