
 













Proposing a Solution Research Project 


                                                              

      Part I: Brainstorming a Topic
This research project will ask you to identify a problem and then propose a solution. This problem will be related to the community service hours you complete this semester and should be selected from one of four broad categories: (I) Aging, Health & Disability; (2) Hunger & Homelessness; (3) Environment; (4) Youth & Education. The issue you choose might be large or small in terms of its impact, but it should not be trivial. It should matter to you; your goal in writing the paper is to convince others that it should matter to them as well and to suggest what they might do about it. 

In order to write an effective paper, you need to narrowly define the problem you want to address. 

For example, "hunger" as a general topic is too big to handle in this paper. Instead, you might look at some of the recent issues discussed during the Earth Summit in Johannesburg, South Africa. What was one problem related to poverty or hunger identified by the summit? Why should this problem be of concern to college students and how might they influence it? The point is to identify a topic that you can research easily and address in a relatively small amount of space. You may also spend some time looking at recent issues of The State newspaper as a way to identify problems that might be affecting people in our state and community. 

The questions on the handout in this folder are a good place to start. Work through these questions, writing or typing your responses on a separate sheet of paper. 

After you've worked through the questions, type a one-paragraph description of the problem your paper will address. Your description of the problem should include some statement about the consequences of the problem, the people who are affected by it, the people who created and/or perpetuated it, etc. In other words, incorporate your responses to the questions of What? When? Who? How? Where? and Why? 

Keep in mind that this is just your first attempt at defining the problem. As you research and think about this problem, you will refine your definition. 

Turn in your paragraph and your responses to the questions in class on Tuesday; October 1st. 

This assignment is worth 25 points of the total Research Project grade. 
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