


Proposing a Solution Research Project 




      Part 2: Researching the Problem and Its Solutions 
Now that you have identified a problem, you need to find out a little more about the problem and potential solutions. The sources you use for your paper will help you to establish that the problem exists and to describe it to your readers. This project does not require you to come up with a unique solution to a problem, but it will require you to identify what you think is the best (or one of the best solutions) and defend your choice. 

This part of the assignment asks you to find and annotate (describe) at least 4 sources that you will use in writing your paper. No more than two of the sources you use can be online sources (i.e., information from web sites, articles from online journals or newspapers, full-text articles from electronic databases). 

The purpose of this assignment is two-fold: 

1. It asks you to start your research for this paper well before the due date. This will help you avoid heading to the library the day before the paper is due and frantically trying to find sources. 

2. It also asks you to think critically about the sources that you will use in your final paper. 

This assignment will help you begin thinking about how you will incorporate other people's arguments into your own paper. It will also help you start thinking about which of those arguments best defines the problem and most effectively supports the solution you would like to propose. 

Constructing the Annotated Bibliography 

I. The items in your annotated bibliography should be arranged in alphabetical order by the last name of the first or primary author. If no author is available for an item, use the first word of the title (other than "a," "an," or "the") to alphabetize the entry. 

2. Each item must include a complete bibliographic citation. Typically; this will include the author, title of article, title of newspaper or magazine, volume, number, year of publication, and page numbers for an article appearing in a periodical. For books, this information would include the author, title of book, date of publication, publisher, and place of publication. For electronic information, you will need to include the exact URL where the item can be found and the date on which you found the item online. I would like for you to use MLA style in creating your citations. See the External Links section of Blackboard for some examples of MLA style. 

3. The annotation is essentially a well-crafted, one-paragraph summary of and reaction to the article. Here you should identify the topic of the article and the major points made by the author. You might also discuss the author's position regarding the main topic of the article. For example, if the problem you have identified is homelessness among children, note whether the author identifies anyone solution as particularly promising or particularly problematic. You should also include some comment on your evaluation of the helpfulness or quality of the source. Is it well researched? Has the author supported his or her case? Did you identify any major holes in the article? What else, in your opinion, should the article have addressed? 

Your annotated bibliography must be typed. In addition to the annotated bibliography; you will attach a copy of the first page of each source listed in the bibliography. The annotated bibliography is due on Tuesday; October 22nd. 



This assignment is worth 75 points of the total Research Project grade and will be evaluated using the following criteria: 


1. Quality of the annotations. The annotation contains a summary; demonstrates an 
awareness of the author's point of view; and comments on the usefulness of the article or 
potential problems. 


2. Relevancy of sources. The sources selected by the student seem logically connected to the problem or potential solutions. You should not simply annotate the first four sources         you find. 


3. Form. Complete citations for each source using MLA style are present. The sources are arranged in alpha order. At least four sources, with no more than two coming from online sources, have been annotated. 

