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DPT Awarded to Physical Therapy Class of 2008      

 

When Missouri State 

University students 

walked across the 

stage during the May 

16th  commencement 

to accept their diplo-

mas, members of the 

class of 2008 were the 

first Missouri State 

physical therapy stu-

dents to be granted 

Doctorate of Physical 

Therapy (DPT) de-

grees from the Univer-

sity.  The DPT  is the 

second clinical doctor-

ate offered by the Uni-

versity, along with the 

professional Doctorate 

in Audiology (AuD), 

which was first 

awarded in 2005.  
 

In December 2007, the Higher Learning Commission (HLC)  

authorized Missouri State to offer the entry-level DPT degree. 

This was achieved through the dedication of the faculty and 

staff of the Physical Therapy Department, the administrators 

of the College of Health and Human Services, the Graduate 

College, and the University, who prepared the documentation 

needed to secure HLC approval. The graduates showed great 

enthusiasm and support during this period of transition.  
 

The DPT degree prepares graduates for the increasing respon-
sibilities and scope of practice of physical therapists.  It is ex-

pected that offering the DPT will attract more students to Mis-

souri State's Graduate College, as well as to several under-

graduate programs in CHHS as students  pursue baccalaureate     
 

 

degrees in preparation for application to the Physical Therapy 

Program. 
 

Please join us in celebrating the accomplishments of the 

Physical Therapy graduates, faculty and staff: Dr. Akinniran 

Oladehin, Department Head; Dr. Patricia Cahoj, Assistant 

Director of Clinical Education; Ms. Jeanne Cook, Director of 

Clinical Education; Dr. James Hackney, Assistant Professor; 

Dr. Sean Newton, Associate Professor; Dr. Susan Robinson, 

Associate Professor; Dr. Scott Wallentine, Director of Ad-

missions; Mr. Michael Halliday, Director of the Physical 

Therapy Clinic; Ms. Sheryl Ruff, Academic Administrative 

Assistant; Ms. Diana Brice, Administrative Specialist; and 

Ms. Marie Sellers, Accounting Specialist.  Dr. Elizabeth Wil-

liamson is joining the Physical Therapy Department July 1, 

2008.  
 

Missouri Stateôs Physical Therapy Program accepts up to 30 

new students to the three year program each year. For more 

information, please visit their website at: 

http://www.missouristate.edu/PhysicalTherapy/ 

The 2008 DPT class invested considerable effort and enthusiasm  into 

being the inaugural class receiving Missouri Stateôs  

second doctoral degree. 

Dr. Einhellig prepares to hood DPT  

graduate Lisa Howe 



 

 from the 
Dean... 

 

 

 

 
- Helen Reid,    

Acting Dean  

 

The College of Health and Human Services (CHHS) is comprised of nine units:  

Biomedical Sciences (BMS); Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSD); 

Health, Physical Education and Recreation (HPER); Nursing (NUR); Physician 

Assistant Studies (PAS); Physical Therapy (PT); Psychology (PSY); Sports 

Medicine and Athletic Training (SMAT); and Social Work (SWK). In our CHHS 

newsletters, we strive to highlight the accomplishments of faculty, staff, students, 

and alumni from each of these units. 
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     We were delighted to receive approval  

from the Higher Learning Commission to 

award the Doctorate in Physical Therapy 

(DPT).  Thanks to the efforts of dedicated 

faculty, the Department immediately im-

plemented two new electives and an addi-

tional internship required for the DPT 

curriculum, which enabled the current 

third year students to graduate with a DPT 

in May 2008. The program had previously 

implemented a steady progression of cur-

ricular changes to meet CAPTE stan-

dards, reflecting the increasing responsi-

bilities and scope of practice of physical 

therapists.  

     In keeping with the Universityôs Pub-

lic Affairs mission, faculty in the College 

of Health and Human Services (CHHS) 

model public service and continue to ex-

pand community service experiences for 

students.  Dr. Bradley Fisher, Professor of 

Gerontology and Psychology, received a 

2007-2008 Excellence in Community 

Service Award in recognition of his dis-

tinguished service record. Renee White,  

Social Work,  was the recipient of a First 

Lady Award for her outstanding volun-

teerism.  All five of the recently an-

nounced Pepsi-Cola Public Affairs Schol-

arships at Missouri State were awarded to 

CHHS undergraduate students.  Each has 

a demonstrated record of service, leader-

ship and qualities consistent with the 

goals of the public affairs mission.   

     Please join us as we celebrate the ac-

complishments of our faculty, students 

and staff, many of which are highlighted 

in this issue of the newsletter.   

     We appreciate the support provided by  

alumni and friends and encourage you to 

contact us with your suggestions as we 

work together to enhance the College.                                              

- Helen  

CHHS Projects Funded by Provost   

Faculty from seven CHHS departments collaborated with 

others across campus to develop multidisciplinary research 

proposals selected for funding by Dr. Belinda McCarthy, 

Provost.  These projects include:  Haiti: Effects of Nutrition 
on DevelopmentðChildrenôs Starvation Project ð Dr. 

Wayne Mitchell (PSY), Ms. Carmen Boyd (BMS), Dr. 

Melissa Fallone (PSY) and Dr. Lisa Wood Proctor (CSD) 

($63,718);    Research and Tutoring Partnership with Family 
Literacy Centers of Springfield, Inc.: Effects of Academic 
Tutoring and Life Writing for Under-Represented Students 
and Adults ð Dr. Julie Masterson and Dr. Lisa Wood Proctor (CSD), in collabo-

ration with the College of Education ($100,000); Cross-Modality Attention 
Measures of Reading in Children from Low-Income families: Changes Associ-
ated with Instruction and Intervention ð  Dr. Letitia Walker Black, Dr. Wafaa 

Kaf, Dr. Julie Masterson (CSD) and Dr. Wayne Mitchell (PSY), in collaboration 

with the College of Education ($38,205); and  Assessing Strength Deficits and 
Their Impact on Quality of Life in the Elderly ð  Dr. Scott Zimmerman (BMS), 

Dr. Steven Dodge (PAS), Dr. Susan Robinson (PT) and Dr. Susan Dollar (SWK) 

($66,500).  Congratulations to these faculty members. 

 


