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Navigating OLAP Cubes with Argos 

Logging into Argos 
 
In Internet Explorer, go to: http://argos.missouristate.edu:8080/argos/   (Argos does not work with Firefox or Safari 
browsers.) bƻǘŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ άaȅ ²ƻǊƪέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ϧ {ǘŀŦŦ ǇŀƎŜΦ 
 
Log in with your private ID and password (the same one you use to log on to your computer). 
 

 
 

Navigate to the Student CƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ {ǘŜǇ tƭƴΦέ  9ȄǇŀƴŘ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
plus sign next to the folder.  Expand until you see the Highlight (single left mouse click) the set of data you want to view: 
Either Student_Main or Course_MaƛƴΦ  /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǇŀƴŜƭ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά9ȄŜŎǳǘŜέ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ 
This example uses Student_Main selection (Student Index report). 
 

 
 

http://argos.missouristate.edu:8080/argos/
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Navigating around the cubes 
hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά9ȄŜŎǳǘŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ brought to an index similar to the one displayed 
in the next screen shot. 
 

 

This will be your jump-off page for all the data tables available for these data.  Each of the buttons on this index will 
generate a data table with the information indicated in the description.   
 
For this example we will select the Diversity of New Students option on the left (semester-to-semester comparisons).    
Clicking this button will bring you to the data table screen.  Follow step one at the top of the screen and select the time 
period(s) to populate the table with data.  For this example three years of Fall data (2008, 2007, and 2006) are selected.  
Remember to take note of step twoτpatience, patience, patience. 
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Navigation of preset parameters 
 
Once the data table is populated you can start navigating around the data cube (table).  Take a moment to get to know 
the information that is available to you. 
 
The green plus/minus signs drive the drill-down functions.  If you click on a green plus the section will expand to the next 
level down. If you click on a green minus sign the section will roll-up one level. 
 
The gray buttons/bars along the top of the table are the column headers.  In this example, Year_Term and 
Ethnicity_Race are the two available fields.    
 
The gray buttons/bars along the left side of the table are the row labels.  In this example, Mjr_Col, Department, and 
New_Stdt_Type 
 

 
 

To expand the rows down two levels, click on the plus sign in the cell that contains AL and also on the plus sign in the cell 
that contains AR.  To also display the Ethnicity-Race categories, click on the plus sign in the cell that contains 2006 FA.  
The table will expand to look like this: 
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To change the column width point your mouse to any vertical line.  When the mouse pointer changes to two bars with 
arrows, press and hold the left mouse button and drag the line left or right.  Dragging to the left will reduce the width of 
the column; dragging to the right will increase the width of the column. In this configuration, the information is 
displaying the number of students within each Ethnicity-Race category for the various new student groups in Fall 2006.   
 

Reconfigure the Output 
 
To change the order in which the data is presented, direct the mouse over the dimension you want to move.  Press and 
hold the left mouse button and drag the dimension to the new location.  For example, to compare each Ethnicity-Race 
group across the three fall semesters, direct your mouse over the Ethnicity_Race gray button.  Press and hold the left 
mouse button and drag the Ethnicity_Race bar to the left.  Re-expand your data to view the new configuration. 
 
Examples of the two different views: 

Ordered by Mjr_Col Department New_Stdt_type 
 

 
 

The same data ordered by Mjr_Col  New_Stdt_type Department 
(Department and New_Stdt_type are switched.) 
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You can do the same thing with the row categories.  For example, you might want to view the new student groups by 
college rather than by department.  Drag the New_Stdt_type bar up under Mjr_Col. 
In this configuration, College of Major (mjr_col) information is available by clicking on the green plus sign next to any 
student group. 
 
Examples of the two different views: 

Ordered by Ethnicity_Race Year_Term 
 

 
 

The same data ordered by Year_TermEthnicity_Race 
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Filter Output Using Whole Categories 
 
²ƘƻƭŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƛƭǘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 5ƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎέ Ǌƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ 
store the filtered category(ies).  To filter an entire category, place the mouse pointer over the category you wish to filter.  
Press and hold the left mouse button and drag the category to the Available Dimensions row.  For example, to filter out 
Department of Major, place the mouse over the Department button.  Press and hold the left mouse button and drag the 
Department button to the Available Dimensions row.  Re-expand the AL category.  Note the output contains the same 
information as it did in the previous example, but the plus sign within each student group is absentτillustrating there is 
no additional information to display below that level. 
 

 
 

Drag the category back to any location in the column or row areas to add the category back to the display. 
 

Filter Output Within a Category 
 
To limit the amount of information displayed within a category, click on the drop down arrow associated with the 
dimension of interest.  Click on the arrow on the Mjr_Col button. This will bring up a new window: 
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The first three icons along the bottom of the window will apply its function to all elements in the window.  A green check 
mark indicates the option will be displayed and the data will be visible.  The Blue X indicates the option will be displayed, 
but the data will be masked (not visible).  Totals will include masked data even though it is not displayed. The Red X 
indicates that both the option and the data will be filtered out (not displayed).  The default is a green check mark for all 
options. 
 
For example, to view only the number of new African American students in the college of Arts and Letters you would 
filter the options in the Ethnicity_Race and Mjr_Col fields.  
 
Click on the arrow on the Mjr_Col button, then click on the third icon from the left (piece of paper with a red X).  This 
will X-out all selections.  Now click once on the square next to the option you want to view (for this example click on the 
square next to AL).  
 
 

 
 

Click the big green check mark in the lower right corner of the window.  Repeat these steps for Ethnicity_Race.  All 
selections except ά.έ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜŘ ·Φ 
 
Expand your output by clicking on the green plus signs in the AL cell and the B cell.  If you want to know which 
departments have added new African American students, click on the plus sign next to any or all of the student type 
categories.  The next picture illustrates what this action will produce. 
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The icons along the bottom of the Dimension editor window are useful if you 
want to filter out most of the options.  If, on the other hand, you want to 
view most of the options and filter out only a few then you would manually X-
out the options to filter.  To do this, click on the square next to the option you 
wish to filter.  This changes the green check mark to a Blue X.  Click on the 
square again to change the Blue X to a Red X.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


