Missoijri
State.

UNIVERSITY

Happy holidays from Modern and Classical Languages and welcome to our yearly newslet-
ter which comes out a little later this year so you have a lot of time to read it (right after you
come home from shopping).

We are finishing up an exciting year under our new Dean, Dr. Carey Adams, whose leader-
ship abilites and wonderful sense of humor have made each week special--with Halloween
being the crowning event when he showed up in a gori lla suit and entertained evenjbody, from
staff and facuity to the president.

MCL continues to move forward in varying the foreig n language experiences we offer, be
it abroad or in the classroom: Our latest initiativ e to offer a free Spanish class to MSU facuity
and staff has been hugely successful and we are planing to do the same thing with Chinese in
Spring 2008. We now have a full-time Chinese faculty on staff, Ms. Weirong Yan-Schaefer,
and our visiting faculty member from Qingdao Univer sity is Dr. Ling Tian, who in addition to
teaching Chinese language and Culture, is offering the MSU and Springfield community short
monthly workshops on some interesting aspects of China (check our website). Arabic is going
strongly and we are lucky to be able to continue our Fulbright Language Teacher Program:
this year's teacher, Ms. Lina Benabdallah. She has been aggt addition to our department and
is providing our students with a unique cultural ex perience. The brand-new Global Studies
Major (which includes a large foreign language comp onent) has already 20 majors and the very
first introductory course, GLB 250, will be taught by Dr. Jos eph Hughes, who will put to good
use his passion for “superpowers”.

January 3, 2008

We continue to be successful in growing our language offerings and students seem to con-
sider more often how important it is to know a fore ign language to have an inspiring career.
Our motivated students are the reason we would love to offer more “funded’ opportunities
abroad so evenybody can take advantage of the incralible opportunities MSU (through Study
Abroad) and MCL have to offer (Ecuador, Chile, Quebec, Guatemala, Spain and Mexico).

| strongly believe that students need to learn a foreign language and need to go abroad:
! two weeks, a month, a year... it doesn't matter. Once you have done it, you will want to do it
! again and it will enrich your forever... and with this , | wish you a wonderful 2008. Please
#o$ % drop by for a cheerful bonjour, ciao, salud, hallo, zdravstwite, khaire, salve, oi, velkommen,
& % ahlan wa sahlan, benvenuto, irashaimasu, ongi etorr, foon ying, mabuhay, ukenereri,aloha mai,
swaagatam, khosh keldiniz, failte, beinvido, benvingut, b ienvenido or willkommen.
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| wes fortunate enough to be
anarded a new scholarship from
Missouri State University that al-
lowed me to spend a month in Gua-
temala studying Spanish and work-
ing a an under-funded elementary
school. | went not knowing much
at all about Guatemala, thinking that
all Central American countries were
the same; this is, of course, not true.
Guatemala has a very rich culture
with about 23 different ethnic
groups and about 26 different lan-
guages. This is the land were the
Mayan Civilization once flourished,
and equality between men and
women was implicit.

When | got to the airport, | waited
for the driver who would take me to
the city where | was to live and
study. All 1 had to go by was a little
picture of Marvin, the driver, and |
knew that he would be driving a
blue Toyota. Of course, there were
hundreds of people by the gate wait-
ing for their friends and family to
arrive from the United States. So, |
stood around for a bit; telling cab-
bies and others trying to help with
my bags “No gracias.” | started
looking for a blue Toyota and ask-
ing people in my broken Spanish
“Are you Manin?” Of course, the
answer that | got was “No.” Even-
tually 1 dd mind Manin, we
laughed later, because he told me
that he had been doing the same
thing on the other side of the huge
crond. When | got into the car, |
redized that Manvin didn't really
speak any English, so | struggled to
make conversation. But | soon real-
ized that this is what made the
GuateSpanish Language School so
different...it was total Spanish im-
mersion. At many schools students
speak more English than Spanish,
but this school is small and there are

not very many students. You either
speak Spanish, or don't speak at all.

| stayed with two different families,
each for two weeks. The first family,
the Morales family, was a fairly typi-
ca Guatemalan family, there were
ten people lving in the

While | was in Guatemala, | had op-
portunity to work at an elementary
school. The most meaningful part of
my trip was getting to help out at this
school in a little town called Chiqui-
laja. | worked in a two-room school

house with 54 students.

house, other than myself. Grades 1 and 2 were in one
The grandfather sold natural | | worked | classroom and  grades  3-6
gas from a small garage, and in 2 two- were in another. By Guate-
the grandmother took care malan law, the school needs
of the chores. Their threg room about 10 more students to
sons also lived in the house. school keep both teachers, so my
Two of the sons were mar- house Spanish school wes paying the
ried, and each had two chil- . other teacher. The school
dren; one son wes single. with 54 | had a dirt floor, and the build-
The rooms werent con- students. |ing itseff was made from
nected like they are here, but Grades 1 |"vsted auminum, old ply-
rather, to get to another d2 wood, and had tom plastic
room you would go outside an sheets for windows...of
where the cars were parked were in course there was no running
in a sort of “garage open to one class |veter for _baJ’throoms. The
the sky” Of course, it children dion't have many

. o room and i Th ies that
rained there every night. So, Supplies.  The  supplies
in the midde of the night | grades 3-  they did have, had ether been
had to dodge the rain to go 6 werein [Puchased by the teachers
to the bathroom. This is another. | from their own salaries or
also where the family hung other volunteers. Most of the
their laundry. They didn't time, there was one workbook

have a washer or a dryer, so they
washed all of their clothes in a giant
sink. Marvin told me that almost
evenone has cars, but you can tell
that someone is really well-off if they
have a washer or dryer. The second
family | stayed with was pretty well-
off. | believe they did have a washer,
but not a dryer. Two of their chil-
dren were married, but did not live
in the house. However, their two
younger daughters were school-aged
and lived there. This family hosted
quite a few students, so they had a
whole wing (separated by a garden)
for students. So | went from sharing
one bathroom with ten other people,
to having my own private bathroom.

per grade that one student
woud have to read so the others
could copy. The average family size
in one of these small towns is about
eight children, and workers on farms
usually make about $2 a day. These
kids are lucky to make it to the sixth
grade, because their families often
need them to work so that the family
can eat. Few, if any of these kids will
go on to high school (in fact, there
was only one girl in 6t grade), and
college is definitely not an option. |
wes told that it's pretty typical for a
girl to get married at age 13 or 14.
With this being said, you can imagine
how tight money must be and how
desperate we would be in the same
situation. But these kids did not



seem discouraged at all; they were
welcoming and some of the happiest
kids that |1 had ever met. They took
me in, despite my broken Spanish
early on; they taught me to play soc-
cer, of course, and dealt with my
poor pronunciation of Spanish words

as | tried to teach English class; | was

went down by the river to play a little
soccer (of course), and Letty (the volun-
teer coordinator at the GuateSpanish
School) bought the kids some “Coke”
and Styrofoam cups. When the children
had finished their drinks, they threw the
cups on the ground and into the river.
When | tried to pick up the trash, they

amounts every single day. It was
amazing how much difference
there was between when | got
there and when | left. Within just a
few days | could hold a conversa-
tion in Spanish. By the time | was
done, | could understand just
about anything that was said to me.

the English teacher. Of
course, as my Spanish grew
more fluent, we all got along

even better. With rare ex-
ception, the kids were very
nice to each other and even
the boys would hold hands

as they walked down the dirt

path to the school. One day
one of the kids bought me a

| learned a lot about
what it is like to live
in a less fortunate
country. | also got to
see my Spanish im
prove tremendous

took it out of my hands
and threw it on the
ground. Letty could see
that | didnt find this
game very amusing, SO
we decided to organize
an Environmental Day in
Chiquilaja.  The Thurs-
day before | left, we drew
posters of a

| made life-long friends with the
people at both schools, and Guate-
mala will aways have a specia
place in my heart. | just hope that
| can do something to continue to
help those students in Chiquilaja. |
am very grateful to Missouri State
for giving me this opportunity.

amounts every single
day. It was amazing
how much difference

clean commu
nity and dis-
cussed the

Popsicle from a little store
that some ladies set up at the
school. On the last day, they

threw me a party complete | here was between |Penefits  of
with balloons. They had all disposing  of
drawn my pictures and had | When Igotthere and |y aqh  yroperly.
even chipped in to get me a| when I left. Within | Then on Fri-
present. .. deodorant! just a few days I could day, using trash
h .. 'bags and make-
old a conversation in| _
o . shift  gloves
The first time that | went to Spanish. that | had pur-

Chiquilaja, 1 was astounded
by the lush, gorgeous moun-
tains that surrounded the modest
town. But, one of the things that |
quickly noticed was the excessive
amount of trash that flooded the dirt

roads. The problem is that the peo-
ple can afford to buy products like

“Coke-a-Cola’ every once in a while,

but they cannot afford a trash ser-
vice. The official depository for Chi-

quilaja is off the side of a mountain
into a valley in the middle of town.

However, most people just throwthe

trash on the ground. The problem is
education. The parents do it, and
then the kids do it. When the par-
ents were younger there were not all
of these products being rushed into
the developing country. One day we

chased, we picked up
trash and put up the posters around the
community.  Of course, we had to
throw the trash off of the mountain, but
it was a step in the right direction. This
is one of my favorite memories from
my trip, and it reminds me that each ¥
one of us can help to make a difference.
When | left Chiquilaja for the last time,
| left thinking that maybe one of those
kids could grow up to change the eco-
nomic and environmental situation in
Chiquilaja or Guatemala. | hope that |
was right.

This was a great experience for me. |
learned a lot about what it is like to live
in a less fortunate country. | also got to
see my Spanish improve tremendous
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Reflecting the growing importance of the
Asia in the global economy, course enroll-
ments at Missouri State University in the two
major Asian languages (Chinese and Japa-
nese) have been growing steadily during re-
cent years. The combined enrollment of
Chinese and Japanese at MSU has reached an
all time high of about 120 students this se-
mester. The largest portion of this increase
has been in the Chinese enroliment, which
has nearly doubled since Fall 2004. Courses
such as Business Chinese have been recently
added to the curriculum in an effort to meet
this growing demand for Asian language
courses.

To enhance the awareness and significance
of the Asian studies at MSU, the Modern &
Classical Language Department has initiated
a series of monthly Chinese workshops, be-
ginning this Fall semester through next
Spring semester. These workshops cover a
wide range of topics on China, including po-
litical, economic, cuftural, religious, educa-
tional and social issues. On October 1, Dr.
Dennis Hickey from the Political Science
Department led off the series with his talk
on China’s Relations with the US and Tai-
wan. Weirong Yan Schaefer will gve the
next talk on November 12. She will discuss
the Chinese Perspectives toward Capitalism
and Communism. The remaining series of
workshops will be led by Dr. Ling Tian, our
visiting assistant professor from Qingdao
University. She is going to talk about Chi-
nese religious issues, family structure, social
challenges and educational system transfor-
mations in the past two decades.

-Weirong Yan Schaefer
Arts and Letters Asian Coordinator

Ling Tian is the visiting professor from Qingdao
University, China. She considers it an honor to
be selected as a teacher to teach Chinese and Chi-
nese cuiture at MSU.

She is deeply impressed by the students’ eagerness
to learn Chinese and to understand the country
and its people. “They are warm, open and curi-
ous about Chinese culture. | love my students
and | will teach to the best of my ability to help
them. My department head and colleagues are all
nice to me. It's very pleasant to work with them.

| love to teach in MSU and | do enjoyit. What an
exciting experience”.

Ling's husband is an Associate Professor in com-
puter technology at Qingdao University. Her son
is ten years old. When Ling isn't teaching, she
likes to read and listen to music.
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a new film by susanne bier

R e AFTER THE WEIIING

champagne is pnmd Secrets are spilled.
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ITALIAN CLUB by Madeleine Kernen.

This past summer several community members and MSU faculty and staff inquired about a non-traditional  way to learn Ital-

ian. | decided to give it a try and we met once a week in a location that had coffee and snacks (likePanera) where we could
learn Italian in a relaxed setting. It worked so we |l that the group decided to keep going this fall, and we continued our meet-

ings first weekly, then every two weeks because of scheduling conflicts. |1 had anywhere from 6-12 participants. The good
part was that nobody felt stressed that if they could only show up occasionally or hadn't “studied’ (ther e was no homework),

that they would have to stop coming. No, it truly didn't matte r since the goal of this get-together was to have fun and learna
language at the same time.

It is thanks to this experience that the department
was emboldened to try a similar concept with Span
ish this past fall, and will start such an initiative with
Chinese in the spring. At the end of the semesterl
typically invite the students who attended either
my regular Italian class or the informal club
meetings to an Italian dinner for which evenjbody
brings an Italian specialty. We celebrated Monday,
17 December, with Spaghetti carbonara, spaghetti a |
pesto, frittata, tiramisu, Chianti and Valpolicella.

As far as the atemative Spanish class we startedthe
class invited Luis Lombilla and Pedro Koo to a won
derfu Mexican meal at la Hacienda. You can say that
food and drink is never very far from our thoughts.

Have a wonderful 2008!
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