
The College of Humanities and Public Affairs Newsletter continues in its new format with the addition of a downloadable PDF ver-

sion starting with the Spring 2007 issue.  The links in the shaded area to the left of the page contain pathways to each of the featured 

stories within the newsletter.  Again, we hope that you enjoy this new format.  Please send us feed back on the newsletter and what 

you would like for us to include at chpa@missouristate.edu.  ¶ 

College of Humanities and Public Affairs  
 
Spring 2008 Newsletter –¶  Volume 11, Issue 1  

Spotlight on Spring 2008  

 

Although the weather has been challenging at times during the spring 2008 se-

mester, the faculty and students in the College of Humanities and Public Affairs 

have been very busy.   

 

As you will see in the  accompanying Newsletter, we have provided many op-

portunities for community engagement with national speakers, international 

conferences, and a number of on-campus presentations.  For example, students, 

community members, and faculty have had the opportunity to witness a session 

of the Missouri Court of Appeals-Southern District, explore the importance of 

the Dead Sea Scrolls with a member of the Scroll translation team, and learn 

more about other parts of the world at a ñSymposium on South Asia: Issues and 

Trends in Research.ò   

 

Our faculty continue to bring the world home to Springfield through their research and extensive interna-

tional travel, and our efforts are also aimed at exploring and making public the importance of Ozark history 

and culture.  Of course, students remain our central focus.  All of the activities reported in this newsletter 

(and others) are intended to provide a quality learning experience for our students while fulfilling the Univer-

sityôs public affairs mission.   

 

I hope you enjoy reading through this issue of the CHPA Newsletter, and I look forward to hearing from you 

or seeing you at alumni events around the country. 

Deanôs Corner: Dean Lorene H. Stone 

Photos taken by Margie von der Heide 
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Missouri State University hosted the first International Confer-
ence on Inquisition Studies on February 8-10, 2008 at the Haw-
thorne Park Hotel in Springfield.  

The event was co-hosted by the Missouri State Provost Re-
search Initiative, the College of Humanities and Public Affairs, 
the Latin American, Caribbean and Hispanic Studies Program, 
and the History and Religious Studies departments. 

More than fifty scholars from universities and research centers 
from around the world held a variety of panel sessions and offi-
cial book presentations on current research concerning the Holy 
Office of the Inquisition and its role in World History.  

With topics ranging from witchcraft and medicine to the censor-
ship of the Inquisition, more than fifty academic presentations 
explored many aspects of the Inquisition and the effect that it has 
had on world history.  

Conference organizer Dr. John Chuchiak (HST) , associate professor of history at Missouri State, along with Dr. David Tavarez 
(Vassar College), and Dr. Kimberly Lynn Hossain (Western Washington University), hosted the conference as the inaugural academic 
event to showcase Missouri State Universityôs new Provost Initiative Program on Latin American, Caribbean and Hispanic Stud-
ies.  More than six current and past Missouri State University graduate students also participated and presented academic research 
papers that were well received by the international participants. 

This conference, the first in a series of bi-annual conferences on the topic of Inquisition Studies, served as a great place to show off 
the different areas of research that are currently taking place in Inquisition Studies. ñThe conference panels assembled here high-
lighted some of the more recent research, methods and conclusions of current Inquisition studies,ò said Chuchiak.  The conference 
was also very well attended by the University community with more than 300 registered participants and a similarly large audience in 

attendance from the Springfield community who came to participate in the panels which were open and free to the public. ¶ 

College of Humanities and Public Affairs Co-Hosted First International  
Conference on Inquisition Studies 

If you are a graduate of one of the Departments in the College of Humanities and Public Affairs, we would 

like to know where you are and what you are doing.  If you would like to update your information, please 

click on the link below that will take you to an on-line form.  We respect the privacy of our alumni and use 

this information only for correspondence and/or news from our College. 

Click here for on-line form:  [Update the link http://www.missouristate.edu/CHPA/form.htm] 

Thanks for helping us do a better job of keeping up with our alumni!  ¶ 

We are seeking alumni contact information: 

http://www.missouristate.edu/CHPA/form.htm
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Political Science Professor Spends Sabbatical Training Chinaôs Future diplomats 

 Recent Research Symposium Co-Sponsored by CHPA brings together Experts on South Asia 

At right: Dr. Dennis Hickey and his  
wife Cheng -May at ñThe Bird's Nest in Beijingò 

where China will hold the opening ceremony for 
the Olympics.  

Dr. Dennis Hickey (PLS) is currently spending a semester as a Fulbright Ex-

change professor teaching at the China Foreign Affairs University (CFAU) in 

Beijing, China. The CFAU is the only institution of higher learning which 
operates under the guidance of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Peopleôs Republic of China. It aims at preparing high caliber personnel 
who are competent to discharge their official duties in fluent foreign lan-
guages in the fields of foreign service, international studies, and inter-
national business and law. Dr. Hickey stated, ñWe train China's future 
diplomats éThat is our mission.ò  This is one of the top four universities 
in China. 

 

While in China, Dr. Hickey is teaching two graduate level classes. One 
course is on American politics and the other course is on American for-

eign policy. Throughout his time in China, Professor Hickey has been meeting with Chinese scholars and officials at vari-
ous think-tanks and government agencies.  

He also recently delivered a guest lecture to a standing room only 
audience of over 100 faculty and students at Renmin University in 
Beijing. The topic of his invited lecture was "America's Commitment 
to Taiwan," which remains a very sensitive subject for the Chinese. 
Professor Hickey is also currently discussing with local University 
officials the establishment of an exchange program between the 
PLS Graduate Program in International Affairs and the Graduate 

Program in International Studies at Remin Daxue University. ¶ 

Dr. Stephen Berkwitz (REL) organized and coordinated a joint research symposium hosted by Missouri State Universityôs College 
of Arts and Letters and CHPA.  This ñSymposium on South Asia: Issues and Trends in 
Researchò was held from 10:30-1:00pm on March 5, 2008 in Carrington Theater. The 
symposium served as part of the Asian Arts and Letters Initiative and as a precursor to 
the Public Affairs Conference being held April 15-18, 2008. 

  

ñThe Symposium on South Asia is an event that brought greater attention to the region of 
South Asia, which comprises mainly India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,ò said 
Missouri State associate professor of religious studies Dr. Stephen Berkwitz. ñFour expert 
scholars came to Missouri State and shared what they see as the important trends taking 
place in research on South Asia, which is a region of growing importance to American 
interests.ò 

The panel was composed of Dr. Robert Brown, professor of art history at the University of 
California, Los Angeles; Dr. Jorge Flores, associate professor of history at Brown University; Dr. Peter Gottschalk, associate professor 
of religion at Wesleyan University; and Dr. Rina Williams, lecturer and interim director of the Women and Gender Studies Program at 

the University of Virginia. The panelists each spoke for about 20 minutes to a sizable audience on their research specialties. ¶ 


