

	Point Value
	Grade
	Characteristics


	125-112
	A
	Paper has a strong thesis that is directly stated or implied. Demonstrates evidence of extremely thoughtful application of particular critical approach as evidenced through a well-thought-out argument. Is well organized with ample transitions between and within paragraphs. Support for the thesis is drawn from the primary text and secondary texts (if required) and woven in effectively; Has tone appropriate to the subject matter. Sentence variety and vocabulary are exemplary; Is relatively free of grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors.


	111-100
	B
	Paper has thesis that is directly stated or implied. Demonstrates evidence of thoughtful application of particular critical approach. In general, argument is well-thought-out. Has few major organizational problems. Has adequate support for the thesis drawn from the primary text and secondary texts (if required). Has tone appropriate to the subject matter. Sentence variety and vocabulary are good. Has few grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors.


	99-88
	C
	Thesis is weak or unclear. Attempts to apply particular critical approach may be ineffective in places. Paper has one of the following problems: ineffective organization or failure to link ideas coherently; author's position on primary argument is unclear or appears to waiver, inadequate support for thesis statement. Tone is generally appropriate to the subject matter. May lack sentence variety or have problems with appropriate word choice. Grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors are present.

	87-75
	D
	Lacks a discernible thesis. Attempts to apply particular critical approach are frequently inadequate. Paper has one or more of the following problems: ineffective organization or failure to link ideas coherently; author's position on primary argument is unclear or appears to waiver, inadequate references to the primary text or secondary texts (if required). Tone is often not appropriate to the subject matter. Lacks sentence variety and has frequent problems with appropriate word choice. A number of grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors are present.

	Below 74
	F
	Does not have a thesis. Little evidence of application of a particular critical approach. Serious organizational problems are present. Little, if any, support given for student's assertions. Tone is inappropriate to the subject matter. Lacks sentence variety and has frequent problems with appropriate word choice. Many grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors are present.




@Tracy L. Skipper, 2003. See pp. 21-22 for critical essay assignment

