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MSU Habitat Chapter Students Announce Dedication of “Ability” Home,     Built on Center-City Lot Donated by Temple Baptist Church

Springfield, MO—The Missouri State University’s Habitat Chapter, in partnership with Habitat for Humanity of Springfield, State Farm Insurance, and the Roberts family, will have successfully completed its first “Ability” home build and will be celebrating with a “last nail” dedication ceremony on site at 903 South Fort Street in Springfield at 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 8. This three-bedroom home will be completed on schedule when the last nail is ceremoniously hammered in this Saturday morning by future homeowners and Habitat partners Clara and Randy Roberts.

The home, built primarily by MSU Chapter students, is designed to accommodate the medical needs of the homeowners by utilizing elements of universal design throughout the home. “It’s a method of building and design that customizes the home to the needs of the owner,” said Matt McGee, HFHS Construction Manager. “Design features like lower countertops, one-level only flooring, levered door and sink handles, etc., not only improve the quality of life for our partner family in the short term, but also help to ensure that as they grow older they won’t be forced to sell their home and move into an accessible facility. It goes beyond the normal ADA guidelines and expectations.”
The home is being built on an empty lot donated by Temple Baptist Church in 2009. “It’s been a pleasure to have had the opportunity to work with the Missouri State Habitat Chapter, State Farm Insurance, and Temple Baptist Church,” Habitat Springfield’s Development Director, Kristy Nelson said. “The partnership that we’ve developed is strong and we certainly look forward to continuing that partnership in order to build more homes in our area – which supports Habitat’s mission to eliminate poverty housing in Greene County. We can’t thank Temple Baptist enough for their generous donation.” 

For more information on this or other projects – including some pictures of the build, how to volunteer, or how to make a donation, please visit www.habitatspringfieldmo.org or call the Habitat office at (417) 829-4001. 
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