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Part 4: Revising the Paper 
Revising the Paper 
As you revise your paper, go back to your chosen context. Reread your paper in light of that context. How well have you anticipated the needs and interest of your audience? Are the style and tone of your writing appropriate to the purpose? 

Below is a list of other issues you will want to consider as you revise your paper. Have you done these things? If not, how might you revise the paper to achieve these? 
I. Engaging Your Readers. You want to interest your readers in your problem and to help them see its importance. You might do this by relating a dramatic example of the problem and its consequences. Or you may provide statistics that demonstrate the extent of the problem. Or you may relate a personal experience that demonstrates the importance of the problem to you. 

2. Establishing Your Credibility. You are more likely to persuade your audience if they see you as a credible source of information. You can establish your credibility in a number of ways. You might relate knowledge or experience that makes you uniquely qualified to propose a solution for this problem. You can also present your argument in a logical fashion and provide adequate support for each point. By anticipating and addressing objections to your proposed solutions, you demonstrate that you have carefully considered the alternatives. You also establish credibility by presenting a paper that is free from spelling, punctuation, and grammar problems. 

3. Defining the Problem. The amount of space you devote to defining your issue will depend on its complexity and your audience's awareness of the issue. You will want to present enough information so that the audience understands the problem 'and its importance and so that they can see how your proposed solution relates to the problem you've identified. You may also consider ways that you can personalize this problem for your audience. Why should they care? How might it impact them? 

4. Presenting a Solution. All three contexts ask you to identify a specific solution. Is yours clearly defined? Have you identified steps for implementation? Have you personalized this solution for your audience? 

S. Evaluating Alternative Solutions. You can bolster support for your own solution by identifying other possible solutions and demonstrating why they are not as good as the one you propose. 

You can also anticipate objections to your solution or potential obstacles to implementation and discuss how you might overcome these. 

6. Citing Your Sources. While this paper will involve a good deal of original thought on your part, I am asking you to incorporate source material. Have you used your sources effectively? Are they logically integrated into your paper? Have you given credit where appropriate? Both ideas or words taken from another source must be cited. For this paper, you will use the MLA style for in text citations. You should plan to make use of the sources you identified in your annotated bibliography: If you use additional sources, an annotation for any new source must accompany the paper. 



The final paper is due on Thursday; December 5th. The paper is worth 125 points of the total Research Project grade and will be evaluated using the following criteria. 

The percentages provide a rough guide about the importance of each component in the final grade. 


1. Content (40%). Problem has been clearly identified, and its significance for your audience
has been established. You've provided a compelling argument for why your audience should get 
involved. The solution is clearly defined, describes the potential impact on the problem, and 
outlines steps for implementation. Benefits of the solution along with any potential shortcomings 
are identified. Some effort has been made to refute objections. 


2. Writing (30%). The paper is well organized with logical development of ideas, good use of 
forecasting and transitions to help move the reader through the paper. Assertions are supported. 
Outside source material has been incorporated, using appropriate citations and with logical 
connections to surrounding material, judicious use of direct quotes, and effective paraphrasing. 


3. Evidence of Revision (20%). The author has significantly reshaped portions of the text rather 
than merely correcting surface errors. 


4. Formal Requirements (10%). The paper uses MLA style and a reference list is included. The 
paper is relatively free of spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors.
