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Syllabus for
Ethics and Contemporary Issues
Fall 2011

OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE: Ethics is a branch of philosophy which attempts to achieve a systematic understanding of the nature of morality. In this course we will examine and critically evaluate various moral issues in light of fundamental theories of morality and basic moral principles. The theories and principles will provide different frameworks within which we can judge particular moral issues. By the end of the course you should be able to:
a)	explain basic concepts, principles and theories used to resolve moral issues.
b)	critically analyze and evaluate ethical principles and theories.
c)	distinguish moral issues from other types of conflict that arise from diverse cultural traditions.
d)	use principles and theories to develop publicly defensible resolutions to moral issues.
e)	recognize the impact of ethical decisions upon governmental regulations, legal requirements, political processes and economic activities.
	This course is part of the general education program and satisfies the humanities perspective of the “Culture and Society” area of the general education requirement. For more information about the General Education Program, see http://www.missouristate.edu/GeneralEducation/Faculty_Senate_Approved_GenEd.htm.
WHAT YOU HAVE TO BUY: There is one textbook you need to buy for the course, a custom e-book (which stands for “electronic book”—ours comes in an online version or a downloadable version) from McGraw-Hill Primis. I have opted for it rather than a traditional printed textbook because, at around $34, the e-book is much cheaper. You can purchase the e-book by going to https://create.mcgraw-hill.com/shop/#/catalog/details/?isbn=9781121285712. If you would like a printed version of the text, just print out the e-book yourself. (Were I to order a printed version of the custom book, it would run about $50 at the bookstore.) Some of our readings are not included in the e-book, but they will be made available on the course’s Blackboard Web site.
	Also, if you don’t already have one, you’ll need to purchase a Turning Technologies ResponseCard NXT, also known as a “clicker,” from the bookstore. These student-response devices will be used for quizzes and practice exercises, as well as for polling students for their opinions. I’m told that the bookstore is presently selling the clickers for $48.95 and that they come with a $10 rebate as well.
STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE: Since logical arguments and moral principles figure in every article we will read, and will figure in the written assignments you’ll be asked to complete, we will begin the course with a whirlwind survey of logic and some of the most influential theories in the history of ethics. The bulk of the course will then be given over to the exploration of particular moral issues. (I use ‘moral’ and ‘ethical’ interchangeably.) The list of readings below is subject to change with notice. 
	Logic

	Introduction to the course

	(a) this syllabus
(b) Rachels, “Does Morality Depend on Religion?” (in e-book)

	Harris, “The Myth of Secular Moral Chaos” (on Blackboard)

	Bassham et al., “Basic Logical Concepts” (in e-book). You may skip sections “How Can We Tell Whether an Argument Is Deductive or Inductive?,” “Common Patterns of Inductive Reasoning,” and “Inductive Strength.”
Practice exercises: 3.1, I, 1, 2; 3.2, 1–5; 3.4, 1–5; 3.5, I, 1–5; 3.5, II, 1–5

	Bassham et al., “Recognizing Arguments” (in e-book), pp. 50–61 (e-book pagination)
Practice exercises: 2.1, I, 2–16; 2.1, II, 2–9, 11, 12; 2.2, I, 1–10

	Bassham et al., “Recognizing Arguments” (in e-book), pp. 61–74 (e-book pagination)
Practice exercises: 2.4, I, 1–15; 2.4, II, 1–15

	(a) Bassham et al., “Logical Fallacies—I” (in e-book)
	Practice exercises: 5.1, 1–4; 5.2, I, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, 16, 17, 19, 22, 24, 25, 29, 30, 33, 35–37
(b) “Fallacy: Appeal to Tradition” (on Blackboard)
(c) “Appeal to Nature” (on Blackboard)

	[bookmark: _GoBack](a)	Bassham et al., “Logical Fallacies—II” (in e-book)
	Practice exercises: 6.1, 1, 2, 4–14, 16–25
(b)	Gutting, “On Experts and Global Warming” (on Blackboard)

	Moore and Parker, “More Fallacies” (on Blackboard)

	Bassham et al., “Finding Missing Premises and Conclusions” (on Blackboard)
Practice exercises: 7.3, I, 1–5; 7.3, II, 2, 4–7

	Boss, “Critical Thinking: Why It’s Important” (in e-book)

	Logic Test

	Moral Theories 

	Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” (in e-book)

	Rachels, “Ethical Egoism” (in e-book; you may skip Section 5.2)

	(a) Rachels, “The Utilitarian Approach” (in e-book)
(b) Bentham, “Of the Principle of Utility” (on Blackboard)

	(a) Rachels, “Kant and Respect for Persons” (in e-book; Section 10.1)
(b) Kant, excerpt from Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (on Blackboard)
(c) Nozick, “The Experience Machine” (on Blackboard)

	Sexuality, Parenting, and Marriage

	The Vatican, “Declaration on Sexual Ethics” (on Blackboard)
Corvino, “Why Shouldn’t Tommy and Jim Have Sex” (on Blackboard)

	Humphrey, “What Shall We Tell the Children?” (on Blackboard)

	LaFollette, “Licensing Parents” (on Blackboard)

	Group Debate: “Resolved: The United States should legalize polygamous marriage.”
Affirmative: Andrew Johnson
Negative: student group to be determined

	Animal Treatment

	Singer, “All Animals Are Equal” (in e-book)

	Cohen, “The Case for the Use of Animals in Biomedical Research” (in e-book)

	Norcross, “Puppies, Pigs, and People: Eating Meat and Marginal Cases” (on Blackboard)

	(a) Topic Argument #1 due: Is it morally permissible for a healthy woman to obtain an abortion in the 8th week of a pregnancy that resulted from rape? Construct one standardized argument ending in a conclusion that answers the question. In a separate paragraph, explain how a person could, in theory, convince you that the conclusion of your argument is mistaken.
(b) Group Debate (possibility): “Resolved: It is wrong to buy burgers from McDonald’s.”
Affirmative: student group to be determined
Negative: student group to be determined

	Abortion

	(a) Pope John Paul II, “The Unspeakable Crime of Abortion” (in e-book)
(b) Warren, “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion” (in e-book)

	Marquis, “Why Abortion Is Immoral” (in e-book)

	Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion” (in e-book), pp. 281–285 (e-book pagination)

	Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion” (in e-book), pp. 286–291 (e-book pagination)

	(a) Topic Argument #2 due: Is the death penalty for premeditated murder morally permissible? Construct one standardized argument ending in a conclusion that answers the question. In a separate paragraph, explain how a person could, in theory, convince you that the conclusion of your argument is mistaken.
(b) Group Debate (possibility): “Resolved: Abortion is murder.”
Affirmative: student group to be determined
Negative: student group to be determined

	Capital Punishment

	(a) Death Penalty Information Center, “Part I: History of the Death Penalty” (on Blackboard)
(b) Viewing and discussion of 60 Minutes segment on Texas murderer Karla Faye Tucker

	(a) Rachels, “Kant and Respect for Persons (in e-book; Section 10.2)
(b) Bentham, “Of the Proportion between Punishments and Offences” (on Blackboard)

	(a) Rachels, “Kant and Respect for Persons” (in e-book; Section 10.3)
(b) Kant, “The Right of Punishing” (on Blackboard)

	(a) Death Penalty Information Center, “Facts about the Death Penalty” (on Blackboard)
(b) van den Haag, “The Ultimate Punishment: A Defense of Capital Punishment” (on Blackboard)

	Nathanson, “An Eye for an Eye?” (on Blackboard)

	Group Debate (possibility): “Resolved: In the United States, the death penalty ought to be allowed for certain very serious crimes.”
Affirmative: student group to be determined
Negative: student group to be determined

	Advertising

	Viewing and discussion of Killing Us Softly, 3: Advertising’s Image of Women (no reading)

	Miller, “Ethics and Advertising” (on Blackboard)

	Collins, “In Defense of Advertising” (on Blackboard)



GRADING: Your grade for the course will be calculated as follows:
	5 pop quizzes (on readings, multiple choice)
	@ 3%
	15%

	first exam (multiple choice)
	
	10%

	second exam (multiple choice)
	
	15%

	final exam (multiple choice)
	
	15%

	2 topic arguments
	@ 2.5%
	5%

	paper, 4–6 pages (If you take the rewrite option, your initial paper will count for 33% of your paper grade and the rewrite for 67%.)
	
	20% or 30%

	class participation
	
	20% or 10%

	TOTAL
	
	100%


	In preparing for the pop quizzes, you will find it helpful to answer the study questions (provided on Blackboard) for the respective reading. You may write your answers out and refer to them during the quizzes. You are allowed one letter-sized page (front and back, typewritten or handwritten) of notes per quiz. The questions on the quizzes—which are meant to test your comprehension only of the main features of the author’s position and argument—will be taken from these study questions. A total of 7 pop quizzes will be administered in the course of the semester, and the 2 lowest quiz grades for each student will be dropped.
	The exams will be multiple-choice in format and will cover the readings not covered by the quizzes. You may use notes during the second and final exams, one page (front and back, typewritten or handwritten) per reading covered.
	The topic arguments are standardized arguments (in which you label your premises and conclusions) you will compose on particular issues in applied ethics. (The topic-argument assignments are included in the course agenda above.) Topic arguments that earn a grade of 100% will:
be deductively valid,
not have any premises that are uncontroversially false,
have premise lines each of which contains exactly one premise (note that premise indicators are not parts of premises),
have conclusion lines each of which contains exactly one conclusion (not that conclusion indicators are not parts of conclusions),
have no superfluous lines (that is, lines that don’t play any role in the argument), and
be free of errors of spelling, grammar, punctuation, and semantics.
	For the paper, you will have the choice of writing about the ethics of eating meat or the ethics of abortion. Detailed guidelines for the paper assignments will be posted on Blackboard. You will have the option of rewriting your paper, provided you meet the deadline for submission of the first version of the paper. If you do take the rewrite option, (1) your grade on the first version of the paper will count for 33%, on the second version for 67%, of your paper grade, and (2) you will be expected to take account in your rewrite of the comments I gave you on your first paper.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]	Your class participation grade will be based in part on (attentive) attendance (which I view as a kind of passive participation), in part on how well you answer questions with your clicker, and in part on what you say in class or contribute to the class’s online discussion forum on Blackboard. Perfect attendance without any participation in class discussion (and otherwise model behavior) will earn you a class-participation grade of 78. To lift your participation grade above this, you will need to ask good questions, give correct answers to my questions, and make insightful observations—the more often, the better. Coming to class late, behaving disruptively, sleeping or texting in class, or otherwise not paying attention will adversely affect your participation grade.
	The dual weighting possibilities for the paper and class participation require a bit of explanation. Whether the second paper counts for 30% of the grade and class participation for 10%, or the paper counts for 20% of the grade and class participation for 20%, will be determined according to which grade is higher, the paper grade or the class-participation grade. The better grade will receive the higher possible weight, the worse grade the lower possible weight. For example, if you received a 92 on the paper and an 82 for your class participation, your paper will count for 30% and your class participation for 10%. The dual weighting options benefit students who perform unequally well on the paper and in class, while not penalizing students whose performance is roughly the same in both areas.
	There are two kinds of extra credit: participation extra credit and course extra credit. Participation extra credit is added to your participation grade; course extra credit is added to your course grade. If and when a public lecture is given that is relevant to a course topic, I may offer to award you substantial participation credit for submitting a “critical reflection” on the lecture. Course extra credit can be earned in two ways. First, you can give a short presentation in class on how one of the current presidential candidates committed, during his or her campaign, or on how an advertisement commits, one of the fallacies covered in the Logic section of the course. If you identify and explain the fallacy correctly, you will earn 1 extra-credit point to be added to what would otherwise be your course grade. Second, you can participate in a group debate. See the course agenda above for possible topics. A truly superlative performance by a student in a group debate will earn him or her 5 extra-credit points to be added to what would otherwise be his or her course grade. To illustrate, suppose that you would have an 86 for the course (“B”) without any extra credit, and that you earned 4 extra-credit points. These points would raise your grade for the course to a 90 (“A–”). Each student is limited to one fallacy presentation and one group debate.
	Absences are excused only with documentation. The most common examples of grounds for excusing an absence are illness or injury, death in the family, or a university-related event. Absences for other reasons may be excused at my discretion, but the standards are stringent. For purposes of attendance credit and missed quizzes, however, I do grant you three “free” absences.
	Make-ups will be allowed only for excused absences. I must be notified in a timely fashion of the reason for your absence, if at all possible before it occurs. There are no make-ups for pop quizzes missed due to excused absences, however (since the make-up would not have any “pop”). In lieu of a make-up quiz, the next pop quiz is counted twice. If you miss the last pop quiz owing to an excused absence, your grade on the final will also count as your grade for the last pop quiz.
	You are advised to retain all of your returned assignments. I am fallible, so it is possible that I will incorrectly enter a grade from time to time. If I incorrectly enter one of your grades and you demonstrate this to me by showing me your graded assignment, I will gladly correct your grade.
	Grading scale:
	A = 93–100	A– = 90–92
B+ = 87–89	B = 83–86	B– = 80–82
C+ = 77–79	C = 73–76	C– = 70–72
D+ = 67–69	D = 60–66
	F = 0–59
	ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY: Missouri State University is a community of scholars committed to developing educated persons who accept the responsibility to practice personal and academic integrity. You are responsible for knowing and following the university’s Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures, available at http://www.missouristate.edu/policy/academicintegritystudents.htm and also available at the Reserves Desk in Meyer Library. Any student participating in any form of academic dishonesty will be subject to sanctions as described in this policy. The consequence of an act of academic dishonesty in this course will take the form of a grade penalty, with the severity of the penalty depending upon the extent of the academic dishonesty. The minimum penalty for flagrant academic dishonesty is a grade of zero on the assignment in question or a deduction of three points from what would otherwise be your course grade, whichever is less. In especially egregious cases of academic dishonesty I may assign the student a grade of “XF” for the course. I strongly recommend that you complete Missouri State’s online Academic Integrity Interactive Tutorial, which can be accessed at http://apps.missouristate.edu/academicintegrity/. Even if you do not complete the tutorial, you are responsible for knowing Missouri State’s Academic Integrity Policies. NB: Neither ignorance of regulations nor absence of intent to violate them counts as an excuse or justification for academic dishonesty.
	CELL PHONES AND OTHER COMMUNICATION DEVICES: As a member of the learning community, each student has a responsibility to other students who are members of the community. When cell phones or pagers ring and students respond in class or leave class to respond, it disrupts the class. Therefore, the Office of the Provost prohibits the use by students of cell phones, pagers, PDAs, or similar communication devices during scheduled classes.  All such devices must be turned off or put in a silent (vibrate) mode and ordinarily should not be taken out during class.  Given the fact that these same communication devices are an integral part of the University’s emergency notification system, an exception to this policy would occur when numerous devices activate simultaneously. When this occurs, students may consult their devices to determine if a university emergency exists.  If that is not the case, the devices should be immediately returned to silent mode and put away. Unauthorized use of your cell phone during class will result in denial of attendance and participation credit for the class period in question.
	COMPUTER POLICY: The use of computers or any other electronic device that can access the Internet (with the exception of smart phones during a university emergency) is prohibited while class is in session.
	NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: Missouri State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution, and maintains a grievance procedure available to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against. At all times, it is your right to address inquiries or concerns about possible discrimination to the Office for Equity and Diversity, Park Central Office Building, 117 Park Central Square, Suite 111, (417) 836-4252. Other types of concerns (i.e., concerns of an academic nature) should be discussed directly with your instructor and can also be brought to the attention of your instructor’s Department Head. Please visit the OED Web site at http://www.missouristate.edu/equity/.
	POLICY ON DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION: To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact the Director of the Disability Resource Center, Plaster Student Union, Suite 405, (417) 836-4192 or (417) 836-6792 (TTY), http://www.missouristate.edu/disability/. Students are required to provide documentation of disability to the Disability Resource Center prior to receiving accommodations. The Disability Resource Center refers some types of accommodation requests to the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, which also provides diagnostic testing for learning and psychological disabilities. For information about testing, contact the Director of the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, (417) 836-4787, http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc.
	EMERGENCY RESPONSE: Students who require assistance during an emergency evacuation must discuss their needs with their professors and the Disability Resource Center. If you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible.
	For additional information students should contact the Disability Resource Center, 836-4192 (PSU 405), or Larry Combs, Interim Assistant Director of Public Safety and Transportation at 836-6576.
	For further information on Missouri State University’s Emergency Response Plan, please refer to the following Web site: http://www.missouristate.edu/safetran/erp.htm.
	DROPPING THE COURSE: It is your responsibility to understand the University’s procedure for dropping a class. If you stop attending this class but do not follow proper procedure for dropping the class, you will receive a failing grade and will also be financially obligated to pay for the class. For information about dropping a class or withdrawing from the university, contact the Office of the Registrar at 836-5520. See also “Adding/Dropping a Class” on Blackboard, under “Course Information.”
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