
The College of Humanities and Public Affairs Newsletter continues in its new format with the addition of a downloadable 

PDF version starting with the Spring 2009 issue.  The links in the shaded area to the left of the page contain pathways to each 

of the featured stories within the newsletter.  Again, we hope that you enjoy this new format.  Please send us feedback on the 

newsletter and what you would like for us to include at chpa@missouristate.edu.   
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I am pleased to greet you for the first time as the newly appointed Dean of the Col-

lege of Humanities and Public Affairs.  As some of you know, I have served for 

seven years as the Associate Dean and most recently as the Interim Dean of the 

College.  For those who would like to know more about my background, I encour-

age you to have a look at my personal website at http://courses.missouristate.edu/

VictorMatthews/.    

 

It is my intention to move the College forward, building on the expertise of our fac-

ulty and providing an excellent educational environment for our students.  I will be 

articulating my Vision Statement for the College soon and it will be posted on the 

College website (http://www.missouristate.edu/chpa). 

 

In this spring 2009 issue of the CHPA Newsletter, you will find that the Collegeð

its faculty, staff, and studentsðhas been very active in pursuing the Universityôs 

mission in Public Affairs.  From hands-on experiences with landmine removal to student conferences on Public 

Affairs in the Profession, we are actively exploring the ways in which the mission is expressed in our classes, 

our public rhetoric and policy making, and in the ways the University interacts with the community at large.  

You will also note here that the Deanôs office has funded a number of research and student-oriented initiatives 

during this past year.  The idea behind this was to provide seed money for original research or fieldwork and to 

give students the opportunity to travel to professional conferences to read papers and to interact with scholars in 

their field.  In every case, the funds advanced our efforts to produce quality research and provide our students 

with a rich educational experience.   

 

As we move into the summer months, I hope that you will take the time to contact us.  It is my wish to feature 

the accomplishments of alumni in the Newsletter.  Please share this information with us by email 

(CHPA@missouristate.edu), phone (417-836-5529) or fax (417-836-8472).  In addition, if you have questions 

about the faculty, programs, or activities of the College or University, please feel free to contact us.  Best 

wishes for the coming months and watch for our next issue of the CHPA Newsletter. 

http://courses.missouristate.edu/VictorMatthews/
http://courses.missouristate.edu/VictorMatthews/
http://www.missouristate.edu/chpa
mailto:CHPA@missouristate.edu
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Pam Sailors, New CHPA Associate Dean 

Tim Stipp, CHPA Budget Officer 

Teresa Dobson, New CHPA Executive Assistant 

Teresa Dobson joined the Deanôs office on February 18, 2009.  She has 

been an employee at Missouri State University for nearly twelve years.  

Teresa and her husband have been residents of Springfield for the past 40 

years and have two grown children and three grandchildren.  Teresa enjoys 

spending time with her grandchildren, doing a variety of crafts and needle-

work, reading, baking, and being with family and friends.   

Pam Sailors was named Associate Dean of the College in mid-April.   

After earning her B.A. from Wesleyan College in Macon, Georgia, and her 

Ph.D. from the University of Georgia, she came to Missouri State in 1996.  

While her dissertation addressed questions in the area of Bioethics, her 

most recent research has focused on issues in the Philosophy of Sport.  She 

has been Department Head of Philosophy since 2003 and will continue her 

responsibilities in that position.  As Associate Dean her duties will include 

scholastic actions and student affairs, enrollment management including 

recruitment and retention of students in CHPA, coordinating  Area Studies, 

Student Success, and community college articulation documents, and as-

sisting the Dean with general planning and implementation of college ini-

tiatives.  In her spare time, she regularly runs many miles, and has com-

pleted 12 marathons, most recently the 2009 Boston Marathon. 

Tim Stipp joined the Deanôs office and Missouri State University on January 

14, 2008.  He worked previously in bank regulation and for the federal govern-

ment.  Tim has an accounting degree and MBA from Missouri State University 

as well as an Arts & Science degree from the University of Missouri.   He is 

currently one section away from passing the CPA exam and spends much of his 

free time studying for that last section.  Tim has family in the area and is a na-

tive of the region but has lived or traveled in other parts the world.     He is an 

avid fantasy baseball manager and enjoys thrashing his associates.  Tim is a fan 

of the St. Louis Cardinals and the Arizona Cardinals and he enjoyed the Cardi-

nals Super Bowl season after their years of wandering hopelessly in the desert.      
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ñPublic Affairs in the Professionò 

 1
st

 Annual Missouri State University Criminology and Criminal Justice Conference  

 

On January 31, 2009, Alpha Phi Sigma ï Sigma Mu Sigma, the Missouri State Univer-

sity chapter of the National Criminal Justice Honor Society, sponsored the 1st Annual 

Missouri State University Criminology and Criminal Justice Conference.   The theme 

of the conference this year was ñPublic Affairs in the Professionò and Dr. Robert Tay-

lor, from the W. W. Caruth, Jr. Police Institute of Dallas was the guest speaker.  

 

The conference ran from 1:30 ï 5:30 p.m. in the Plaster Student Union and highlighted 

a keynote speech by Dr. Taylor, 2 panels of student presentations, 2 panels of faculty 

presentations, and 2 panels of community member presentations.  A closing ceremony 

was held with Dr. Mike Carlie giving a closing address, along with awards being pre-

sented to the top three student presentations.  Throughout the conference, it is estimated 

that over 300 students were in attendance along with many faculty members, adminis-

trators and community professionals.  

 

A second conference is tentatively planned for February or March 2010.  Suggestions 

and support are being accepted by Ivy Yarckow-Brown, Instructor in Criminology and 

Advisor of Alpha Phi Sigma ï Sigma Mu Sigma.  
 

 

If you are a graduate of one of the Departments in the College of Humanities and Public Affairs, we would 

like to know where you are and what you are doing.  If you would like to update your information, please 

click on the link below that will take you to an on-line form.  We respect the privacy of our alumni and use 

this information only for correspondence and/or news from our College. 

Click here for on-line form:  http://www.missouristate.edu/chpa/8934.htm 

Thanks for helping us do a better job of keeping up with our alumni!   

We are seeking alumni contact information: 

http://www.missouristate.edu/chpa/8934.htm
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  Public Affair Activities Continued  

The Master of Public Administration program and the Department of Political 

Science hosted a conference on ñChildhood Obesity Prevention: A Call to Ac-

tionò on March 27-28, 2009, in the Plaster Student Union on the campus of Mis-

souri State University. The conference was made possible by a grant Dr. Kant 

Patel received from the CHPA Deanôs Incentive Program. 

 

According to most health experts, childhood obesity has become a national epi-

demic.  In Missouri, between 2000 and 2005, the prevalence of obese middle 

school students increased by 75 percent, and the prevalence of obese high school 

students increased by 64 percent. From 1993 to 2002, the prevalence of obese 

children 2 to 5 years of age participating in the Missouri Women, Infants and 

Children Supplemental Nutrition (WIC) program increased by nearly 58 percent. 

More than thirty medical conditions are associated with overweight and obesity. 

Obesity costs Missouri thousands of lives and well over a billion dollars each 

year. 
 

The goals for the conference were to raise community awareness about the problem of childhood obesity, to share information that 

aims to improve overall health of youth through education and information that promotes healthy lifestyles, and to promote collabo-

rative partnerships among health professionals that service youth. 
 

The two-day conference included panels on a variety of topics such as healthcare access, chronic conditions associated with child-

hood obesity, social determinants of childhood obesity, access to affordable healthy food alternatives, promoting healthy activi ties to 

children, psychological and behavioral impact of childhood obesity, engaging children in healthy living, and local and state public 

policies designed to address this problem. 
 

The conference was attended by well over 50 healthcare professionals, policy makers, educators, parks and recreation personnel, 

food service personnel, physical education teachers, nutrition educators, child care providers, and members of youth organizations. 

The conference program included over 25 speakers. Carole Garner, assistant professor at the University of Arkansas Medical Sci-

encesô College of Public Health, gave a keynote address at the luncheon on Friday, March 27th.  Dr. Charlotte Pratt, Program Direc-

tor and Health Scientist Administrator at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, gave a keynote address at a luncheon on Sat-

urday, March 28th. 
 

Several community health organizations lent their support to the conference by becoming sponsors for the conference. These organi-

zations include St. Johnôs Corporate Health and Wellness, Burrell Behavioral Health, Missouri Foundation for Health, Ozarks Public 

Health Institute and the Master of Public Health program at MSU, Jordan Valley Community Health Center, Community Partnership 

of the Ozarks, WIC Program of Springfield-Greene County, and The Foundation for Springfield Public Schools. 
 

ñChildhood Obesity Prevention: A Call to Actionò  

  
Carole Garner, University of Arkansas -- Medical Sciences (UAMS) College of Public Health  
 

Charlotte Pratt, Ph.D., R.D. Program Director, Clinical Applications and  

Prevention Branch, Division of Prevention & Population Sciences,  

National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute  
 

 

Terry Leet, PhD., MPH.  

Saint Louis University School of Public Health.  

Dr. Vetta L. Sanders Thompson, PhD., MPH.  

Washington University, St. Louis, School of Public Health.  

 

Obesity Conference Speakers:  


