PHI 110, Introduction to Philosophy                           		Office: Strong Hall Rm., 337
Dr. Johnny Washington			                        	Office Hrs: TR: 9:15-10:15;
Fall 2011								TR: 3:15-4:15 and W: 11:00-12: noon; 
Ph: 4737    								2:00-4:00 & by appointments
									jwashington@missouristate.edu
										

Objectives: Philosophy usually proceeds by raising questions: What can we know? What is worth valuing? What constitutes space-time or matter? What constitutes human destiny? What is reality? What makes possible the best form of government? How is scientific knowledge possible? Can computers think? These and other questions will be explored from both historic and contemporary contexts. In exploring such questions you will be introduced to the various branches of Philosophy: Aesthetics, Ethics, Epistemology, Logic, Metaphysics, Philosophy of Science and Philosophy of Religion, among others. Further in this course we will examine and critically evaluate various philosophic issues in the light of some fundamental theories or approaches. These will provide different frameworks within which we can explore or examine particular philosophic issues. By the end of the course, you should be able to:

 i)    explain basic concepts, principles and theories used to approach certain philosophic problems.
 ii)   critically analyze and evaluate the ways in which we judge, evaluate and act, with the aim of making
 ourselves wiser.
iii)  formulate and raise philosophic questions that may put you on the road to self-examination resulting in 
            your seeking ways to develop your own potential.

Moreover, in this course, you will examine influential philosophical issues that shed light on the nature of human selfhood. This course is part of the General Education program and satisfies the Humanities perspective of the “Self-Understanding” area of the General Education Requirement. The stated purpose of MSU’s general education program: “The aim of general education at Missouri State University is to develop people capable of making choices that lead to thoughtful, creative, and productive lives and to responsible participation in society.”  Specific stated goals of general education which this class will help you with:  (You should) be able to formulate questions; be able to make generalizations (skillfully and correctly); be open-minded; be able to write and speak with clarity and precision for diverse audiences; and, be conscious of [your] own thinking processes, including the cultural and social contexts of that thinking. Have the skills and motivation to continue learning after leaving the university.  (For more information about the general education program, see 
http://www.missouristate.edu/General Education/Goals %20—GenEd. htm.)

Text: Robert Paul Wolff, About Philosophy, (Eleventh Edition), New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Examinations: There will be a mid-term examination and a final examination.  Each will be of the essay form.  The final examination, based on the assigned materials, will be comprehensive. Brief quizzes or other assignments might also be given. Your mid-term examination will be due during midterm time, as indicated in the University calendar. Your final examination will be due during finals time, as indicated the University calendar. However, if I decide to give you a take-home examination, either mid-term or final, I will announce in adequate time when the take-home will be given out and its due date.

Make-ups: If you miss an examination or quiz, you will be allowed to take it at another time, only if your reason for missing it were based on circumstances largely beyond your control, such as death in the immediate family; or, you (or someone in your immediate family) were hospitalized on the basis of emergency some hours prior to the examination. 


Paper: A paper at least seven (7) typed–written pages in length is required. Suggested topics will be provided later in the course. The evaluation of your paper will be based largely on how well you demonstrated mastery of the subject on which you attempted to write, and on the strength of the argument(s) by which you present your views, with balanced claims. Also much weight will be placed on the critical skills you exhibit in presenting your views. The paper will be due before or during the week of the final examination.

Grades: The mid-term examination will constitute 25% of your total grade; and the final examination will constitute 30% of your total grade. The paper will be the basis of 35% of your total grade. Your class participation will be assigned a 10% weight of your total grade.  All works will be graded on the following scale:  A: 90%; B: 80%; C: 70% and D: 60%.

Participation: This will be accessed through (unannounced) quizzes, writing assignments, and quality of comments in class. 

Reading Assignments:

Week 1			Chapter 1:  What is Philosophy?


Week 2				“	“


Week 3 			Chapter 2: Theory of Knowledge


Week 4		“	“


Week ---5			Chapter 3: Metaphysics and Philosophy of Mind	


Week 6	Movie, Waking Life (or a movie students recommend)


Week 7	Chapter 4: Philosophy of Science


Week 8	Mid-term exam, & Philosophy of Science, cont.


Week 9			Chapter 5: Ethical Theory			


Week 10				“	“	


Week 11			Chapter 6: Social and Political Philosophy


Week 12				“	“

Week 13			Chapter 7: Philosophy of Art
	 	

Week 14				“	“	


Week 15			Chapter 8: Philosophy of Religion

					
Week 16				“	“	


Week 17			 Final Exam


Nondiscrimination:
Missouri State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution, and maintains a grievance procedure available to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against. At all times, it is your right to address inquiries or concerns about possible discrimination to the Office of Equity and Diversity, (417) 836-4252. Other types of concerns (i.e., concerns of academic nature) should be discussed directly with your instructor and can also be brought to the attention of your instructor’s Department Head. 

Disability accommodation:  
To request accommodations for disability, contact the Director of Disability Services, Plaster Student Union, Suite 405, (417) 836-4192 or (417) 836-6792 (TTY), (http://www.missouristate.edu/disibility.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to Disability Services prior to receiving accommodations. Disability Services refers some types of accommodation requests to the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, which also provides diagnostic testing for learning and psychological disability. For information about testing, contact the Director of the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, (417) 836-4787, http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc.

Academic dishonesty:
Missouri State University is a community of scholars committed to developing educated persons who accept the responsibility to practice personal and academic integrity. You are responsible for knowing and following the University’s student honor code, Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures available at http://www.missouristate.edu/provost/3935.htm and also available at the Reserves Desk in Meyer Library. Any student participating in any form of academic dishonesty will be subject to sanctions as described in this policy.

Dropping a class:
If you stop attending this class but do not follow proper procedure for dropping the class, you will receive a failing grade and will also be financially obligated.  To drop a class anytime after the first week, you must turn in a drop slip at an authorized registration center.





