PHI 110  sec. 2  MWF 10:45  Strong 201				Ralph Shain
PHI 110  sec. 3  MWF 11:50  Strong 300				Office:  Strong 340
							Office hours:  M 3-5 pm, T 1-4 pm

“In philosophy, there is no shallow end of the pool.”
P.F. Strawson

Introduction to Philosophy

This is a survey class.  The purpose is to introduce you to some of the standard problems, disputes, and approaches in philosophy.  Philosophy is a very old endeavor, going back at least 2500 years.  However, in philosophy, everything is contested.  There is no consensus on anything—not on how to solve its problems, but also not on how to approach these problems or even what counts as a legitimate problem.  This makes it very difficult to design an introduction!  First, consider the role this course is to play in MSU’s general education curriculum:

General Education:
In this course, you will examine influential philosophical issues that shed light on the nature of human selfhood.  This course is part of the General Education program and satisfies the Humanities perspective of the “Self-Understanding” area of the General Education Requirement.  The stated purpose of MSU’s general education program:  “The aim of general education at Missouri State University is to develop people capable of making choices that lead to thoughtful, creative, and productive lives and to responsible participation in society.”  Specific stated goals of general education which this class will help you with:  (You should) Be able to formulate questions.  Be able to make generalizations (skillfully and correctly).  Be open-minded.  Be able to write and speak with clarity and precision for diverse audiences.  Be conscious of [your] own thinking processes, including the cultural and social contexts of that thinking.  Have the skills and motivation to continue learning after leaving the university.  (For more information about the general education program, see http://www.missouristate.edu/GeneralEducation/Goals%20_GenEd.htm.)  

In addition to the program’s stated goals, I would add that college is the place where you learn to read hard books.  This course will help you with those skills.

General Outline of Topics:
1.  Introduction (August 22, 24)
2.  Knowledge (August 26-Sept. 14)
	Exam 1    September 16
3.  Metaphysics 1:  God (Sept. 19-October 3)
	Exam 2    October 5
4.  Metaphysics 2:  Reality (Oct. 7-Oct. 24)
5.  Morality (Oct. 26-Nov. 11)
	Exam 3 (optional)  November 14
6.  Society and Technology (Nov. 16-Dec. 5)
	Final Exam (section 2)  December 12
	Final Exam (section 3)  December 14

A detailed schedule of readings will be found at the end of the syllabus.

How to approach this class:
Think of philosophy as a large-scale, wide-ranging discussion carried on over many centuries.  This class provides an opportunity for you to take part in the discussion.  Taking part in a discussion requires that you pay attention to and understand the views of other participants.  These other participants are the writers I have selected for the syllabus.  Although the page count is not high for this class, the readings are difficult and you will most likely have to read them several times.  You will have to become intimately involved with the texts in this course.  This is not done for its own sake, but is simply a condition for you to engage in philosophical discussion.

Watchword #1:  Read.  Re-read.  Re-reread.  Repeat as necessary.
Watchword #2:  You are responsible for your own ideas.

By the latter, I mean that you will need to actively engage the ideas presented in class and assigned texts throughout the semester, and not merely try to think up ideas for your essays on the exams.  Explanation and support for your ideas will require that you address the points made in the texts and/or class in your discussion.  If you come up with an idea after you’ve read the text, you may not remember that your idea was addressed in the text.  The two watchwords are intimately related.  When you re-read after you’ve thought about the text, you are engaging in a kind of dialogue with the text.

Philosophy is not merely an exchange of ideas, but an attempt to justify one’s views through the giving of reasons.  In class discussion and on the exams, you will be expected to provide reasons for your views.  (Class discussion differs from an exam in this regard:  it’s perfectly ok to try out ideas in discussion in order to see what others say about them, but sooner or later one is expected to justify one’s views with reasons.)  Given the long time frame in which philosophy operates, depending on the situation, it may not be cause for alarm if it should turn out that you put forward views which you cannot support with reasons.  It may merely mean that you need to spend more time thinking about those views.  However, it is expected that one will be honest about the fact that one cannot justify a particular view with reasons.  

Readings:
Most of the readings will be found on Blackboard.  A few will be found on the web.  You will need to print  all of these.  The cost of printing Blackboard and web readings will be a significant percentage of the cost of this course.

Three short books are also required for this course.  These books are:
Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy (Hackett)
Hume, Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (Hackett)
McLuhan, The Medium is the Massage
These books should be available for purchase at the MSU bookstore.

These may be supplemented by short news, magazine, or web articles which are added during the semester.  I may also ask you to research some topics via the web.

You must bring the texts under discussion to class.  This is a course requirement.  

Grading:  
The assignments will consist of midterm exams, quizzes and a final exam.  

The standard grading option will consist of two midterm exams (20% each), quizzes (20%), and the final exam (40%).  

An additional optional midterm will be offered (exam #3).  Students may take this exam in order to either (a) substitute the grade for the lowest of their grades on exam 1 or 2, or (b) take the short version of the final, which will count only 20%.  PLEASE NOTE:  If you take exam #3, it must count.  AND Exam #3 is scheduled after the deadline for withdrawing from the class.

Exam #1 will consist of short answer questions.  The remaining exams will consist of short answer questions and essay questions.  

A quiz will be given each Monday at the beginning of class.  Each quiz will have 3 short answer questions covering the readings for that day and the previous week.  Getting 2 of these questions correct will be a pass.  Passing eight quizzes will earn a 100% (50 points) on that portion of the grade.  Passing seven quizzes earns a 70%.  No credit is earned if fewer than seven quizzes are passed.  

You must bring 3 blue books by the second week of classes.  Do NOT write your name on the blue books.  This is a course requirement.   Failure to bring the blue books by Sept. 2 will result in an appropriate grade penalty (10 point drop on exam 1). 

Exams:
Each exam will consist (half) of short answer questions and (half) an essay question.  Exams will not be comprehensive.  The grading scale will be as follows:
A  43-50
B  38-42
C  34-37
D  30-33
F    0-29
I will use +/- grading.  The highest point on the scale will have  +, the lowest will have -.  (According to the university rule, no D- or A+ can be assigned.)

Make-up Exams:
Make-up exams will only be given if you have a good reason for missing the exam, and you MUST let me know prior to the exam that you will be missing it in order to be given a make-up.  (An e-mail sent or phone message left just before the exam is sufficient.)  Quizzes on Mondays later in the semester will count as make-ups for missed quizzes.

Attendance:
In line with university policy, you are expected to attend class, arriving prior to the start time and staying until the end.  The quizzes are designed to serve as an attendance policy.

Coming in late is extremely disruptive of the learning environment.  While it may not be of great significance if one person came in late one time, if several students come in late—each at a slightly different time—every single class period.  Given the size of the class, it is important for everyone to arrive on time!  If too many students arrive late, I will institute a formal attendance policy.



What to do if you miss class:
If you miss class, keep up with the readings as listed on the reading schedule.  Pay special attention to those readings discussed in the class session missed.  If you know someone else in class, ask them to fill you in on what we discussed and to let you look at their lecture notes.  When you return to class, come to see me during my office hours to discuss any questions you have about the readings or topics covered.

Miscellaneous Rules:
No recording of lecture or class discussion.  If you think this will be a hardship for you, please talk to me about it.  No note-taking on computers.

No wearing of earphones or headsets, or listening to mp3 players in class or during exams.  No reading of extraneous texts in class or sleeping in class.  This is disruptive of the class.  (If you have a secure enough understanding of the course such that you can engage in this behavior, you are expected to participate in discussion in order to help the other students.)

Office Hours: 
My office is in the philosophy department in Strong Hall, Room 340.  My office hours will be Monday 3-5 and Tuesday from 1-4.  I will be in my office during the specified times;  you do not need an appointment to see me during my office hours.  I encourage you to come see me.  
If you wish to talk to me at other times, we can schedule an appointment.  I will not have office hours during university holidays or final exam week.

Contacting Me:
The best way to contact me is to talk to me in the classroom just after class ends, or to see me in my office during office hours.  You may also contact me by leaving a note in my mailbox in the philosophy department office (same office as political science dept., Strong Hall 3rd floor), or by phone at 836-5735 (my office) or 836-5650 (department office).  My e-mail address is rshain@missouristate.edu.  Feel free to contact me by e-mail, but you should know that I do not have web access at home, so e-mail messages will not reach me any more quickly than other messages.  

__________________________________________________________________
University Policies and Statements:
Academic Integrity:
Missouri State University is a community of scholars committed to developing educated persons who accept the responsibility to practice personal and academic integrity.  You are responsible for knowing and following the university’s Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures, available at www.missouristate.edu/policy/academicintegritystudents.htm.  You are also responsible for understanding and following any additional academic integrity policies specific to this class (as outlined by the instructor).  Any student participating in any form of academic dishonesty will be subject to sanctions as described in this policy.   If you are accused of violating this policy and are in the appeals process, you should continue participating in the class. 
 
Dropping a Class:
It is your responsibility to understand the University’s procedure for dropping a class.  If you stop attending this class but do not follow proper procedure for dropping the class, you will receive a failing grade and will also be financially obligated to pay for the class.  For information about dropping a class or withdrawing from the university, contact the Office of the Registrar at 836-5520.

Nondiscrimination:
Missouri State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution, and maintains a grievance procedure available to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against.  At all times, it is your right to address inquiries or concerns about possible discrimination to the Office for Equity and Diversity, Park Central Office Building, 117 park Central Square, Suite 111, (417) 836-4252.  Other types of concerns (i.e., concerns of an academic nature) should be discussed directly with your instructor and can also be brought to the attention of your instructor’s Department Head.  Please visit the OED website at www.missouristate.edu/equity/.

Disability Accommodation:
To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact the Director of Disability Services, Plaster Student Union, Suite 405, (417) 836-4192 or (417) 836-6792 (TTY), www.missouristate.edu/disability.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to Disability Services prior to receiving accommodations.  Disability Services refers some types of accommodation requests to the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, which also provides diagnostic testing for learning and psychological disabilities.  For information about testing, contact the Director of the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, (417) 836-4787, http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc.
Cell Phone Policy 
As a member of the learning community, each student has a responsibility to other students who are members of the community.  When cell phones or pagers ring and students respond in class or leave class to respond, it disrupts the class.  Therefore, the Office of the Provost prohibits the use by students of cell phones, pagers, PDAs, or similar communication devices during scheduled classes.  All such devices must be turned off or put in a silent (vibrate) mode and ordinarily should not be taken out during class.  Given the fact that these same communication devices are an integral part of the University’s emergency notification system, an exception to this policy would occur when numerous devices activate simultaneously.  When this occurs, students may consult their devices to determine if a university emergency exists.  If that is not the case, the devices should be immediately returned to silent mode and put away.  Other exceptions to this policy may be granted at the discretion of the instructor. 
MSU Class Disruption Policy  (www.missouristate.edu/registrar/classdis.html):
The course instructor has original jurisdiction over his/her class and may deny a student who is unduly disruptive the right to attend the class. Students are expected to master the course content in compliance with the syllabus of the course instructor. The student is expected to comply with all reasonable directives of the course instructor. The course instructor may have a student administratively withdrawn from a course upon showing of good cause and with the concurrence of the department head. The appeals process in case of such administrative withdrawal shall be as stated in the academic regulations under “Grade Re-evaluation Based on Performance.” 


Tentative Reading Schedule:

Aug. 26 Plato, Apology

I.  Knowledge
Aug. 29 Plato, Divided Line // Aug. 31  Plato, Cave // Sept. 2  Descartes, Meditation 1
Sept. 7  Descartes, Meditation 2 // Sept. 9  Hume pp. 9-20 
Sept. 9  Quine  //  Sept. 14  Veyne; web article //  Sept. 16 exam 1

II.  Metaphysics 1: God
Sept. 19 Plato, Euthryphro // Sept. 21  Anselm, Descartes, Meditation 5 // Sept. 23 Descartes, Med. 4
Sept. 26  Paley, Ewing on Design // Sept. 28 Hume on Design // Sept. 30  Hume on miracles (Chap. 10)
October 3 articles TBA; review // October 5  exam 2 

III.  Metaphysics 2:  Reality (Topics:  Forms, Time, Causation, Mind/Body, Determinism)
Oct. 7  Plato, Divided Line (review);  Augustine on time
Oct. 10  Wittgenstein, Blue Book, pp. 1-29 // October 12  Hume, pp. 20-53
Oct. 17  Quine on induction // Oct. 19 Descartes (review); Nagel // Oct. 21 Smart on mind/brain
Oct. 24  Aristotle on determinism

IV.  Morality
Oct. 26  Plato,Republic, book 1 // Oct. 28 Kant
Oct. 31 Kant (continued) // Nov. 2 Bentham // Nov. 4 Mill 
Nov. 7  Gass, “The Test of Time”  // Nov. 9  Noddings, Caring // Nov. 11 Benedict, Relativism
Nov. 14  exam 3

V.  Society and Technology
Nov. 16  Plato on democracy;  Rawls  // Nov. 18  Carens on immigration
Nov. 21  Economy 1 (2 web articles)
Nov. 28  Schumacher, “Buddhist Economics” // Nov. 30 Scruton on culture // Dec. 2  Gracyk on culture
Dec. 5  McLuhan, The Medium is the Massage
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