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DEPARTMENT OF 

MODERN AND  

CLASSICAL LANGUAGES  

Fall 2009 

Dr. Madeleine Hooper, 

Department Head 

In August, 2009, the  

MCL Department  

(Room 223) and  

English Department  

(Room 215) 

relocated to Siceluff Hall.  

We are very excited to 

have technology in every 

classroom to better serve 

our students. 

Stop by for a visit! 

This has been another successful year for MCL faculty and I canõt emphasize enough 

how proud I am when I see how supportive they are of each other, the department, 

and the university. It is a privilege to work with this dedicated group of people, so 

check out who got a state-wide award and how students honored one of our out-

standing faculty members. In addition to our traditional programs, we continue to 

strongly support two very successful interdisciplinary programs, Antiquities and 

Global Studies, and both include a strong language component. We participate in 

many cultural activities on campus, showing films, giving talks, and visiting high schools. 

We particularly enjoyed hosting the Ozark foreign language conference this past 

March to network and stay in touch with language teachers in the area. 

 
It is always a thrill to read about our students who went abroad and come back ex-

cited and dedicated to further cultural competencies. This is the essence of our de-

partment: learn about another culture, expand your world view, stretch your universe 

and find new opportunities. Lately, with foreign languages under attack in many areas 

because of  budget cuts, supporters of learning a foreign language have stepped for-

ward and clearly show how it improves your life and increases your chanced to find a 

satisfying job. As one of our alums, I hope you are ready to support this cause and if 

you need good arguments, you can find them on our website. 

 
I wish you a great year and if you are on campus, please drop by so we can show off 

Siceluff. On a personal note, I did get married 3 July 2009 and have changed my name 

from Kernen to Hooper. 

 

A bient¹t, jõesp¯re, 

Madeleine Hooper 

Bonjour à tous!  

This greeting comes from our brand-new facility, 

Siceluff Hall. Renovation of Siceluff Hall was finished this 

past August and we all had a lot of fun moving from Craig 

to our new building. The faculty offices are gorgeous with 

beautiful big windows and are located on the first floor. 

The departmental suite is on the second floor which we 

share with English. Our classrooms are state-of-the art 

which goes a long way in supporting and valuing our fac-

ultyõs teaching efforts. The hallways are student friendly 

and it is a pleasure to step out of our offices and see stu-

dents engaged in conversation or completing homework 

assignments. 
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College of Arts and Letters professor receives teaching award  
Dr. Pauline Nugent, Professor of Modern and Classical Languages at Missouri State University, was 

named a recipient of the 2009 Governorõs Award for Excellence in Teaching.  Gov. Jay Nixon and 

members of the Missouri Coordinating Board for Higher Education recognized Nugent and 14 oth-

ers last spring.  The awards, which are not monetary, are based on effective teaching, innovative 

course design and delivery, effective advising, service to the university community, commitment to 

high standards of excellence and success in nurturing student achievement.  Nugent teaches 

courses at all levels at Missouri State, primarily in Latin, Greek and Hebrew. Earlier, she taught 

Latin, French and German at the high school level, both in Europe and in the United States. She 

launched her teaching career in New Orleans, as a teenager, with a first grade class of 68 seven-

year-olds.  Her research interests focus on Patristics, the study of the Church Fathers, with special interest in St. 

Jerome and the early centuries of the Christian Church. Having written a dissertation entitled òJeromeõs Prologues to 

His Commentaries on the Prophets,ó she continues to explore that field of research, delivering papers at the Interna-

tional Conference on Patristic Studies at Oxford, UK, and currently writing a book titled òJeromeõs Commentary on 

Daniel.ó A second field of great interest is pedagogy, both ancient and modern, with special attention to the art of 

teaching.  Nugent received her masterõs and doctorate from the University of Texas at Austin. She also holds a B.A. 

from the University of the Incarnate Word. 

 

                                                                                                     

    Who is MSUõs òUltimate Professoró?  

    According to an online survey conducted by The Standard, itõs none other than our own Dr. Joseph 

    Hughes, Professor of Modern & Classical Languages! (He proudly wears a customized ball cap from          

    the department.)  

    

                                                                Congratulations to Dr. Pedro Koo  

                                                           Acquired US Citizenship, February, 2009 
                                                           (pictured right) 

 
   

     Congratulations to Mr. Luis Lombilla  

     Received his MA degree from the Universidad de Alcalá, summer 2009   

     
    

              

   

   

                                          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Mr. Elio Marcano, Graduate Assistant  
Hola! Ol! Hi! My name is Elio Marcano and I am an international student 

from Venezuela fluent in Spanish, Portuguese and English.   I came to this 

country in 2007 to study an MBA at Missouri State University and I am 

pursuing a MHAõs degree as well.  I am the Graduate Assistant at the 

Modern and Classical Languages Department since summer 2009.  I enjoy 

meeting people from around the world and I am interested in learning 

more languages which I can use when I travel to exciting places 

around the globe!   (pictured at right) 

 

20th Anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall  
Our German classes have been reading and discussing this all semester.  Dr. Judith Martin had a party for her students 

on Nov. 9th, the anniversary, and they watched footage from then and now ð the current celebrations in Berlin. 
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NEW FACES IN MODERN & CLASSICAL LANGUAGES FOR 2009 -2010 

 
 
DR. CORINNE SHIRLEY,  

CLASSICS INSTRUCTOR    
Corinne is teaching mythology, Roman history and Roman epic this 

semester.  Her hobbies are jogging, crosswords, and traveling.  

 

                     Pictured at right:  Greek Temple in the background 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR. HASSAN EL GARRAS,  

FULBRIGHT TEACHING SCHOLAR   

Mr. El Garras is teaching all levels of Arabic this semester. 

 
The moment I was rewarded the Fulbright Scholarship, I started getting ready for the big journey to the United States. 

I am so excited and proud to be here at Missouri State University to teach Arabic Language.  Of course I had a lot of 

questions in mind on the way to Springfield Missouri; these questions varied from food to etiquette to academics.  It 

was around midnight when I arrived to Springfield Airport.  Dr. Madeleine Kernen, head of the Department of Classical 

and Modern Languages, was there to give me a warm welcome and a ride to my new apartment. On our way, she 

kindly answered some of my questions I had in mind about the people, the city and the university life. 

 
During the first few weeks of my arrival, several things caught my attention. The students appeared more informal and 

casual. I realized later that the way they dress up does not reflect their personalities. In addition, the biggest and the 

most interesting challenge I have had is to get accustomed to the local food. Back home, 

we depend a great deal on bread, which is served in almost every meal. I believe getting 

used to the food is also part of the adaptation and integration into the local culture.  

 
What I enjoy most about this experience is sharing my culture. I always talk about the cul-

tural richness of Morocco--people, traditions, values, etiquette and so on. So far I have 

given four presentations about my country.  I am so glad that my students are excited and 

eager enough to learn Arabic and the culture of the Arab World.  Actually, seeing my stu-

dents so motivated has encouraged me to work more and do my best in the classroom.  

 
In addition, the Fulbright Assistantship is an enormous opportunity to sharpen my teaching 

skills. For me, teaching at a university level is somewhat new and I am sure it will be very 

fruitful and rewarding by the end of this program. Currently, I am having teaching training, 

GA/TA mentoring sessions, which MSU offers its teachers. Also, this experience is a good 

opportunity to improve my English proficiency. This wonderful experience will boost my 

future careerôs chances as a teacher of either Arabic or English. 

 

I am so lucky to be among the very helpful and energetic staff of the Department of Modern and Classical Languages 

and a faculty member of this great University. Missouri State University embodies a gathering of many different nation-

alities coming together to share their culture, life experiences and good ethics. Finally, I would like to thank MSU, the 

Fulbright Scholarship Board and the International Institute of Education for giving me this unforgettable opportunity 

that will shape my personality in a positive way.  
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(Continued)    NEW FACES IN MODERN & CLASSICAL LANGUAGES FOR 2009 -2010 
 

MR. LIEJUN TANG,  CHINESE INSTRUCTOR                                                                                                                                

Mr. Tang is the exchange faculty from Qingdao University, China, and teaches all levels of 

Chinese and culture.  His degree is in Linguistics.  He is very interested in International Re-

lations.  We have found Mr. Tang to be friendly, easy-going, helpful, cooperative, enthusias-

tic, creative and devoted to his work.  Mr. Tang enjoys jogging, swimming, shadow boxing 

and listening to music, when he is relaxing.          

                    

MS. ANTOINETTE AFRIYIE -AYIREBI,                                                                                                       

FRENCH TEACHING ASSISTANT     
Ms. Afriyie-Ayirebi teaches elementary French for the MCL department.  She has an under-

graduate degree in foreign languages from the University of Ghana, and masters degree in 

French Language Sciences from the University of Strasbourg, France.  While studying in 

France, she worked with the United Nations children Fund (UNICEF) which instilled a quest 

to know more in the field of international affairs.  While at MSU, she is pursuing her second 

masters degree in international relations.  Antoinette likes meeting new people with differ-

ent cultures and backgrounds.  She has a desire to bring new people into the development 

through language teaching and learning by combining her expertise in languages and politics 

through human relations.  

 

MR. FADI NAJEM,                                                                                                                                         

ARABIC PER COURSE                                                                                                                                          

Mr. Najem is teaching intermediate Arabic this semester . "Fadi is an audiology doctoral student 

at Missouri State University.  He worked as a graduate assistant in the communication sciences 

and disorders department for the last two academic years (2007-2009).  He has many honors 

including the following: honored six times during his undergraduate studies, nominated twice for 

the Outstanding Research Assistant at Missouri State University (2008, 2009), received a leader-

ship Award from Missouri Speech and Hearing Association (February-2009), and he also received 

two national awards; one in leadership and one in research from the American Speech and Hear-

ing Association (November-2009). Fadi is mainly interested in advanced technology and research.  

His hobbies include movie making and swimming."  

         

FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI  

Dr. Tonia Tinsley recently presented òLearning to Think Globally: Teaching Culture and Critical Thinking in World 

Languagesó at the Foreign Language Association of Missouri conference in Lake Ozark, MO. Other faculty from the 

department, including Drs. Madeleine (Kernen) Hooper, Judith Martin and Jason Jolley, and Mrs. Carol Lund, also par-

ticipated in the sessions on Oct. 23-25. The interest in this conference that MCL shows on a continuing basis is greatly 

appreciated by our teacher colleagues. Some MCL students also attend the conference, which allows them a window 

into the profession that they are preparing to enter. 

 
MCL 413 methods instructor, Carrol Lund was installed as FLAM President. She will serve in that capacity for the next 

two years. Dr. Jason Jolley, associate professor of Spanish, volunteered to serve as FLAM Region Seven Representative 

for the next two years. He will be responsible for sharing news and ideas from world-language teachers in our region 

of the state. FLAM is an organization for both K-12 and university level teachers. We are delighted to have his leader-

ship and his insights for the state organization. 
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STUDENT TEACHER, RACHEL SHUCK, SUBMITS SEMINAR PAPER  

 
In May, 2009, Rachel Shuck presented her seminar paper entitled òAn Investigation of Computer Assisted Language 

Learning in Selected Schools in Southwest Missourió to her graduate committee, thereby fulfilling requirements for her 

Master of Science in Secondary Education degree with an emphasis in Spanish.  The study uses both qualitative and 

quantitative measures, which were sent to area teachers who use foreign language computer labs.  Results showed that 

teachers thought the visual learner was best accommodated in the lab.  Lack of technical support, monitoring of stu-

dent behavior, and time inefficiencies were some problems of lab use.   Rachel teaches Spanish at Ozark High School in 

Ozark, Missouri. 

 

Congratulations, Rachel! 

 

 

 

 

LIVING IN GUATEMALA, SUMMER 2009 BY JOSE GONZALEZ  

 
 Summer 2009 is one that I will forever remember as my first true experience in a foreign 

country.  My time in Guatemala was eventful and amazing.  The combination of volunteer time 

and great places to visit is my definition for excitement. 

 

"Teacher, teacher," was the expression 120 students  used get my attention during the three 

weeks as a volunteer at Manfredo L. DeLeon Elementary School.  I was fortunate enough to 

find this public school in need of an English instructor in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala. The ex-

perience was one-of-a-kind and one that I will forever cherish.  The students were wonderful, 

a little rowdy at times, but always eager to learn new terms in English.  Often they would ask 

how do you say this or that, but the most memorable question was how do you say Michael 

Jackson in English?, which instantly put a grin on my face.  I then explained that names are usu-

ally pronounced the same in every language. I can honestly say that I became very attached to 

them.  I loved the one-on-one interaction with the students and observing them learn.  I en-

joyed preparing my lesson plans each day to prepare something excited for my students. This 

experience only reinforced my love for teaching and has shaped my future plans.  I want to 

travel to different countries and teach English as well as my native language, Spanish. 

 

After finishing with my volunteer work, I would then head to class. I took a class emphasizing the history of Guatemala 

and the Maya. I greatly enjoyed my time at Miguel Cervantez School of Spanish. They were very hospitable and willing 

to work with my situation as a native speaker.  The family that they assigned me to was amazing! The only down-side 

was the food.  I wasn't very pleased, but my purpose in Guatemala was not to indulge in their gastronomy. 

 

On my weekends, I was able to travel to many interesting places.  My favorite of all was definitely my trip to the Mayan 

ruins in Tikal.  I am a Latin-American Studies minor and having the opportunity to be in such a magnificent part of the 

world was such a blessing.  Being able to climb up some of the temples, which stand over 50ft tall, was exhilarating.  On 

top of that, the view from above the structures was just breath taking.  I was also able to visit the famous Chichicaste-

nango Sunday market, the wonderful city of Antigua, the amazing Lake Atitlán, but also have a very bad experience in 

the coast in Champerico.  Lying on the black sand beach was relaxing until a huge wave reaches me and takes my bag 

with my camera and iPod.  Luckily, I was able to run and recuperate them, but they are now useless. 

 

All in all, the experience was fondly memorable.  I want to thank the Bear Corps committee for awarding me the op-

portunity to have such an unforgettable summer. I look forward to continue my journey around the world with my 

new mission. 

 
José D. González 


