THE FGB TIME

l:a“ 20" VIEW FROM THE TOP
Greetings, and happy holidays!

A publicationof the Missouri StateT he fall 2011 semester st
University Finance & Genera/ new DeanDr. Stephanie Bryant, who comes to us from

Business Department the University of South Florida. You can read more abo
her in the feature in this edition of the Time$.

WWw.missouristate.edu/fgb . .
g As for FGB, this fall semester marked two firsts that are Dr. Kent Ragan

testaments to our students, faculty, and academic programs. Number one
Find us on| & te was our first invitation to participate in the CFA Investment Research Chal-
Facebook lenge, that invitation coming from the Kansas City Society of Financial An-
alysts (KCSFA). Our group of five outstanding sudents led by
www.facebook.com/msufgb Dr. Y. Jenny Zhang, Ph.D., CFA (whom | wish to congratulate on earning
her CFA Charter this fall!) are preparing a research report on Garmin, Inc.,
the subject company of all competing teams, and will be presented to Garmir
representatives and judges from the KCSFA in Kansas City in February. We
appreciate the opportunity to compete and wish all teams well in the researct
chall enge. Number two was Bl oomber
Assessment Test on our campus, which allowed our finance students to be
ranked among other students globally in various topical areas of finance. The
results indicated a couple of opportunities for improvement but also provided
some bragging points with our students scoring a full 10 percentage points or
more above the worldwide median in economics, financial statement analysis

The FGB Times Editorial Staff: modeling, and analytical reasoning. This results indicate the high quality of
our finance majors and curricul um.
Editor -in=Chief: participation in the Bloomberg exam and our use of feedback from the exam

Stanley A.Leasure for further improvement in our programs.
Personally, | wish to congratulade. Doug Witte and wife, Mindy, on the

ABSOCIZUERRHONS: arrival of Myla Corinne Witte, their fourth child. The new arrival joined the

Kim Callahan FGB extended family on Dec. 1, and weighed in a 8 Ibs. 14 oz.

Stephen Haggard

Doug Witte | hope that you find this is:sue_of the Time$ to be informative, and | encour-
Jenny/Zhang age you to olikeo6 our Facebook pag

formed of all of the FGB news between issues of the Time$. And certainly |
would like to wish all of our students, faculty, and staff a wonderful break
and many happy times throughout the holiday season.

Missouri
State.
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BANKING AND BASEBALL

Carrie Spry has spent a lot of time in banks. Growing up in Carthage,
Mi ssouri, Carrieds dad often t ooc¢
her the ropes. Today, she workspait me at Peopl eds
loan processor and credit analyst. Couple this background with the fact
she has always loved working with numbers, and it is easy to see how
second year MBA student has come to study finance and economics a
Missouri State.

ban
a a

ladu
kKin
Wor

Carrieds decision to attend MSU
Southern State University in 20
didndt necessarily want to forfé
order to pursue my MBA. MSU presented me with a unique opportunityge
continue my education in a traditional classroom setting while also conf#&"
ing my work at the bank. 6 Given|
Bank, Carrie has had the opportunity to work in many different areas o
bank and see a comprehensive overvVvi ewr@dpyt he ban
continue my work experience and expand my knowledge of the financial

system over the next few years. 6 However, at som
dream of being a teacher.

Mentoring Carrie is another Carthage, Missouri native, FGB assistant prof€ssphen Haggard

oDr. Haggard has mentored me the most here at MS
encouraged me to apply what | am learning to my job at the bank. He has also encouraged me to pursue a
Ph.D. as | have shared my interest in becoming a
stered this past summer when she traveled to Dalian, China and worked as a graduate assistant. In her first
days there, Carrie taught the introductory corpo
students outside of class to help them get a more complete understanding of the material. It was a great exp
ence and assured me that pursuing teaching as a

In her spare time, Carrie enjoys playing tennis, going for a good run, and
playing with her nephew, Asher, who is 18 months old. She also loves
/watching sports, espechawwbderytol2die Si
o ferent MLB stadiums over the past 4 years. | love baseball and a few years
ago | decided to make it a goal t
and new Yankee Stadium where | got to watch the biggest RealsSox

vs. Yankees. While each stadium is unique and has its own environment,
my favorite stadium is stil]l Busc|

Carrie at the Great Wall in China




DEAN STEPHANIE BRYANT ASSUMES COBA LEADERSHIP

This fall, Dr. Stephanie Bryant assumed the dean-
ship of the College of Business Administration at
Missouri State University. Dr. Bryant came to Mis-
souri State from the University of South Florida
where she was Interim Associate Dean of Graduatef™ =
Programs and Director of the School of Accountan- [ o
cy. She had served at the University of South Florid
since 2001. Prior to that, Dean Bryant was Assistan
Professor of Accounting and Director of Accounting
Information Systems program at James Madison
University. Dr. Bryant's accomplishments at the
University of South Florida included establishing a
study abroad program, including raising some f

$200,000 towards study abroad scholarships for ' _
accounting students, instituting a School of Dr. Stephanie Bryant and husband Gary.
Accountancy graduation reception that has grown

into a highly anticipated annual event, adding _ _ _
hundreds of thousands of dollars to the School of ~Pachelor's degree in accounting. In 1990 she was li-
Accountancy Endowment, and establishing a Stu- censed as a certifieq public.accountant apd vyent to
dent Leadership Council at USF. She is particularly WOTK for KPMG, an international accounting firm.
proud of having served as the International Presidenf\NOther of her mentors, Dr. Barbara Apostolou, sug-
of Beta Alpha Psi, and having traveled all of the U.S 9€Sted that she continue on to earn a doctorate in

and other parts of the world to meet with accounting@ccounting from LSU. Dr. Bryant says Dr. Apos-

finance, and information systems students. Dean (00U is the reason she is a professor today. Under-
Bryant has an impressive publication reg- standably, Dean Bryant sees mentoring
ord, having published over 30 scholar as one of the rewarding ways she can
articles as well as two textbooks. Her give back to her students. "A mentor
search interests include accounting in can help you plan your career,” she says.
mation systems and how technology i "l advise students to plan the steps in
teracts with and facilitates decision their careers with their last goal in
making. She has been recognized wit mind, not their first goal."

numerous teaching, research and
service awards over the course of her
demic career.

Dr. Bryant and her husband Gary have
been married for 33 years, have two
daughters, Samantha and Amber and "a
very sweet chihuahua." Samantha
earned her MBA from the University of
Wisconsin and has her own marketing

Dean Bryant identifies Tom Rauch as B\
her first mentor. She met him after ta |
ing a job as an office manager for an if= i _
dustrial supply company. Mr. Rauch, Dr. Stephanie Bryant f 1 rm. Amber earned

who was near retirement, took her under _ gree from the University of South Flor-
his wing and taught her bookkeeping. He also en- 1daand worksfor PricenaterhouseCoopers asan in-

couraged her to go back to school to get an accountiormation tecrlnology project manager. According to
ing degree. Following Mr. Rauch's advice, when Dr. P€an Bryant, “Gary is very good at helping me to see

Bryant was 25 years old, she returned to school at

Louisiana State University and in 1988 earned her _
Continued on page 4...




BRYANT: Continued from previous page...
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L | k
issues from different perspectives. He is calm,

thoughtful and unbiased." Her hobbies include play- US On

ing the piano, reading, working out and gardening.

ST

We

Dr. Stephanie Bryant with her two daughters.

"At this point, | want to focus on being the best
Dean | possibly can,” Dr. Bryant said. "I am both
excited and honored to join the MSU family and
look forward to working with a dynamic faculty and
university leadership to move the MSU College of
Business to the next level."

facebook.

www.facebook.com/msufgb
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THE FORTUNATE ONE

Scott McDonald considers himself to be a fortunate
man. He lives and works in Nixa, Missouri, the com
nity where he grew up. He has a job he enjoys, a gr Cp
family, and copious opp :~

community that has given so much to him. 3

ckéd

Scott graduated from (then) Southwest Missouri Sta

University in 1995 withi# n F
Scottds | ove of f-tinmgoh asafs
bank teller during his eop

very protective of their money and, as a banker, the
putting their trust in you to take care of it and make —

wi se decisions in investing tScatMeDonaldantfamily 6 says
McDonald liked the trust people put in him and his

bank and chose a major in Finance to pursue a career in banking. When asked if a particular professor had :
i mpact on hi m, IDeJamas BootkHeyas suehsagammesse,n sce appr oach t

Scott has worked in banking almost continuously since his graduation, with the exception ofadhpayiod
where he and his wife owned a small manufacturin
small business has made me a better banker, because | am now able to better relate to business owners ani
chall enges (and successes) that can be obtained

Al ways seeking to improve his knowledge and skil
Springfield campus. When asked for his advice to current FGB students, McDonald advises that they wait ur
they have a few yearsd experience before seeking
better appreciate and understand the benefits of
season you are in,6 as students often focus on f
great things happening around them.

Mc Donald is currently the Community President fo
grew up in Nixa, graduating from Nixa High School in 1990. When | graduated from Nixa schools, the city
population was 4,706 with just a few banks. Today, Nixa has over 15,000 people and more than 10 banking
locations. Empire Bank is committed to the communities they serve, and this is prevalent in Nixa. In addition
to financially supporting those communities, many employees from Empire Bank volunteer their time in ser-
vice to our community. It still amazes me to think | am fortunate enough to live, work and give back to the
same community in which | grew up.©o

Scottds | ife does not just revolve around bankin
and his wife Angie have been married for 17 years and have two daughters, Beth (age 14) and Demi (age 1(
McDonald is also heavily involved in his community. He is the President of the Nixa School Board, President
of the Ozarks Regional Community Development Organization, and a board member of the American Diabe:
tes Association and the Nixa Education Foundation. When his busy schedule allows, he likes to golf and atte
sporting events with his wife.




FGB GRADUATE ASSISTANTS

The FGB department welcomes three new and three
returning graduate assistants for the Fall 2011
semester. The new GAds a

Tommy Buterbaugh, a Springfield native. Prior to
joining the MSU, Tommy attended Glendale High
School and Drury University where he earned his
bachelor's in accounting degveéh a global studies
minor. After finishing at Drury, Tommy moved on

to begin workingon hiMAcc ( Mast er 0s
ing) at MSU. He hopes to have both h$Acc and
CPA exams completed by August of 2012. In his

\_/

spare time, Tommy enjoys watching/playing most Back row {f): Joe Murphy, Kelsey Leiber, and
sports (especially Cardinals baseball) and basically an- Nick Williams. Front rowjt Jessie Reeves,
ything outdoors. Tommy Buterbaugh, and Ally Hartsfield.

Ally Hartsfield from Caruthersville, Missougin Updates on our returning

the Bootheel). Ally graduated from Missouri State
Universityin December 2010 with a Bachelors' de-
gree in Accounting and a minor Finance. She
worked as a futime audit intern at BKD (in
Springfield) during Spring 2011and will be return-
ing full-time as a Staff Auditom Summer

2012. Ally is currently pursuing a Master of Ac-
countancy degree wielxpected graduation date in

Joe Murphy -- this last summer, Joe had an intern-
ship in the Order & Revenue Management depart-
ment at Nestle Purina in St. Louis. His work
responsibilities were mainly related to logistics and
customer service. This fall semester, Joe is coaching a
high school girls club soccer team called Southwest
United. Joe is expected to graduate with his MBA

May 2012. Ally is alsastudying for the CPA exam with a concentration in Marketing in May of 2012.

and plans to sit for all four sections over the course Oq:urrently, Joe is conducting his job search and hopes

this fall and spring. Besides schooling and working into land one in the St. Louis or Kansas City area.

accounting, Ally enjoys spending time with her boy- Jessie Reeved in anticipation of a busy fall semes-

frlerll(q and far_mhes. Sonk;e ?(f_her hodbbles |Ir_1clude ter this year, Jessie only took one course and relaxed
cooking, sewing, scrapbooking, and traveling. in summer. As the busy fall semester unfolds, Jessie

Kelsey Leiberfrom Appleton City, Missouri. Kelsey s I_O oking foryvar/d o headven_ture around parts of
i s in the accelerated mf\%latngxpsgr@gs rP”be'geer'S%ayWQ{‘ﬁaé%GAm I

her to take graduate level courses as she is finishingalt the MSU Dalian campls next summer.

up her bachelords degr egqilfliiaRLi§ QfeRtly htbrdewihgWitFac-D € € €
ber. Hef anticipated graduation date_W|th the Mas- counting firms for a joh that would start in August
tero S O_f Acc oun t 'ng s %f%&x{sygbp. Rii€k eﬁ)éctsl%ﬂn?sﬁhis MAS elgrgee y
plans to find a job at a public accounting firm spe- in May of 2012, and plans on sitting for the CPA,

cializing in the income tax area. Starting next fall, CMA, and CFE exams after graduation. With a
Kelsey will begin taking the CPA exam. In her Sparestrong interest in fraudulent financial reporting,

time, I_(elsey enjoys sp(_ending _time With _her fam?ly Nick hopes to one day work in the area of forensic
and friends, she especially enjoys spoiling her little accounting. Nickds brothe

nephew. their first child, a girl, to the world on September
28, 2011. Nick is extremely excited as this is his
first opportunity to be an uncle.




DALIAN CAMPUS BUSINESS STUDENTS RESOURCE TIBETAN PRIMARY S

University teams from across China competed to be selected to help build a library for an ethnic Tibetan sch
with a 20,000 RMB grant from the Dr. John Rutledge Fund in China. The team from Dalian was chosen as
the winner due to its maximization of funds.

The teamds proposal targeted the Long Deng Count
ince. Students proposed purchase and deliver books and other useful items for use in the school. The plan
included one day of teaching to instil!]l in the s

Five LNU-MSN students conceived, planned, proposed, and after winning the grant, carried out the project:
Zhang Xin, senior, project director and responsible for primary sponsor communications
Tang Shuichi, senior, responsible for accounting
Peng Yibing, sophomore, responsible for vendor, beneficiary communications
Liao Qin, senior, responsible for resource management
Yu Kaiyue, senior, responsible for sponsor application

In addition to the grant, donors from the LNU campus contributed 1,700 RMB. Bookschina.com agreed to
discounts ranging from 80% to 90% for new book purchases. They also donated a web page banner which r
sulted in more books purchased and donated by their customers. About 3,500 used books were donated by
Dalian primary schools and students at LNU. TNT provided free shipping from Dalian to Chengdu

The goods that were purchased or donated and delivered to Long Deng CountryS|de School mcluded
6,000 books with an actual value of about 120,000 RMB. . -
51 sets of bedding items ‘5 ] e
1 new laptop computer (‘—T-ﬁ
1 new projector ﬂ*ﬂlﬁmk#lhﬁiﬁ"ﬁ A"

1,000s of learning and sports equipment items e A
Funding for a water transportation system from the mountain to the scheol =" s

=A =4 =4 4 A A

Three of the projectds students, Zhang -MSUmstrucT ang
tor, Shirly Liang, in Chengdu on July 10 to begin the-Baur journey to Long Deng Countryside School.
They arrived at the school and found a library with no books. They stocked the library and distributed the otk
items. The next day, LNU students took turns teaching various topics.




