King & Queen Candidate Guidelines

REQUIREMENTS:
All candidates for Homecoming King and Queen must follow all Homecoming guidelines which include the following requirements:
· Be enrolled as a full-time student.
· Have a minimum cumulative GPA of a 3.00 from Missouri State classes only.
· Have accumulated a minimum of 60 credit hours at Missouri State.
· Be sponsored by a registered Missouri State student organization.
· You must not have been on the Homecoming Court any other previous years.  
· Know and adhere to the information presented in this booklet.
      
IMPORTANT NOTES:
· Candidate Applications are due in the Office of Student Engagement, PSU 101 by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, September 16, 2009. All requirements will be verified by the Homecoming Committee Advisor.  Applicants must make an appointment for an interview at the time the application is submitted.

· An Informational Meeting for King and Queen Candidates will be on Thursday, September 24, 2009 at 4:00 pm.  This meeting will take place in PSU 315.

· The King and Queen interviews will be on two different days.  Interviews for King Candidates will be on Tuesday, September 29, 2009 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm in PSU 311. The interviews for Queen Candidates will be on Wednesday, September 30, 2009 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm in PSU 311. 

The ten finalists and campaign managers are required to attend all meetings with the Homecoming Committee advisors and Royalty Chairperson.  Please refer to the calendar of events for dates, times, and locations or call the Office of Student Engagement, 836-4386. 
	The ten finalists are required to attend all activities during Homecoming Week which include: Window Painting/Chalk ‘N Rock, Decorate Downtown Springfield, Rocktoberfest/Mocktails, Rockstar:MSU, CanStruction, Up Til Dawn, Pep Rally/Bonfire, Chili Cook Off, Pumpkin Bust, Parade, Football Game and other designated Homecoming activities.  Please refer to calendar of events for dates, times, and locations.
On behalf of the Office of Student Engagement, the Student Homecoming committee, and the University Homecoming Committee, we thank you for your interest and best of luck during this exciting time!

King & Queen Election Guidelines

Section I: Filing Procedures
A.	Any registered student organization or University-sponsored group may nominate a candidate for Homecoming King and/or Queen.  He or she must meet the following qualifications:
	1.	Be enrolled as a full-time student.  For most undergraduate students, it is 12 or more credit hours.
	2.	Have a minimum cumulative grade point average of a 3.00 from MISSOURI STATE classes only.
	3.	Have accumulated a minimum of 60 credit hours at Missouri State.
	4.  	Must not have been a Homecoming Court member in previous years.
	5.	Must commit to complete 50 or more hours of community service during their one year reign.
B.	Each candidate or sponsoring group shall file a completed nomination packet with the Office of Student Engagement.  The nomination packets are available in this document.
C. The filing deadline for candidates will be 5:00 pm, Wednesday, September 16, 2009. 
	All required information must be completed and submitted to the Office of Student 
	Engagement by this deadline.  There will be NO EXCEPTIONS!!

Section II: Interview Panel
A.	Candidates for both King and Queen shall be interviewed by faculty/staff representatives from Missouri State and Springfield community members chosen by the Student Homecoming Committee.  The panel will then select five (5) finalists for both King and Queen.
B.	The interview process shall be as follows:
	1.	Each year there shall be one panel to select king candidates and queen candidates.
	2.	Each candidate will be interviewed by a committee.
C.	The interview panels shall judge candidates on the following criteria:
	1.	University Involvement
	2.	Personal Presentation
	3.	Personality and communication skills
	4.	Scholarship
D.	Each judge will score all the candidates they interview. The candidates with the top five scores will be selected for court.  In case of a tie for fifth place, the Judges will discuss those candidates tied and select the fifth member of court.

Section III: Election Procedures
A. 	The final election will be held throughout Homecoming Week. The election will take place October 26th  through October 30th. The polls will open at 12:01 am on October 26th and close at 5:00 pm on October 30th.
B.	The election shall follow online election procedures based on the Election Bylaws of the Student Government Association.  Any current Missouri State student shall be allowed to vote.  Voting is accessed through http://studentorganizations.missouristate.edu/elections.
C.	Each voter may vote for a candidate in each category in the election.
Section IV: Campaign Procedures
A.	The finalists for royalty will be posted not more than three days following interviews outside the Office of Student Engagement.  The Royalty Chairperson will hold a meeting with the candidates and their campaign managers within two school days of this posting.
B. 	The only form of publicity prior to the election shall be buttons, nametags, badges, and no more than seventy-five (75) posters on designated campus bulletin boards.  These shall be displayed no sooner than 7:00 am on Monday, October 26, 2009.  Posters shall be no larger than 11”x17” or a size designated in the University Advertising, Distribution and Solicitation Policies.  A maximum of 125 posters may be distributed to Residence Life, Hammons House 101, 836-5838, for posting in the Halls, in addition to the 75 posters for campus distribution.
C.        If at any time a poster is disfigured, torn, mutilated, or stolen, it may be replaced with the written or email approval of the Homecoming Committee Advisor.

D.        Posters may be displayed on departmental bulletin boards with permission of the department heads.  All postings must follow the Solicitation and Advertising Policies of the University, which can be found on-line at www.missouristate.edu/studev/policies.
E.        Posters may not be displayed on any glass, marble, trees, sidewalks, painted walls, or
painted poles any time during the campaign.  Permission granted by faculty or administrators to supersede these rules will not be recognized or allowed.
F.	“THE BLITZ”, will begin at 11:00pm on Sunday, October 25, 2009, the evening before 
elections begin.  Candidates and supporters will be allowed to display posters, banners, and sandwich boards based on a first come-first serve basis.  All campaigners must meet in the North Mall area at 10:45 pm prior to distribution of materials.  These forms of publicity may be removed if they are in bad taste as deemed by the Student Homecoming Committee or the Homecoming Committee Advisor.  These are in addition to the 175 mentioned in Paragraph B of this section.

G.        Flyers may not be distributed on the days of elections; however, candy or other items 
deemed appropriate by the Homecoming Committee Advisor may be distributed with small (no larger than 4.25” x 5.5”) flyers.  These flyers may contain candidate information, but MUST advertise a University Homecoming Event (such as the parade or football game) that the candidate is sponsoring.  During a royalty meeting each candidate will draw for the Homecoming activity they need to advertise.  
No flyers or campaign material of any sort shall be distributed through campus mail or through door-to-door solicitation.  

H.        There will be a limit on campaign expenditures. No candidate may exceed $400 in
      actual campaign expenses with proof of receipts.  This limit will include donations, gifts, 
	services, and actual cash outlays for expenses.  The Royalty Chair will determine the 
value of donated items.  An expense report must be turned in to the Homecoming Committee Advisor (PSU 101) by 5:00 pm on Thursday, October 29, 2009.  Failure to do so will result in the sponsoring student organization(s) receiving a notice they are ineligible to sponsor a candidate the following year.
I.          No candidates or campaign managers or their names and likenesses may appear on 
	television or radio unless under the auspices of the University Homecoming Committee 
 	or the MISSOURI STATE News Services Office.
J.  	Candidates may meet with up to 15 student organizations in an attempt to gain their support starting Wednesday, October 7, 2009.  
K.         Any banners displayed outside offices must have written permission from these offices, 
the permission letter being filed in the Office of Student Engagement. Any off-campus banner displays must be approved by the Homecoming Committee Advisor.  See “N” for more banner rules and regulations.  All banners and/or flyers must have the sponsoring event information on it.  NO banner and/or flyer will be allowed to be posted without the event information on it.  

L.         “All calls” (announcements over the residence halls public address system) will not be  
      permitted.
M. 	The candidates must clean up the campus by 5:00 pm on Friday, October 30, 2009.  
This includes picking up flyers, etc. that were used to advertise his/her candidacy. 
	Failure to do so may result in IMMEDIATE DISQUALIFICATION OF THE 	
CANDIDATE or the sponsoring organization being disqualified from participating 
	in sponsoring a royalty candidate the following year.
N.        Banners must be designed on a regular twin size sheet or smaller and hung on buildings  
with duct tape.  You must receive permission from the administrator of any building that you will be hanging a banner on.  All fencing, which includes construction, and wood are off limits.  The only exception is the fence on the north side of the Plaster Sports Complex.  The number of banners allowed for on-campus display is 5.  Candidates may hang up to 3 banners at off-campus locations with approval from the Homecoming Committee Advisor.  Banner details will be discussed and further explained at campaign meetings.

O.	Sidewalk chalk is permitted as a form of advertising. Please refer to the chalking policy at http://www.missouristate.edu/judicial/23800.htm




Section V:  Enforcement  
A.  	All finalists will be required to attend and/or participate in the following functions:
1.	Window Painting Competition
2.	Chalk–N–Rock Competition
3.	Decorate Downtown Springfield
4.	Mocktails  (Sponsoring a drink is encouraged, but optional.)
5.	Rockstar:MSU
6.	CanStruction
7. 	Up Til Dawn
8.	Pep Rally/Bonfire
9.	Chili Cook Off
10.	Pumpkin Bust
11. 	Homecoming Parade 
12.	The entire football game and coronation ceremonies 
13.	Candidate meetings
14.	Other functions being held in conjunction with Homecoming activities may be required if requested by the Student Homecoming Committee Chair.
B.	Violations of these policies and applicable provisions of the elections guidelines may 
	result in the disqualification of the candidate and/or disqualification of the sponsoring 
	student organization from participation in the following years’ Homecoming Activities. 
These decisions are at the discretion of the Student Homecoming Committee.  Appeals will be heard by the Homecoming Committee Advisor.












King & Queen Sanction Guidelines

If a rule is violated in the course of a King or Queen’s candidacy, the following sanctions may be imposed by the Student Homecoming Committee.  All sanctions will be 10 points.  However, this is only a guideline and is subject to the Student Homecoming Committee’s interpretation.  Please note that one of the Student Homecoming Committee representatives must PERSONALLY see an infraction happen.
	·	Spending over $400 for campaigning
	·	Inappropriate (i.e., vulgar, etc.) publicity
	·	Illegally placed publicity
	·	Too many posters, etc.
	·	Inappropriate/unauthorized posting, (i.e. chalking where not authorized)
	·	Early posting
	·	Inappropriately-sized publicity
	·	Nonattendance or late attendance at sanctioned Homecoming events or royalty meetings	
	·	Lying on an application or interview
	·	Inappropriate behavior at sanctioned Homecoming events, (i.e. intoxicated at the Homecoming parade.)
	·	Not turning in requested items on time, (i.e. poster list, proposed budget of expenses)
	·	Appearance in unauthorized TV/radio spots publicizing candidacy
	·	Early or over-campaigning with student organizations
	·	Campaigning at polling places on the day of elections
	·	Not cleaning up after election

The appeals process will be handled through the Office of Student Engagement, PSU 101

King & Queen Royalty Nomination Form
Please Submit Typed Entries Only

Name:	_______________________________________Student ID #:____________________
Credit Hours Completed:________________ Hours Currently Enrolled:____________________
Major:	_______________________________ Anticipated Graduation Date: _______________
Cumulative GPA:_________ Local Phone #:________________E-Mail:___________________
Local Address:________________________________________________________________
			(Residence Hall and Room Number or Street, City, and Zip)
Hometown:___________________________________________________________________	
Hometown Newspaper and contact information:______________________________________
Mother’s Name/Address:________________________________________________________
Father’s Name/Address:_________________________________________________________
Campaign Manager Information:	
Campaign Manager:____________________________________________________________
Local Phone #:_________________________  E-Mail:________________________________
Sponsoring Organization Information:
Sponsoring Organization(s):______________________________________________________
President:______________________________________	E-Mail:	______________________

I hereby confirm the above information provided to the Student Homecoming Committee of Missouri State University is, to the best of my knowledge, correct.  I assume full responsibility for the knowledge of the 2009 Homecoming Royalty Rules & Guidelines as described in the 2009 Homecoming Royalty Information packet and I will abide by them.  In addition, I consent to the release of confidential data including social security numbers and grade point average to the Office of Student Engagement for the purpose of verifying the above information.
Nominee’s Signature:	________________________________________	Date:_____________
Organization President’s 
Signature:		________________________________________	Date:_____________


King & Queen Nomination Essay Questions

In addition to the nomination form, nominees are required to submit two, typed essays (must be in a 12-point font).
Essay #1 (not to exceed 3 double-spaced pages)
Discuss your scholastic achievements and University activities and what impact this has had on your college career at Missouri State University.
Essay #2 (not to exceed 3 double-spaced pages, average essay length should be one paragraph)
	Essay #2 should include the answers to the following questions:	
1. What does Homecoming mean to you and how can you make a difference in this years Homecoming festivities?	
2. If you could change one thing about Missouri State, what would it be?
3. If you are elected the 2009 Homecoming King/Queen, what are some new traditions you would like to create for the role of King or Queen on this campus?
4. Explain a community service activity that you already participate in and what other community service projects you would like to be involved in.


It is the responsibility of the sponsoring organization to check the qualifications of its candidate.  Candidate requirements will be verified by the Homecoming Committee Advisor.

All applicants must make an appointment for an interview when they turn in their application in the Office of Student Engagement, PSU 101.

All royalty applications must be completed and turned in to the Office of Student Engagement, 

PSU 101, by 5:00 pm, Wednesday, September 16, 2009, in order to be eligible for an interview.


King & Queen Point System

Candidates will not only be scored on voting and interviews but also scored based on participation in events.  Each candidate will be required to sponsor one event during the week and will be required to attend the event and stay for the whole time serving as a host or master of ceremonies.  Below is a table of how each candidate will be scored and will determine who the 2009 King and Queen will be. Points may be awarded based on both attendance and participation in the events.
	Students vote
	40% of your total score

	Participation in weeks events
	40% of your total score

	Interview
	20% of your total score

	Total
	100%



	Participation in weeks events
	Points possible for Candidate

	Window painting/Chalk-N-Rock/Banner
	50 (Attendance)
50 (Participation)

	Decorate Downtown
	50 (Attendance)

	Mocktails
	50 (Attendance)
50 (Participation)

	Rockstar: MSU
	50 (Attendance)
100 (Participation)

	Up Til Dawn

	50 (Attendance) 

	CanStruction

	50 (Attendance)

	Bonfire/Pep Rally
Yell Like Hell
	100 (Attendance)
200 (Participation)

	Chili Cook Off

	50 (Attendance)
50 (Participation)

	Pumpkin Bust
	50 (Attendance)
150 (Participation)

	Homecoming meetings (3)
	150 (50 for Each Meeting)

	Other Events determined by the Homecoming Committee
	Points Will Be Determined And Given at Informational Meetings

	Overall Points Total Possible
	1,250 Points



Participation Points: Candidates will be awarded full points based strictly on participation, not the success of your sponsoring organization.
Attendance Points: Candidates need to check in and out with a Homecoming committee member to ensure that he/she receive full points.
If you have additional questions, this point system will be explained in more detail at the first royalty meeting on Thursday, September 24 at 4:00 pm in PSU 317AB.



















